
Turkey to ensure Iraqi integrity* 

ANKARA (R) — In its latest nod to Baghdad, Turkey said on 
Wednesday that the stricter control it has clamped on its 
southeastern border would help to ensure Iraq's territorial 
Mrasures took effect on Sept. 8 to restrict passage 
Turkey and northern Iraq, which is controlled by 
lacked anti-B aghda d Kurds and is used as a staging area 
Wwattacta by- Turkeys own Kurdish separatist 
The foreign Ministry, explaining the changes, said on 
y fry. .V.- N - aid agencies and Operation Provide 
m winch Western air forces protect the Iraqi Kurds from 
Bagra ad. ^would ha ve free access. Turks, Iraqis and 
I foreign correspondents are exempt from the new 
« b“t ah others most seek permission to cross from 
uthorities on a case-by-case baas, the ministry said. “In 
requests for passage, we are naturally reviewing our own 
Mistderations as well as the need for the preservation of 
ritorial integrity,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Ferhat 
lid a press briefing. “This move has to be seen in relation 
its to cozy up to Ba gh d a d.” commented a Western 
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Hlas honoured 

■- AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
_• Decree was issued Wednes- 
. day conferring die Jordanian 
- Ai Kawkab Medal on Ms. 

Laurice Hlas for her disting- 
... uished services over the past 
30 years at the ministries of 
..tourism and foreign affairs. 
L. Ms. Hlas, who retired this 
year, had for some time 
. served as advisor at the Prime 
Ministry. 

Dev-Sol demands 
leader’s release 

.BRUSSELS (AFP) — Tar- 
key’s armed extremist group 
.Dev-Sol on Wednesday de- 
. manded the immediate li- 
beration of its leader from 
.'French custody, threatening 
French targets if their request 
was denied. “If the French 
.government intends to col- 
?. laborate with the Darkish tor- 
turers and executioners in 
attempting to sabotage our 
; straggle, oar fight will 
perhaps be transformed into 
a national and international 
class war” one of the orga- 
nisation's representatives 
said in Brussels. Dev-Sol 
leader, 41-year-old Daisun 
Karatas, was indicted Mon- 
day by France's top anti- 
terrorism magistrate Jean- 
: Louis Braguiere. He was 
arrested early Friday trying 
to cross the Itafian-French 
border using a false Dutch 
passport. The leftist group 
said the French -government 
had taken a “political stance” 
‘in arresting its leader. 

Yemeni security 
forces foil hijack 

SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
security forces foiled a mid- 
air hijack attempt Wednes- 
day, overpowering a man 
armed with a grenade on 
-board an airliner of the 
-national carrier Alyemda on 
a flight from Aden to Sanaa, 
witnesses said. Saleh Ahmad 
Hassan, a 30-year-old Yeme- 
ni man, tried to enter the 
. flight deck of the Boeing 737 
with a grenade in his hand, 
but security forces grabbed 
him, seized the device and 
tied him up, passengers said 
. after arriving in Sanaa. The 
plane, carrying 80 passengers 
and crew, landed without 
problems and the hijacker 
was arrested. A security offi- 
cial at Sanaa airport said Mr. 
Ahmad Hassan was being 
questioned about his mo- 
tives. 


‘Guatemalan 

threatened’ 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A 
Guatemalan diplomat has 
been threatened after the 
Latin American country's de- 
cision to move its embassy to 
occupied Jerusalem, reports 
said Wednesda y . The Maariv 
drily said the diplomat in 
charge of the embassy was 
harassed by anonymous cal- 
lers warning: “We will bkrw 
up your house.” The paper 
said police suspected extrem- 
ists were behind the threats 
and were investigating- No 
comment was available from 
the Guatemalan embassy in 
Tel Aviv. The ambassador, 
Stella de Gardagranados, 
was out of the country. 


Kabul lighting 
leaves 33 dead 

KABUL (AFP) — At least 
33 people have died after 
three days of heavy fighting 
in southern and eastern sub- 
urbs of Kabul and clashes 
between two Shnte factions, 
witnesses and hospital 
sources said Wednesday. 
Rockets rained down on the 
city and hospitals rep o r ted ax 
least 11 civilians dead and 
more than SO wounded early 
Wednesday as dashes con- 
tinued between two opposing 
Shiite factions in south Kabul 
around the ruins of Darula- 
man Palace. “I am sure that 
by the end of the day the 

casualty toll will fcr higher 
than 100,” said a staff mem- 
ber of Kabul's Kane Se hos- 
pital. The factions identified 
>n the fighting are the 
Harakai-e-tslami , which is 
allied with President Burha- 
□uddin Rabbani. and the 
Hezb-e-Wabdat faction in 
alliance with ex-premier and 
Hezb-e-Ial ami faction leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmarv&r. 


Israel and PLO put 
peace back on track 


OSLO (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat left Norway on 
Wednesday after putting 
aside their differences to 
speed up much-needed aid 
for Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 

The two men signed a dec- 
laration on Tuesday night 
aimed at unblocking S2.5 bil- 
lion of aid for Palestinian 
seif-rule territories. 

“I think both parties are 
really trying to be reasonable 
and go ahead with our nego- 
tiations. We made an historic 
decision,'’ a smiling Peres 
said early on Wednesday. 

Norway’s Foreign Minister 
Bjoern Tore GodaJ, who 
helped broker the deal, said 
of the document: “I think it 
performs a very solid basis 
for the work in the next 
weeks which will have to be 
done to secure the interests 
of the 'Palestinian people." 

Israel, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and donor countries — which 
include the United States. 
Japan and European member- 
states — plan to reconvene in 
Paris for a new conference on 
international aid in about two 
weeks time. 

The so-called “Oslo dec- 
laration” was signed during 
an intermission of a concert 
marking the first anniversary 
of the declaration of princi- 
ples, the historic Israeli -PLO 
accord. 

The Oslo declaration is 
aimed at defusing 
aimed at defusing a dispute over 
Jerusalem that broke op a meet- 
ing in Paris last Friday, of 
states pledged to aid Palesti- 
nian self-rule. 

The three-page document 
said both sides accepted a 


request by Norway, as chair 
of the ad hoc liaison commit- 
tee, “that they shall not bring 
before the donor commun- 
ity... those political issues 
that are of disagreement be- 
tween them.” 

“They will deal with such 
issues between themselves, 
based on the declaration of 
principles and subsequent 
agreements,” the document 
said. 

The text avoided the thor- 
ny issue of Jerusalem in what 
was widely seen as yet 
another victory for Norwe- 
gian diplomacy. 

Norway helped broker last 
year’s peace accord and has 
pledged to continue hosting 
talks between Israel and the 
PLO on implementing self- 
rule in Gaza and Jencho. 

“If we have some prob- 
lems, we know a place which 
is called Oslo,” Peres said. “I 
think the (PLO) chairman as 
well as we have become ex- 
tremely sentimental about 
Oslo,” he added, standing 
next to Mr. Arafat who 
seemed to fully agree. 

Mr. Peres, Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Godal confirmed they 
had reached an agreement in 
front of a 6,000-strong crowd 
at the peace concert in cen- 
tral Oslo. 

On stage, both Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Peres paid tribute to 
Norway’s late Foreign Minis- 
ter Jobaa Joergen Holst, who 
helped broker the original 
peace accord. 

“I can say to his spirit that 
be sure. We will continue 
walking in this line of peace,” 
Mr. Arafat said, holding Mr. 
Peres’ hand firmly as they 
talked about the necessity of 
achieving lasting peace in the 
Middle East. 

Later on Wednesday, Mr. 


Arafat urged Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin and U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton to focus 
their attention on the Middle 
East at their forthcoming 
summit. 

Mr. Arafat, on a stopover 
m Moscow, discussed Rus- 
sia's role in Middle East 
peace moves during talks 
with Russian First Deputy 
Foreign Minister Igor Iva- 
nov, ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy said. 

It quoted him as saying he 
hoped the planned Sept. 26- 
29 summit in Washington 
would serve to reinforce the 
role of both powers as co- 
sponsors of the Middle East 
peace effort. 

Mr. Arafat, speaking after 
talks with Mr. Ivanov, wel- 
comed the efforts which Rus- 
sia as co-sponsor of the Arab- 
Israeii peace process had 
made, TASS said. 

The PLO leader afterwards 
was to leave Moscow for 
Tashkent, the capital of the 
Central Asian state of Uzbe- 
kistan, for a one-day private 
visit, officials said. 

Mr. Arafat was scheduled 
to meet Uzbekistan President 
Islam Karimov during his 
stay there, they added. 

The 15-point Oslo declara- 
tion announced overnight 
wiped the slate dean a year 
after the declaration of prin- 
ciples launched autonomy for 
Gaza and Jericho. 

“We have the feeling that 
everything is starting off 
again in a very positive way,” 
.said a senior aide to Mr. 
Peres. 

“Yasser Arafat appeared 
very moved, he spoke a few 
words in Hebrew, repeating 
Shalom over and over,” the 
aide added. 


Algeria FIS leaders’ release 
sparks hope for end to crisis 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
The government’s release of 
five fundamentalist leaders 
renewed hopes on Wednes- 
day of negotiations to end 30 
months of devastating blood- 
shed between Islamic mili- 
tants and the military-backed 


leaders of the out- 
lawed Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) in Bonn welcomed on 
Wednesday the move, but 
said the FIS president and 
vice president should now be 
allowed to meet “all the offi- 
cials and leaders of the 
front.” 

“We are very pleased with 
these measures. It is very 
positive,” a FIS spokesman 
told AFP by telephone. 

“But it is not enough: Our 
leaders must now be allowed 
to meet freely with all cadres 
and leaders of the movement 
in order to work out a plat- 
form forpolitical discussion.” 

An official statement Tues- 
day said the FIS President 
Abassi Madam and Vice- 
President Ah Belhadj were 
released from Bhda military 
prison south of Algiers and 
taken to “another place of 
residence” to promote peace 
talks between the govern- 
ment and Islamic insurgents. 

The independent Liberie 
newspaper, published in 
Algiers, said the two men had 
effectively been freed, and 
were able to move around 
and meet and hold talks with 
whomever they wished. 

The outlawed FIS has 
spearheaded a Muslim fun- 
damentalist insurgency 
against Algeria’s military- 
backed government since 
January 1992, when the army 

cancelled the second round of 
general elections the then- 
legal FIS was poised to win. 

The two-and-a-half year in- 
surgency, in which other fun- 
damentalist groups have 
played an active role, has 
claimed at least 10,000 lives, 
according to an official toll. 

Three other prominent FIS 
personalities released at the 
same time — Omar Abdul 

Kadbr, Kamel Guemazi and 


Nourredine Chigara — were 
also effectively freed, the 
paper said. 

Mr. Madam, 63, and Mr. 
Belhadj, 39. were jailed for 
12 years in July 1992 for 
allegedly endangering nation- 
al security. 

Through the multiple re- 
leases, President Liamine 
Zeroual hoped to ‘‘explore 
all possibilities for ensuring a 
halt to the violence . . . leading 
to the restoration of secur- 
ity... and respect for the 
law,” the government state- 
ment said. 

Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj’s transfer was 
“aimed at allowing them to 
lend their support to realising 
these objectives.” The three 
other FIS officials were freed 
on the same grounds. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe hailed the move 
as an important step forward 
that demonstrated that poli- 
tical negotiations were a real- 
ity. 

Government spokesman 
Nicolas Sarkozy quoted Mr. 
Juppe as telling a cabinet 
meeting the move was “an 
important step which demon- 
strates the reality of dia- 
logue” but urged “prudence” 
in view of the continuing 
deep divide between the two 
sides. 

The decision by President 
Liamine Zeroual to release 
the dissidents appeared to 
underline his desire to make 
some kind of peace with the 
FIS and end more than 2 Vi 
years of violence that has cost 
10,000 lives. 

With the economy shaky 
and foreign aid held up be- 
cause of the country’s insta- 
bility. Mr. Zeroual is under 
increasing pressure to reach 
agreement on sharing power 
or forming a transitional gov- 
ernment 

Talks aimed at national 
conciliation between the gov- 
ernment and five opposition 
parties — not including FIS 
— broke off last week but 
will resume next Tuesday. 
Opposition negotiator had 

urged freeing Mr. Madani so 


FIS would be included in the 
talks. 

Mr. Madani, a 63-year-old 
former professor, said from 
prison last week that he 
would seek a ceasefire from 
militant Muslims loyal to FIS 
and talk with government 
representatives if he was re- 
leased. 

It was not known if he had 
been allowed to meet with 
any FIS representatives yet. 

The FIS was banned in 
early 1992 after it made a 
strong showing in legislative 
elections and was poised to 
take control of the National 
Assembly, Algeria’s lawmak- 
ing body. 

But an army-backed com- 
mittee took charge, banned 
the FIS and set op a figure- 
head president. The assas- 
sination of that President in 
June 1992 by a self- 
proclaimed fundamentalist 
soldier redoubled the govern- 
ment’s campaign against the 
Muslim insurgency that 
spread after the FIS was ban- 
ned. 

FIS leaders not in jail went 
underground or fled over- 
seas. Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj, who had been 
arrested in 1991, were sent- 
enced in 1992 to 12 years in 
prison for attacking state 
security. 

Most opposition parties 
seemed to welcome the re- 
lease which the Socialist 
Forces Front said was “posi- 
tive.” The Movement for an 
Islamic Society and the Arab- 
ia antic Rally said they were 
“satisfied” with the move and 
called on FIS to now re- 
nounce violence. 

However, the former com- 
munist Ettahaddi movement 
told local radio it opposed the 
releases and again rejected 
“all dialogue with the fun- 
damentalists” who were only 
interested in the “capitula- 
tion, pore and simple,” of the 
state. 

The party said in a separate 

statement sent to AFP that 

unknown attackers had killed 
a high school inspector and 
party member. 



EGYPTIAN AIR CHIEF: His Majesty King Hussein 
received at the Royal Court on Wednesday FJentenant 
General Ahmad Nasser, commander of the Egyptian air 


force. The King and Gen. Nasser exchanged views on 
Jordanian-Egyptian cooperation in airforce affairs in the 

pyf nf# rf Mi^jw CwMral Mnhammad QnHah, mnunun rier 

of the Royal Jordanian Air Force (Armed Forces photo) 


Arab League hails Washington Declaration 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Arab 
League Secretary-General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid praised 
the Israel-Jordan accord of 
July 25 on Wednesday and 
urged the Jewish state to 
recognise Palestinian rights in 
Jerusalem if it wants true 
peace. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid made 
the statements to the opening 
of the 102nd meeting of fore- 
ign ministers from the Arab 
League's member states. 

The session began with the 
21 members adopting a series 
of resolutions supporting the 
Palestinian struggle and rec- 
ognising Jerusalem as capital 
of a would-be Palestinian 
state. They also urged Israel 
to stop building settlements 
around the city. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid called 
the Washington Declaration 
ending the state of belligeren- 
cy between Israel and Jordan 


“an important development” 
in resolving the Jewish state's 
conflict with the Arabs. 

But Abdul Meguid added 
that the Arab-Israeii conflict 
would not end until Israel 
withdraws from all Arab 
land. 

“Israel must realise that 
peace cannot be complete un- 
less.. .the Palestinian people 
regain their lawful rights of 
establishing a state with Holy 
Jerusalem as its capital,” he 
said. 

On Tuesday, Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres signed an agree- 
ment separating the divisive 
issue of Jerusalem from the 
question of aid to auton- 
omous Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

During its two-day meet- 
ing, the Arab League is also 
to discuss Kuwaiti prisoners 


in Iraq, Iran’s occupation of 
two islands claimed by the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Libya’s battle with the West 
over the Lockerbie bombing. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid alto 
appealed for reconciliation 
between Arab states, saving 
it was time to put behind 
them the “bitterness and 
painful memories” of the Ira- 
qi invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990 that sharply divided 
loyalties. 

An initiative he launched 
in March 1993 to promote 
Arab reconciliation should 
“form the basis" of this pro- 
cess, the secretary genera! 
said, although the issue itself 
was not on the agenda. 

The initiative called on all 
Arab countries not to inter- 
fere in the internal affairs of 
other states and to respect 
their sovereignty. But so far 
there have been few concrete 


results. 

Yemeni Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Salem Bassantia- 
wa also backed reconcilia- 
tion. “Holding ministerial 
sessions has become pure 
tradition. We meet, we gc 
back to our capitals, as if we 
had not met at all,” he pro- 
tested. 

“The time has come to 
adopt a (more efficient) 
mechanism to overcome 
inter-Arab differences.” 

But an Arab diplomat S3id 
it was unlikely the question 
would be raised since it 
needed a derision from the 
heads of state. 

Fifteen ministers from the 
22-member Arab League 
turned up for the meeting, 
while the other seven coun- 
tries were represented by 
their permanent envoys to 
the Cairo-based organisation. 


Saguy: Israel and 
Syria closer to deal 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel and Syria are moving 
closer to a first agreement in 
their peace negotiations, 
Israel’s chief of military in- 
telligence said in an interview 
published Wednesday. 

“I think that the near fu- 
ture may afford us the ability 
to bridge the gaps (in posi- 
tions),” Major General Uri 
Saguy, reportedly involved in 
secret talks with Syria, told 
the Yedioth Ahronoth daily. 

Gen. Saguy refused to give 
details or say through which 
channel the two sides were 
negotiating. Formal talks in 
Washington were suspended 
earlier this year, but Israel 
and Syria reportedly have 
established a back channel 
involving the two countries' 
ambassadors to Washington. 

An Israeli official Wednes- 
day confirmed reports that 
Syria had not rejected out- 
right a proposal involving an 
Israeli troop withdrawal on 
the Golan Heights in two 
stages, but that President 
Hafez Al Assad attached 
several conditions Israel 
found unacceptable. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has offered to with- 
draw immediately from a 
slice of the Golan, to be 
followed by a three-year test- 
ing of normalisation, includ- 
ing the exhange of ambassa- 
dors and free trade and 
travel. Only then would the 
final line of withdrawal be 
negotiated,” Mr. Rabin has 
said. 

Uri Dromi, head of the 
government press office, said 

Wednesday that Israel's offer 

indnded pulling troops back 
one or two kilometres from 
their present front position, 

without uprooting any Jewish 

settlements. 

The Syrians, however, in- 
sist that at least one Jewish 


settlement be dismantled in 
the first stage, according to 
the government official who 
confirmed a report by Israel 
Radio. 

The Syrians also want with- 
drawal to be completed with- 
in two years, before the next 
Israeli elections scheduled for 
mid-1996, the report said. 
Mr. Assad apparently is wor- 
ried that Israel’s hawkish 
opposition could regain pow- 
er before the withdrawal is 
completed, the radio said. 

The Syrians also said that 
only towards the end of the 
withdrawal process would 
they exchange of ambassa- 
dors. but not allow free trade 
and travel, the report said. 

Gen. Saguy said there was 
not the slightest sign that Mr. 
Assad would settle for less 
than all the Golan, in part 
because Israel set a precedent 
when it returned the entire 
Sinai Peninsula under its 1979 
treaty with Egypt. 

Gen. Saguy said Mr. Assad 
still had not given the green 
light for an Israeli-Syrian 
summit. 

Asked why Israeli-Syrian 
negotiations were moving 
forward after months of 
deadlock, Gen. Saguy said 
Israel’s looming 1996 elec- 
tions and the progress in 
Israel's negotiations with the 
Palestinians and Jordan 
apparently convinced Mr. 
Asad it was time to forge 
ahead. 

A Yedioth survey pub- 
lished Wednesday indicated 
that Israelis are divided on 
giving back the Golan. 

Forty-eight per cent 
opposed any troop withdraw- 
al, 20 per cent said they 

favoured a partial pullback 
and 25 per cent said they 
were ready to give back all of 
the Golan for peace with 
Syria. 


Egypt pulls off success 
with population forum 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Egyptian government basked 
Wednesday in the success of 
the U.N. population confer- 
ence which had come under 
fire from its own clergy 
as well as Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

The International Confer- 
ence on Population and De- 
'velopment (ICPD) ended on 
Tuesday with Islamic states 
like Iran, Indonesia and 
Pakistan joining a 182-nation 
consensus on a 20-year plan 
to cut the world’s booming 
birthrates. 

These states won changes 
in the plan's wording they 
charged condoned abortion 
and undermined traditional 
family values, helping to 
mute the fierce domestic cri- 
ticism which hit the conference 
when it opened on Septem- 
ber 5. 

Egypt supported the docu- 
ment without reservation but 
took the same line as other 
Muslim countries during the 
conference on abortion and 
the definition of family. 

The changes in the action 
plan “are not everything we 
wanted, but they are of im- 
portance and value,” said 
Maamiin Al Hodaiby of the 
illegal but government toler- 
ated Muslim Brotherhood. 

“The document is no lon- 
ger dangerous because of the 
efforts made, whether on the 
pan of the Vatican, the Mus- 
lim countries, the media cam- 
paigns or (Pakistani Prime 
Minister) Benazir Bhutto's 

remarks,” Mr. Hodeiby told 
AFP. 

The Brotherhood had 
issued a statement blasting 
the conference, saying it 
violated Muslim ethics. 

And Muslim militants who 

have been waging a two-year 
war to overthrow President 
Hosni Mubarak’s secular 
government had also warned 


delegates to stay away or risk 
their lives. 

But 14,000 police deployed 
for the event prevented any 
attack. 

Egypt's Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa and Population 
Minister Maher Mahran were 
both all smiles a: the dose 
when delegation after delega- 
tion thanked the host coun- 
try. 

On Wednesday, the Isla- 
mic opposition paper Al 
Ahrar, previously one of the 
biggest critics, said the con- 
ference action plan now in- 
cluded some Islamic views. 

“The conference adopted 
the action plan after ... Isla- 
mic countries entered what is 
■compatible with religions of 
the book, and their prindples 
and ethics,” wrote Al Ahrar. 

There was no immediate 
post-conference comment 
from the government- 
appointed AI Azhar, the 
world's foremost Sunni Mus- 
lim authority, which had in- 
itially opposed parts of the 
action plan. 

The consensus achieved at 
the nine-day Cairo confer- 
ence was, however, accompa- 
nied by reservations on cer- 
tain points which Islamic 
states said could still under- 
mine their views. 

But only the Vatican with- 
held full support for the final 
plan, and even it said parts of 
it were good. 

Prior to the conference, 
Iran urged Islamic countries 
to attend io bolster the Mus- 
lim stand 

Pakistan, Malaysia. In- 
donesia, Turkey. Syria and 
many other Muslim countries 
attended bui Saudi Arabia, 

Sudan, Iraq and Lebanon 
boycotted the conference. 

Muslim countries were par- 
ticularly successful in deleting 
the phrase "sexual rights" 
from the action plan. 


on peace anniversary 


SHATI CAMP (R) — 
Palestinians in Gaza self-rule 
enclave passed the first 
-anniversary of the Israeli- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace deal on 
Tuesday without celebrating, 
disappointed that a hoped-for 

economic revival remains 
elusive. 

And many youths who dur- 
ing the Palestinian uprising 
.fought in guerrilla groups 
against Israel still live in fear. 


Minister Yitzhak Rabin for 
the historic signing cere- 
mony. 

“We were hoping that our 


Abdul Nasser A1 Khali di, a 
25-year-old former member 
of the Red Eagles, an armed 
group of Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), is trying to lead a 
normal life at home under 
• Palestinian rule — but with 
difficulty. 

“I still do not feel safe. I 
cannot go back to work and I 
do not feel free to move 
.around,*' Mr. Khalidi said. 

As one of the most sought 
people on Israel’s list of 
wanted people, Mr. Khalidi 
said be did not dare approach 
any area where Israeli sol- 
diers operate checkpoints 
around Jewish settlements. 

Under the Israel-PLO 
peace agreement, Israeli sol- 
diers stayed behind to protect 
19 Jewish settlements tn the 
Gaza Strip. 

And Mr. Khalidi says he 
suspects relatives of collabor- 
ators killed during the seven- 
year Palestinian uprising 
were out to take revenge c 
former activists who returned 
home since die Israeli with- 
drawal. 

“I am always cautions. I 
won't trust anybody." he 
said. 

In Shari refugee camp, 
young men milled around 
aimlessly as older people 
chatted outside nearly de- 


conditions would become 
better, that the garbage 
would be removed from the 
streets and that our children 
would find jobs." said Abdul- 
lah AI Khalidi, 64, sitting in 
the shade in front of ar. 
empty store. 

“The Israelis have des- 
troyed everything and hand- 


ed Abu Anunar (Arafat) a 
wrecked economy, and donor 
countries are not giving him 
any thin g to work with,” he 


euphoria that swamped Gaza 
a year ago when PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat appeared 
on world television screens 
trestle U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and Israeli Prime 


Israelis sweltering on 

Y 'll 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Atone- 
ment seems harder than usual 
for Israelis this Yom Kippur, 
with the country gripped by a 
stifling beat wave and "fo- 
cused on likely painfiv .rades 
of land for peace. 

Temperatures soared ro 
the mid-90s. (30s), making 
the prosper of abstaining 
from all ar.d liquids 

throur'- : . iset Thursday 
esp.: : - wanting. 

**" : 2 b* befo. ?- 

ha • 

M" ” -•» . berg, 23. 
“And my synagogue is air- 


last minute purchases with his 
three children, said he was 
ready to repent. 


1 . ogsl told 

eir pre-fast 

«i act sc ’him 

a used by sweat- 
ed Hebrew Uni- 
. _.:itionisl Elliot Ber- 
■ naming readers to 
a" . tn>; trek in such unsea- 
sc heat to the western 


ready to repent. 

“I honked really loudly at 
another driver the other 
day.” said Mr. Noah. 42, 
“He told me l shouldn’t wear 
a skullcap if I was going to be 
so aggressive. I paused and 
thought he’s right — being 
religious means respecting 
my neighbour." 

Shimon Baron, the Secret- 
ary of the Elrom collective 
farm on the Golan Heights, 
said the 350-strong mem- 
bership usually gathers on 
Yom Kippur for a mutual 


. .ny statement said 
r. :ory chaplain issued 
»r ed:c: allowing soldiers on 
. jr> to drink water because 
' the Lear. 

'"’om Kippur ends the ten 
vs of awe” launched by 
:i Hashana. the Jewish 
; ; ear. The period is set 

l .’for asking forgiveness, 
v.: the final day reserved 

: ayer seeking atonement 

rrer God. 

“I; you haven't asked your 
felloe’s for forgiveness by 
Yom Kippur, the repentance 
if.-.’i complete,” said Rabbi 
Be-'alel Borstein, a teacher at 
Jen. >alem's 3MT seminary. 

I- eniy Noah, out making 


■‘accounting of souls," where 
members ask forgiveness 
from one another. 

But this year, the settle- 
ment took the extraordinary 
step v.>f organising a political 
meeting, after hearing re- 
ports Wednesday that they 
would be the first evacuated 
under a treaty with Syria. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin spoke last week of a 
“slight withdrawal" from the 


“We asked the prime 
minister’s office for a de- 
nial," Mr. Baron said. “They 
wouldn’t give one." He said 
the settlers could be demon- 
strating by Thursday night, 
right after the holiday. 

The Golan is closely identi- 
fied with Yom Kippur be- 
cause of the 1973 Mideast 
war, which began on the fast 
day. Syria attempted to re- 
gain the heights in that war. 



Biological experts 

end Iraq survey 


States around the world 
have promised some $700 


milli on in aid to help rebuild 
the infrastructure of the West 
Bank and Gaza — but only a 
trickle of those funds has 
been transzered to the 
Palestinian authority. 

The return home n 
thousands of Palestinians, 
most members and families 
of Palestinian security forces, 
and freedom from daily con- 
frontation with Israeli sol- 
diers have been oversha- 
dowed by lack of jobs and 
rising prices. 

Many Palestinians are still 
unable to obtain permits to 
go to work in Israel and the 
few jobs opportunities 
opened to people in the en- 
cVt has not dented high 
unemployment in Gaza. 

Some people have lost jobs 
since the peace agreement. 

Ima d Rayyan, 24, who ran 
a sub-contracting shop in 
Gaza, had to dose down 
some six months ago over 
growing difficulties in collect- 
ing payments. ^ 

He said he had no such 
problems before the peace 
agreement. 

Now he drives a taxi to 
make a living. 

“From a psychological 
point of view, we are betteT 
off. But we need also to be 
assured of our economic fu- 
ture," he said. 



MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) there was no rations 
— U.N. experts have sur- plana tion,” and whfrft 
veyed 70 sites across Iraq that have been intended for^ 
will undergo long- term mom- purpose, be said. Mr. & 
to ring to ensure that Iraq said the bombs were i 
does not try to rebuild pro hi- factored in Europe 
bited biological weapons would not say where, 
programmes, the team leader Mr. Kelly spoke to jo 


said Tuesday. ~ ists at the inspectore* reov, 

But while the Iraqi’s were base in Bahrain where 
cooper ati ve with the team in completed his report ft* 
its survey, Baghdad’s cod- U.N. Special Commfa 
turning lack of candor over overseeing the destmet 
certain aspects of the biolo- and monitoring of Baghdj 
gjcal weapons programme nuclear, biological and c 
and its removal in 1991 of mica! weapons pregnant 
buildings related to the Under tCTms ^ . 
weapons programme leave ^ ceasefire, Iran is 
hnoannff susmcianS. said i a t l.*! . 


■y * lingering suspicions, said bited from hunger 
’j» Dsvid KeUy. ing such weapons or 

Mr. Kerfy, a Bnton who _ toSg-nmg, nnnifc, 
led the 13-member U.N. c more th , 

B team on its two-month sur- winm-tres. 


led the 13-member U.N. range more than u, ~ s ' 
team on its two-month snr- kflometres . .- • 

vey, said the Iraqis “have He a*,, > e “ 

been less than canmd m As- orMmac hS'^‘ ' 
cussmg” aspects of the teok^ need to be vmed later™ • 


peal weapons programme jn^on in the i 


since he led the first inspec- 
tion in the country m August 
1991. 

Baghdad then claimed it 
had been involved only in 


plans, the survey is esseutj 

ly complete. 

“We’ve established \ 
baseline for the lone-te 
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research. Bat when inspectors monitoring to Sta rt... 
visited the main research [^P 01 * ff acce P tab * e " ! 
facility at foe Salmon Pak Mr. Kelly, 
industrial complex about 30 The sites ms team « 


kilometres south of Baghdad, through covered govenaaetf - f . 

they found side buildings and 8®“ academic ucpanDKjy'-^ 


Fires ravage Lebanon’s forests 


considered one of the 
.gion's bloodiest. 


BEIRUT (R> — Lebanese firefighters helped by troops 
and police battled or Wednesday to douse forest fires that 
have ravaged hundreds cf hectares of woods and forests, 
the Civil Defence Authority said. It said all available 
firemen were mobilised to fight a rash of blazes caused by 
days of unseasonally high temperatures and dry wind with 
the mercury soaring to 33 centigrade (91 Fahrenheit). A 
civil defence official said 75 blazes were doused on Tuesday 
but firefighters were battling another eight fires on 
Wednesday in mountains east and south-east of Beirut. 
Several apartments were also set ablaze in towns in other 
areas of the country on Tuesday night by youths throwing 
firecrackers in traditional celebrations of the Catholic Feast 
of the Cross, authorities added. Newspapers said Leba- 
non’s firemen were poorly equipped to fight the blazes but 
the civil defence official said the situation was under 
control. “So far we can handle the situation with the help of 
the army and police and we don’t need outside help,” she 
said. Last summer Britain sent three helicopters to help 
fight scores of fires in the hills and mountains across 
Lebanon. 


I will listen to what he has tc say and tell him that Iraq must 
do more to implement U.N. Security Council resolutions, 
particularly those concerning recognition of Kuwait." he 
said. Mr. Juppe did not spedfiv when the meeting would 
take place, but the General Assembly opens on Sept. 20. 
Mr. Aziz, in New York for three weeks, has launched a 
fresh initiative at foe Unitsd Nations to lift or ease the 
U.N. sanctions imposed on Iraq four years ago, after its 
August 1990 invasion of Kuwait. The U.N. Security 
Council was to review the sanctions later Wednesday, as it 
does every two months, with France among the countries 
pushing for recognition of Iraq's progress in meeting the 
conditions for lifting *“•• embargo. 


equipment had been re- and commerci al co mpan 
moved. Mr. Kellv said. m eluding foe country's 
The U.S.-led coalition that brewenes which could bei 
evicted Iraq from Kuwait in ployed for research on pn 
the Gulf war destroyed foe wted weapons, or to prod 
complex itself, but outbuild- needed bacteria, 
ings had remained. Iraq was suspected of 

“We’ve been to places veloping anthrax and boi 
where buildings, equipment nun toxin, vaccines t 
have been removed... we’re poison the blood or the bi 
deeply suspicious,” he said. and nervous system, sc 
Furthermore, foe inspec- wi thin hours or a few dj 
ton have found no traces of The U.N. Security Coa 
other components of the will consider lifting an 
weapons system they ex- embrago slapped oa > 
pected to uncover such as with its August 1990 iavas 


Beware of Somali beauties, Zimbabweans told 


that used to fill waitocads and of Kuwait only when tht sp] 
bombs with toxins. Neither daJ commission is satisfied j; 


Sudan court upholds death sentence 


KHARTOUM (R) — The Sudan high court has upheld the 
death sentence passed -on a Libyan for a machinegun attack 
on a mosque in Omdurman in February. Sixteen worship- 
ped were killed and 20 others wounded in the attack, the 
.first of its kind in Sudan. Abdul Rahman Mohammad 
Kholeifi, a Libyan, and Mohammad Al Mahi Mohammad 
Ahmad, a Sudanese, were sentenced to death by hanging 

tact mnnth for ihpir rnU in tVi#» iminrro Tn r. i-.tho.i- 


HARARE (R) — Zimbabwe’s Defence Minister Moven 
Mahachi says Somali women are so beautiful he has had to 
warn Zimbabwean soldiers serving _s peacekeepers in the 
Hom of Africa country to behave. Mr. . lahachi, speaking 
in parliament on Tuesday night, agreed with a member of 
parliament who said all steps, including providii. 0 free 
condoms, had to be taken to protect . Zimbabwean 
troops because they could hardly resist tt.c Somali beauties. 
“Yes. I agree the Somali women are nice-looking. Zimbab- 
wean soldiers stationed there have been wene 11 eainst 
interfering with them.” Mr. Mahachi saic *T am .ppv to 
report that sc far our army has been higi„y disciplined." 


bombs with toxins. Neither dal commission is sat 
was there the anmmtuv to progr a mmes of mass 

carry the deadly ger> ue tion have been dis 


But there were . j usual systems have been 

weapons, bombs tor which lished. 


Religious leader escaj 


shooting inf N. Lebanon! 


ffiWA ann< 


Officers deny wrongdoing in shooting 


last month for their role in the massacre. Two other 
Sudanese were killed a day after the attack in 2 dash with 
security forces. Kholeifi was wounded and captured. State 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Four air force officers 
signalled Tuesday that they will fight charges of dereliction 


signaucu iuesoay tnai iney win ngm cnargesor dereliction 
of duty aboard the radar plane that failed to prevent the 
“friendly fire" downing of two U.S. helicopters over Iraq. 


television on Tuesday quoted Chief Justice Obeid Haj AJi 
as saying the death sentence on Al Kholeifi had been 
confirmed by the high court. Prison authorities will cany 
out the verdict. The chief justice said the court had doubts 
about Ahmad’s participation in the attack as he had left 
Khartoum. Otndurman’s twin city, the day before the 
assault. It therefore decided to spare his life and instead he 
is to go to jail for 10 years. Kholeifi and Ahmad belong to 
an extremist group called People of Islam which believes 
that most Muslims are infidels and must be eliminated. 


“I am deeply disappointed and outraged that I have been 
accused of criminal offenses,” Major Lav. "nee M. Tracey, 


Qatar Airways to get five new planes 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar .Airways, a fledgling carrier in the 
Gulf, is negotiating with European and U.S. companies for 
five new aircraft to boost its fleet to eight planes, its 
chairman said Wednesday. Sheikh Hamad Ben Jaber Al 
Thani said some of the planes would be bought and the 
others leased. "We are studying bids from U.S. and 
European companies for the lease and purchase of five 
aircraft. This will boost our fleet to eight planes at the end 
of next year," he told the Qatari newspaper Al Sharq. 
Qatar Airways started flights in January with two Airbus 
31Qs and a Boeing 737. Its operations already cover 11 
destinations, including Bombay, Beijing, Colombo and 
London, and there are plans "to also fly to Beirut and 
Athens. 


a 14-year air force ve.eran and mission cre» commander on 
the flight, said in a written statement to the daily 
Oklahoman. “1 feel great sadness for the families of the 
persons killed in this tragic accident. However, I did 
nothing wrong." The four were crew members on an i 
airborne warning and control system aircraft monitoring a 
restricted flight zone over Iraq. Two F-15 fighters mis- 
takenly shot down two Black Hawk helicopters ferrying a - 
intemational group working with Iraqi Kurds. The news- 
paper also quoted from brief statement by Capt. Jim Wang, 
senior director of the mission crew; Joseph HaJdi, an en i 
route controller and air controller, Rickey Wilson. They, 
denied any criminal conduct and said their actions were J 
based on their training. i 


TRIPOLI (AP) — The to?"‘ conference at his Trip 
Sunni Muslim religious lead- office Wednesday afternoo 
er in north Lebanon escaped As mufti of north Let 
an apparent assassination non. Sheikh Sabonji runs t 
attempt when gunmen burst day-to-day religious affairs 
into his bedroom early «. rbers of the Sunni sect 
Wednesday and opened fire, foe province, including he 
N either Mufti Sheikh Taha riage, divorce and inh a 
Sabonji nor any member of tance matters, 
his family was injured when Sheikh Sabonji is a moder|^,7 
unidentified gunmen sneaked ate in a region where Mesa ' 
into his residence in foe sum- fundamentalist forces ai 
mer resort town of Bekaasaf- gaining ground. 


rin north of Tripoli at 3 a.tn. Political assassination n 
(0000 GMT Wednesday), rampant during the 1* 


police said. _ civil war, but there has on sti ....... ... .’ , 

Sheikh Sabonji said several been any successful attracts - - - - 

gunmen descended on ropes on politicians and religion n ' 

from :he roof of his second- leaders for the past m flVir fkrs m tinf n! 

floor apartment, and at least- years. UI1 III Cll till 

one man armed with a A bomb designed to blot ' 

submachine-gun fired 10 bul- up a group of Christian eta If TP 3 CP rl ft Aim 

lets in foe room. jes exploded while it ws tajiF f V 1 


Kuwait to build new tankers 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait plans to have three new 


lets in foe room. jes exploded while it 1 

Police bad earlier said a being planted on a road h 
man fired his 9-mm pistol • ing to a Greek Ortho* 
into foe room. There was no monastery in north Lcbai 


increased goverr 


explanation for foe discre- last year, ki llin g one culpnlj 


supertankers built to help carry its crude oil exports, an 
industry official said on Tuesday. The Kuwait's Ofl Tanker ‘ 


Juppe to meet Aziz in Mew York 


BEIRUT (AFP) — French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
has said he would meet Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tartu 
Aziz in New York on the sidelines of the U.N. Genera! 
Assembly later this month. The meeting would take place 
at the request of Mr. Aziz. Mr. Juppe told the London- 
based Arabic newspaper Al Hayat in an interview pub- 
lished on Wednesday. "He expressed the wish to see me, so 


Company (KOTC) had won approval from owner Kuwait 
Petroleum Corp (KPC) for plans to build three new large 
crude carriers ( VLCC) in the coming years, he said in brief- 
remarks by telephone. The company was expected to beein 
preparation of specification documents for foreign ship- 
yards seeking to complete for the supply of foe vessels, 
each of around 280.000 deadweight tonnage. Delivery 
could be as early as two years' time. Industry analysts say 
such vessels would cost in the region of $60 million each. 
KOTC, a subsidiary of state hydrocarbon conglomerate 
KPC, is one of the world’s largest oil tanker companies, 
operating a fleet that transports crude oil, refined products 
and liquefied petroleum gas around the world. KOTC has 
seven crude carriers, 20 product carriers and six liquefied 
petroleum gas carriers. In addition KOTC is converting 
another two VLCCs for use as mixed and product carriers. 


pancy. Thro 

Most of foe bullets came to trial, 
rest in the wooden edge of Gr 


Three others suspects are oi 


Grand mufti Sheikh HasJ " 


the bed, missing Sheikh san Khaled, spiritual head ' 
Sabonji and his wife and who Lebanon's one-mflh*oo-stn»§| ^ I 
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were sleeping, said the dene. Sunni community, along withL .A - 
Police, who arrived at at 21 other people were kifledin)'. ^ 
the scene shortly afterward, a 1989 car bomb on a Beintfl ** 

said the attackers fled 15 street. No arrests were mak 

seconds later through foe in that bombing, which ala 


burglary was behind the outspoken prominent Sb® 
br *? k :jn- cleric, was shot dead oi 


Sheikh Sabonji said he did Beirut street in 1992 by 
not recognise the gunmen, assassin on a motorcycle. No 










World News 


Cuba boat people exodus ends; 
beaches near Havana empty 


HAVANA (R)— A month- 
long exodus from Cuba 
where some 30,000 people 
left the Communist-ruled is- 
land in flimsy rafts appeared 
to be over as beaches near 
Havana emptied of boat peo- 
ple and their home-made ves- 


Cuba, fulfilling its side of a 
deal struck last week with the 
United States, said force 
would be used if necessary 
from mid-day (1600 GMT) 
Tuesday to stop rafter depar- 
tures. 

Well before then, a string 
of beaches east of the capital 
such as Cojimar, Guanabo 
and Las Brisas that have been 
focal points for departures 


vere dear of rafts and raf- 


re moved raft material from a 
stretch of beach at Guanabo. 

One group of rafters pad- 
died slowly back to the shore 
after encountering a U.S. 
Coast Guard vessel at sea and 
deciding it was not worth 
making the trip to the U.S. 
naval base at Guantanamo 
Bay, where Cuban boat peo- 
ple picked up at sea by die 
Lf.S. Coast Guard are being 
taken. 

Only 33 people were pick- 
ed up by the Coast Guard 
Tuesday, compared to 283 
intercepted Monday. 

Along the coast at Las Bri- 
sas, two young Coast Guard 
officers stood watch during 
the morning among the rock 
pools as a solitary couple 
sunbathed on the sand be- 
hind. 

The officers said the last of 


the rafters had left late Mon- 
day. 

At Cojimar,- a rocky 
stretch of beach that turned 
into virtually an unofficial 
port after President Fidel 
Castro relaxed the rules on 
rafter departures on Aug. 12, 
there was nobody on the 
beach at all. 


A police car slowly patrol- 
led the road behind a 
shoreline that just days ago 
was populated by wiry young 
men and their inner-tube, oil 
drum and wood vessels. 


Police also guarded some 
roads into Cojimar, 10 miles 
(15-km) east of Havana to 
ensure compliance with an' 
order issued at the weekend 
banning transport of rafts or 
raft materia] down to the 
coast ahead of Tuesday's 


damp-down. 

Cuba called a halt to the 
exodus after reaching an im- 
migration accord last Friday 
with the United States under 
which Washington has agreed 
to increase to a minimum of 
20,000 the number of visas it 
grants each year to Cubans. 

There may still be some 
Cubans who take to the sea in 
rafts as they did previously, in 
dan destine fashion, although 
last week’s deal confirms that 
if they are picked by the U.S. 
Coast Guard, they will not be 
admitted to the United 



The end to mass depar- 
tures — the exodus was the 
biggest from Cuba since the 
1980 Mariel boatlift — closed 
a chapter on a tense period in 
Cuba that began two months 
ago with the sinking of a 
stolen tugboat used by 
would-be emigrants to the 
United States. 

Thirty-two people 
drowned. Cuba insisted that 
the sinking of the tugboat by 
pursuing vessels was an acd- 


Cabaa rafters wave to a Coast Guard helicop- beaches to fleeing rafters in an agr 
ter Tuesday after being spotted some 15 miles reached with the U.S. (AFP photo) 
off the Cuban coast. Cuba bas closed its 


dent, but President Bill Clin- 
ton called the July 13 incident 
an example of Cuban “bru- 
tality.” 

A spate of further hijack- 
ings of state-owned vessels 
toward Florida in late July 
and early August triggered 
unprecedented street dashes 
in Havana on Aug. 5. 

Mr. Castro, blaming the 
clashes on the United States 
and saying he was fed up with 
trying to “guard” the U.S. 
coastline for it, ordered more 
flexibility shown towards raf- 
ters on Aug. 12. 


Japanese 

divided 


on U.N. 


Lesotho king restores 
democratic government 


I Clinton 


seat bid 


TOKYO (.AFP) — Japanese 
■public and political opinion 
was divided Wednesday by 
the government’s derision to 
seek a permanent seat on the 
United Nations Security 
Council. 

Already three government 
ministers have expressed re- 
servations over the decision 
announced by Foreign Minis- 
ter Yohei Kono Tuesday to 


a U.N. General Assembly 
meeting on Sept. 27. 

“There are still many scars 
of the war in Asia. We should 
be prudent,” said Home 
Minister Nonaka quoted in 
Wednesday’s Tokyo Daily. 

But Japan's candidacy has 
already won backing from 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali, who left 
Tokyo Wednesday for China 
after a four-day visit to 
Japan. 


MASERU (AFP) — 
Lesotho's King Letsie III 
Wednesday reinstated the 
elected government he 
ousted last month, bowing to 
pressure from the tiny south- 
ern African kingdom’s 
powerful neighbours. 

An agreement returning 
power to Prime Minister Ntsu 
Mokhehle was signed at the 
royal palace here in the pre- 
sence of officials from South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and Bots- 
wana, who had helped broker 
an end to the constitutional 
crisis. 

Final details of the accord 
were not released but a draft 
copy indicated it included 
agreement on the return of 
King Letsie ’s father. King 
Mos hoes hoe, to the throne 
and pledged no action would 
be taken against those who 
supported the king's actions. 

King Letsie is believed to 
have ousted Mr. Mokhehle’s 
government because it was 
refusing the return of King 
Moshoeshoe, who was de- 


throned in 1990 after being 
accused by Lesotho's then 
military rulers of interfering 
in politics. 

Lesotho, which is landlock- 
ed by South Africa, was 
plunged into turmoil on Aug. 
17 when King Letsie deposed 
Mr. Mokhehle's government, 
disbanded parliament and 
suspended parts of the con- 
stitution. 


signs 


crime bill 


The king’s actions sparked 
international condemnation 
and demands for the restora- 
tion of Mr. Mokhehle, whose 
Basotholand Congress Party 
(BCP) won every seat in par- 
liament in March 1993 elec- 
tions, the first polls in 
Lesot ho sinc e 1970. 

South African President 
Nelson Mandela, backed by 
Robert Mugabe of Zim- 
babwe and Ketumile Masire 
of Botswana, summoned 
King Letsie to Pretoria on 
Aug. 25 and demanded that 
the 34-year-old monarch res- 
tore democracy. 


The controversy over the 
candidacy immediately resur- 
faced in a country still 
traumatised by its military 
agression of World War n 
and earlier. Public opinion 
here is largely in favour of 
maintaining the pacifist con- 
stitution adopted by Tokyo 
after the war. 

Health Minister Shoichi 
Ide and Director General of 
the Management and Coor- 
dination Agency Tsuruo 
Yamaguchi have openly 
opposed Japan's candidacy, 
citing it as risky and prema- 
ture as there has been little 
public debate on the subject. 


If comet hits, good-bye 
human race — physicist 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton signed 
a £30 billion crime bill aimed 
at making America’s streets 
safer and giving Democrats in 
Congress some grist for then- 
fall re-election campaigns. 

“Let us roll up our sleeves 
to roll back this awful tide of 
violence and reduce crime in 
this country,” Mr. Clinton 
said at a White House cere- 
mony with all the colourful 
trappings of a traditional 
campaign rally. “We have the 
tools now. Let us get about 
the business of using diem.” 

He signed the bill on die 
White House South Lawn in 
a grandiose ceremony with 
patriotic music, fluttering 
flags and bunting of red, 
white and bhie. The lawn was 
crowded with members of die 
House of Representatives 
and Senate, the Clinton 
cabinet, city mayors, and 
many others. 

Skidmarks from a small 
plane that crashed on the 
lawn and skidded against the 
White Housej 


-idN 
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erupted betwen rival Catholic and_ Protestant (AFP photo) 


Belfast Protestants take to streets 


BELFAST (R) — Protestant 
gangs angered by Dublin’s 
acceptance of an IRA cease- 
fire and upset by alleged 
police harassment took to the 
streets of Belfast overnight, 
burning cars and throwing 
petrol bombs. 

A police spokesman said 
Wednesday the disturbances, 
widespread across Protestant 
areas, were contained within 
a few hours. 

“There were a number of 
incidents — vehicles were 
set on fire, a number of pet-' 
rol bombs thrown,” be said. 

Another spokesman said a 
shot was fired at police, hit- 
ting a house, and a loaded 
handgun was later found 
abandoned. He said no in- 
juries were reported but 
three people were arrested. 

Northern Ireland’s Protes- 
tant majority has become in- 
creasingly uneasy about its 
future since an IRA ceasefire 
two weeks ago. 

Local Ulster Unionist Par- 
ty councillor Chris McGimp- 
sey said tensions between 
some residents and police 
were to blame. 

“I think there is a fear that, 
with the ceasefire, police will 
be pulled more and more 
from (Republican) areas and 
the fear is... they will be 
deployed to loyalist areas,” 
he told British Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio. 

Protestant activists, called 
loyalists for their desire to 
remain part of Britain, are 


starkly opposed to a unified 
Ireland, the goal of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
which says it has ended its 
25-year guerrilla war against 
Britain. 

The Protestants are also 


angry about the warm recep- 
tion Ireland has given to the 


tion Ireland has given to the 
IRA’s political wing Sinn 
Eein since the ceasefire 
announcement. The once- 
shunned Sin Fein head Gerry 
Adams went to Dublin within 
days and met Mr. Reynolds 
— and on Tuesday Irish offi- 
cials met Sinn Fein delegates 


In Dublin, Irish Prime 
Minister Albert Reynolds de- 
nied that his government had 
disregarded the feelings of 
disregarded unionists by meeting 
with the IRA’s political wing 
Sinn Fein. “The doors are 
open to everybody,” he told 
reporters. “There is no spe- 
cial treatment for Sinn Fein, 
or anybody else.” 

Mr. Reynolds has written 
to Protestant Unionist parties 
to invite then to join his 
forum for peace mid reco un- 
cilia tion, which Sinn Fein and 
Irish parties will attend. The 
unionists rejected earlier in- 
vitations. 

Irish Foreign Minister Dick. 
Spring Wednesday expressed 
concern about the Protestant 
violence and appealed to Pro- 
testant extremists to join the 
IRA ceasefire. 

But be also defended the 
talks with Sinn Fein. “What 


Balladur, Delors lead presidency race 


PARIS (R) — European 
Commission President Jac- 
ques Delon has made up 
group on front-runner Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur in 
an undeclared race for the 
French presidency in 1995, a 
poll said Wednesday. 

The survey, in the daily Le 
Parisien, showed that 53 per 
cent of French voters would 
have confidence in conserva- 
tive Balladur as president, 
just ahead of Socialist Delors 
on 52 per cent. 

Support for Mr. Delors, a 
former French finance minis- 
ter who stands down as head 
.of the Brussels-based com- 


mission in December, has 
leapt from 47 per cent in 
August while Mr. Bahadur’s 
rating has risen less dramati- 
cally, from 50 per cent. 


Neither man has said he is 
a candidate to succeed Social- 
ist President Francois Mitter- 
rand after elections in May — 
Mr. Balladur has said be does 
not plan to talk about the 
elections until 1995. 


Two former prime minis- 
ters, centrist Raymond Barre 
and neo-GauIlist Paris Mayor 
Jacques Chirac, trailed the 


two front-runners with 38 and 
37 per cent respectively. The 


For years Japan has been 
regarded as a strong conten- 
der for permanent mem- 
bership of the Security Coun- 
cil alongside Britain, China, 
France, Russia and the Un- 
ited States. 

Mr. Kono Tuesday set 
down conditions for Japan's 
inclusion in the group, cen- 
tring on assurances that the 
country would not be ex- 
pected to take aggressive part 
in U.N action. 

A recent decision to send 
Japanese soldiers to 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
A newly-discovered comet is 
heading Earth’s way and will 
probably miss, but a collision 
could wipe out the human 
race, renowned British physi- 
cist Stephen Hawking said 
Wednesday. 

News reports last weekend 
quoted astronomers as saying 
fragments of a new comet, 
Machholz-2, discovered by 
an American last month, are 
believed to be on a collision 
course with Earth. 

“I drink it’s almost certain 
the comet will miss Earth,” 
said Mr. Hawking, answering 
questions from reporters 
through his computerised 
voice synthesiser. 


out the dinosaurs,” he said. 

Mr. Hawking said his 
neatest fear was that die 
human race would be elimin- 
ated by nuclear war, a genetic 
accident “or some other 


Barry wins primary to become Washington mayor 


WASHINGTON (R) — For- 
mer Washington Mayor Ma- 


the international community, 
was also the subject of wide- 
spread criticism Wednesday. 


“If it did hit, it would 
probably mean the end of the 
human race,” he added. 

Mr. Hawking suffers from 
a motor disease called 
amyothrophic lateral scler- 
osis that has left him almost 
totally paralysed and con- 
fined to a wheelchair. 

He arrived in Malaysia 
Tuesday for a five-day visit 
during which be will give 
lectures relating to cosmolo- 


“If we can get through the 
next 100 years, we can prob- 
ably spread into space. So, if 
a disaster did hit Earth, it 
wouldn’t mean die end of the 
human race.” 

Previewing a theme he will 
pursue in his lectures, Mr. 
Hawking said humans were 
on the brink of a revolution 
in winch it would be possible 
to “design our evolution.” 
“It’s now possible, or soon 
will be, to alter the genetic 
code to select for characteris- 
tics of intelligence, or longer 
life. Tm not saying that's 
desirable, but it is likely to 
happen. We will be designing 
our own evolution.” 

Mr. Hawking, author of 
the best selling Brief History 
Of Time, has also written a 
book on his favourite subject 
entitled. Black Holes And 


The main newspapers here 
were concerned that on an 
issue of humanitarian aid. the 
parties in the ruling coalition 
appeared more concerned 
about the number of 
machineguns to be supplied 
to the Japanese peacekeeping 


imum of iv.o machineguns to 
be included, while the Social- 
ists opposed any. A com- 
promise was reached with a 
single machine-gun mounted 
on a vehicle. The soldiers will 
carry 76 pistols between them 
and "163 assault rifles. 


At the weekend, astro- 
nomers observed five frag- 
ments hurtling into the solar 
system on a path that would 
take them within Earth's 
orbit. 

Duncan Steele, of the 
Anglo- Australian Observa- 
tory, told the Daily Tele- 
graph the fragments would 
probably not hit Earth for 
another 109 years, if at ail. 

‘We might be wrong. It 
could happen in the next few 
decades,” he added. 

Hawking said scientists be- 
lieved comets hit die Earth 
about every 10 milli on years 
or so. “The last time Earth 
was hit by a comet, it created 
the Gulf of Mexico and wiped 


Tm currently working on 
what happens to black holes 
when they give out radiation, 
caosing them to evaporate 
and eventually disappear 
completely,” he said. 

“I want to know how the 
universe works,” he said 
when asked what motivates 
him as he sits imm obile in his 
wheelchair. 

He was able only to move 
two fingers to manipulate a 
band-held device that chose 
words on a computer screen 
propped up in front of his 
face. 

"I want to know why it 
works, indeed, why it oper- 
ates at all. One can define 
God as the answer to the 
question, why does the uni- 
verse bother to exist?” 


session of crack cocaine four 
years ago, rose from the poli- 
tical ashes by winning the 
Democratic primary to re- 
claim his old job. 

With all the votes counted, 
Barry defeated District of 
Columbia council member 
John Ray by 48 per cent to 37 
per cent. All the candidates 
were black in this majority 
African-American city. 

The primary normally de- 
cides the election in this 
heavily Democratic city, 
although Mr. Barry may face 
a challenge from an indepen- 
dent. Election day is Nov. 8. 

Middle class and white vo- 
ters rallied behind Mr. Ray in 
a bid to stop Mr. Barry, who 
served six months in jail for 
his drugs conviction, while 
poorer blacks backed Mr. 
Barry. 

Primaries were being held 
in nine states as well as in the 
District of Columbia ahead of 
November mid-term elec- 
tions. 

Democrats and Republi- 
cans were selecting candi- 
dates to Congress or a host of 
other offices in party primar- 


state representative and 
father of 10 who ran on a 
platform of traditional 
Christian values. Broadcast 
reports projected Mr. Carl- 
son as the winner. 

The race was being closely 
watched as a measure of the 
power of the Christian fun- 
damentalist right in the Re- 
publican Party. 

In the Maryland Republi- 
can primary for governor, fis- 
cal conservative Ellen Sauer- 
bray upset representative 
Helen Bentley, who had res- 
igned her congressional seat 
after five terms to run for the 
state house. 

The winner will face Parris 
Glendenmg, a local county 
executive, who handily won 
the Democratic primary. Hts 
running mate for hcuteoant 
governor is Kathleen Ken- 
nedy Townsend, a daughter 


race. 

“It's going to be difficult 
because there's still trouble in 
this state there’s still trouble 
in the country. All incum- 
bents are in trouble the peo- 
ple are very negative,” Mr. 
Cuomo told reporters at his- 
New York headquarters. 


Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan defeated black 
activist A1 Sharpton and 12-- 
term Democratic congress- 
man Charles Rangel beat 
Adam Gayton Powell IV, 
son of the man Mr. Rangel 


ies in Arizona. Connecticut. 
Maryland, Minnesota, New 
Hampshire, New York. 
Rhode Island, Vermont and 
Wisconsin. 

In Minnesota, Republican 


Governor Arne Carlson defe- 
ated ultra-conservative fellow 
Republican rival Allan Quist, 
a Christian hardliner who 
won his party's nomination 
on a strong anti-abortion, 
anti-homosexual platform. 

With 34 per cent of the 
vote counted, the first-term' 
moderate governor bad 67 
per cent compared to 33 per 
cent for Mr. Quist, a former 


of the late Robert Ken- 
nedy. 

In the race for Senate 
nomination to face Democra- 
tic incumbent Paul Sarbanes, 
fonner Tennessee Senator 
William Brock, who has 
moved to Maryland, led local 
developer Ruthann Aron 35 
per cent to 28. 

In Rhode Island, two-term 
Democratic Governor Bruce 
Sundlun, who admitted 
fathering a child out of wed- 
lock, was defeated by state 
Senator Myrth York. 

Another member of the 
Kennedy clan, Patrick Ken- 
nedy, the 26-year-old son of 


Tom Duane, a homosexual 
who caries the virus which 
causes AIDS, was defeated in 
his bid to run for the House 
of Representatives. 

Id the capital, Mr. Barry 
capped on amazing political 
comeback four years after the 
FBI videotaped him .taking 
crack cocaine with a girl 
friend in a hotel room. 

In Arizona, three Demo- 
crats. Representative Sam 
Coppersmith, State Senator 
Cindy Resnick and Secretary 
of State Richard Mahoney 
were locked in a tight race for 
the nomination to succeed 
retiring Senator Dennis De- 
concini. The Republican 


nominee. Representative 
John Ky], was unopposed in 
the primary. 


Mr. Symington’s Democra- 
tic opponent would be Terry 
Goddard, a fonner Phoenix 
mayor, who led with 38 per 
cent against grocery store 
chain owner Eddie Basha 
who had 33 per cent with 
about half the vote counted. 

In Wisconsin, first term 
Senator Herb Khol handily 
won renqmination in the 
Democratic primary and will 
face Robert Welch, a con- 
servative GOP challenger in 
the November election. 

New Hampshire Governor 
Stephen Merrill easily won 
his state’s Republican prim- 
ary and will face Democrat 
Wayne King in November. 

In Connecticut, former Re- 
publican congressman John 
Rowland easily won his prim- 
ary battle for governor. 

Political neophyte William 
Curry posted a come-ffom- 
behind Democratic victory, 
each earning a spot in the 
November contest to replace 
Lowell Weicker, who de- 
cided not to run after a single 
term. 


With close to half the votes 
counted. Sen. Resnick held a 
narrow lead with 33 per cent 


Rhode Island Democratic 
primary for the House of 
Representatives. 

In New York, Governor 
Mario Cuomo easily won the 
Democratic primary and will 
face state Senator Pataki in 
what is expected to be a close 


while Mr. Coppersmith had 
32 per cent and Mr. Mahoney 


The seat held by Sen. De- 
concini is one of a number 
that Republicans are hoping 
to wrest from Democratic 
control in the Nov. 8 elec- 
tion. 

Arizona Governor Fife 


In Vermont, Jan Backus 
won the Democratic Party 
nomination for U.S. Senate 
over Douglas Costle, local 
television reported. Mr. 
Backus will oppose one-term 
mrambem Republican James 
Jeffords in November. 

Republican John Carroll 
won the primary race for the 
state s only congressional 


seat. Mr. Carrol! will run 
against independent incum- 
bent Benue Sanders. 


Judge supports ^ 
move to keen IL 


move to keep 
sculpture 

LONDON (R) — A jufa. 


I threw out an attempt to oJJf 
turn a British government d&. 
cision to stop the expoit-flf 

The Three Graces sculptafe 

to California's 

Museum. The judge 
to allow a judicial review' of 
the government deciskn^A 
month which altowettSIjfi 
museums a final dutncig^Q 


match a bid from 
based museum. He 


unfairly. The Calif^^* 
based J. Paul Getty^^g 
which agreed to tmy 
Three Graces for 


Policemen m riot gear discuss next to an gangs at the courthouse where a Catholic 

armoured vehicle at the scene of riots at suspect was stand i ng trial for the attempted 

CnunBn Road Courthouse in Belfast. Violence murder of a Protestant extremist, police said 


you saw yesterday was part of 
the necessary consultations to 
establish die forum as soon as 
possible,” he said. 

British ex-Chancellor (Fi- 
nance Minister) Norman 
Lamont accused Prime 
Minister John Major of badly 
handling Protestant unhappi- 
ness, worsening instead of 
calming their fears. 

“The problem has been 
compounded by the British 
government’s portrayal of it- 
self as a disinterested, honest 
broker in the peace process. 
This, of course, is impossi- 
ble,” he wrote in the U.S. 
Wall Street Journal. 

“No government can be 
indifferent as to whether a 
part of its country switches 
allegiance,” added Mr. 
Lamont, whom Mr. Major 
sacked last year after bitter 
debate within the ruling Con- 
servative Party. 

Mr. Lamont also bluntly 
warned the U.S. administra- 
tion not to interfere unneces- 
sarily in Northern Ireland 
affairs. The United States has 
seen itself as a broker, irritat- 
ing the British government by 
giving Mr. Adams one visa 
and hinting he could easily 
get another. 

Earlier Tuesday about 80 
Protestant men and women 
confronted police outside a 
Belfast courthouse where a 
Catholic man was standing 
trial for the attempted mur- 
der of an alleged Protestant 
extremist leader. 


museum in 1989, wanted’ ife r?, 'j t if j 

court in Leeds, northemEa- 1# 

gland, to overrule the**. Mi ^ - ‘ — r „, 

ernment decision, fnn^ • 3 ***■*"* * ‘ , 

for the Getty Trust said later Ld&ni* vwir *" f a 

it planned to appeal against 9 it r ” ' £- 

the decision within the nea i* r .«>. ITY < 

week. Art lovers fought • Q rt(*P H 

five years to keep foe 194 


century marble sculpture by ^ — 

Italian Antonio Canova in ' r 
British hands. The Getty ',»*>"'**■” 
Trust agreed to buy the sculp : 

ture for £7.6 million ($1LW ' 


million) in 1989, but govern- * 

meat ministers repeatedly de- ' 
layed the final go-ahead ft* 
its export to allow Brit&j 'y 
museums time to raise the Cl'.'' * 
money. London’s Victoria "•*•** 

and Albert Museum and the -^,0: ,? ~ r 


National Galleries for Scot- 
land raised £5.8 million 
(S9.04 million) in an appeal 
In August the government 
allowed a further three 
months for British interests 
to match the Getty TWs 
bid. Multi-millionaire John 
Paul Getty IT offered to don. 
ate £1 million ($1.55 mflEon), 


But he almost withdrew the 
offer when Timothy Oifford, **: • 
director of the National Gal- *?'. 


leries of Scotland, accused] 


him of being motivated by | : 
ill-wili towards his father, J. ] 


supports the Getty Musetmi 
Finally, Dutch-bom art com* . 


poll was based on interviews 
with 1,000 voters in early 
September. 

Mr. Balladur, a member of 
the neo-Gauflist Rally For 
the Republic parly beaded by 
Mr. Chirac, has been helped 
by signs of economic revival 
in France, by a French milit- 
ary operation in Rwanda and 
the capture of guerrilla “Car- 
los the jackal.” 

He was further bolstered 
by a separate poll in the daily 
Le Figaro Wednesday show- 
ing the French were less pes- 
simistic about die economy 
and the social outlook than 
six months ago. 


lector Hans Heinrich 
Thyssen-Eomemisza stepped s P r,k ’ > 
in with the final £800,000 .. 

($1.25 million) needed to 
keep it in Britain. 332 i-i '. ' \ 

a^r. - 

Sexually explicit [ ^ 
exhibit opens ■*£.'.■ 

at gallery 

run by nuns ^ : 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) - Sra .f: 
Sculptures of genitalia. A laiCwr' .... 1 - 
painting of an angel having «‘*ii * .. 

sexual intercourse on eo atotau: v... 
altar. Pop star Madonna's atii-:?. t.:- 
latest book? Try the latest Wdcj- . H.v 
exhibit at an art gallery nm top jx 
by Roman Catholic rums, aic 
The nuns and the Ardxfio- » rscMrr: 
cese of San Antonio haw 
been besieged by calls from •Reax ^ : 
irate Texans. The archbishop it 
has declared himself “highly ratio . : 
offended, insulted and hurt at Jac -t, c :r - 
this ‘art’.” And on Tuesday, • 

one day after the exhibit atofaitr.: *, r _. 
opened, it was shut down 


until further notice for review ] Ik]* 2 . 
by the religious order thatllfUUMH 


by the religious order that 
operates the gallery. “We 
apologise for any confask® 
or hurt that the community 


has felt,” said Edna Perez- L r ,, 0 

Vega, spokeswoman for foe UV UlCllS ^ 
Sisters of Charity of the In- 


about 500 nuns throughout 
the United States, Mexico 


Symington, seeking* re- 
election to a second term, 
declared victory in his bid for 
the Republican nomination 
after building up a comman- 
ding lead over his challenger, 
Phoenix lawyer Barbara Bar- 


inc urn tea araies, me**-" . 

and Peru. The exhibit ol Ar; 

works of Houston artist Ei 

Done 11 HOI, titled “spmtnal, JJABad,r. .. . 
sensual, sexual,” openri - '7 


sensual, sexual, upcnw | ^ "cqpcy 
Monday at a renovated I ^woted f ; j ; 


rauuoay ai a 

century-old barn called in offer -• 
barn — a centre for spiritual- 3 rj* Secret w.’ 


uarn — a centre ior spuuu-r | ^ «oet 3r . 
ity and art. Sister Alice ;o ^ . 

deit, the gallery’s (firector. o\ e: £*** 


said she prayed before. ^ | Mir-ir*- 
eriribit went up and decided J saiij p a v'!.’ 


exhibit went up and decided p a v * 

the work should be sfww the offJ. ' 
because “sexuality is J 
tremendous gift from God. 


exhibit) is pornography. IA * *4 * • : ' 

sacred rendition of the beafr Ijl 
ty of sexuality.” John GaB® - t °®ciak - 
er, a 65-year-okl Catfag pdh: 
who saw a photo of the wort $ offer hc^.^' 
in the newspaper, had a dine- ^ ^uitenjjj . ... 
rent take on it. “I’ve - The u. : . 

seen such a sacrilegioos pM- 8^ Ptt* 00 f ,v. i; 
nographic display in a CbSw .‘Nash-*,. 

Kc institution in my 
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Advance team of observers to deploy in Serbia 


GENEVA (AFP) — Interna- 
tional observers will begin 
deploying this week on the 
Yngoslav-Bosnian border to 
ensure Serbia’s compliance 
with the global blockade 
. against renegade Serbs in 
Bosnia, international 
mediator Lord Owen 
announced Wednesday. 

An initial team of Nordic 
observers tasked with moni- 
toring sanctions will head for 
Serbia Thursday followed by 
.a second contingent Friday, 
be said at a press conference. 

Serbia agreed to the pre- 
sence of unarmed monitors 
on its borders in hopes of 
gaining an end to UN- 
mandated sanctions which 
. have crippled its economy for 
the past 28 months. 

Official Serbian media re- 
ported Wednesday that an 
easing of the economic 
. embargo was imminent since 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
• had met international de- 
mands that he end Belgrade’s 
. support for Bosnia's separat- 
>ist Serbs. 

- Serbia announced the 
blockade after the Bosnian 
Serbs rejected the latest plan 
to end the two-and-a-half 
year Bosnian conflict. 

But there was no 
announcement yet from the 
United Nations or Western 
capitals about the impact of 
Serbian compliance. 

Lord Owen said the obser- 
vers “will be charged with 
checking that only humanita- 
rian aid goes across the bor- 
der into Bosnia-Heraegovina 
through the territory of Ser- 
bia and Montenegro” — the 
.two components of rump 
Yugoslavia. 

“The aim is to build up by 
the weekend a sufficient team 
to stan to be deployed either 
in cases where the humanita- 
rian aid is packed and distri- 
buted or at the border points 


and to work alongside cus- 
toms officers or the Yugoslav 
Red Cross,” he said. 

“We can’t prejudge what 
will be necessary beyond 
that," he added. 

The head of the 270- 
member observer group, 
Swedish General Bo Pellnas, 
was to arrive in Belgrade 
Wednesday to discuss the de- 
ployment, diplomats said. 

The Serbian government 
had not confirmed his visit, 
however. 

A total of 135 members of 
the group, drivers and trans- 
lators, is to be supplied by 
Belgrade, Lord Owen said. 

Lord Owen said that Ser- 
bia’s agreement to allow de- 
ployment of the monitors 
should result in clear interna- 
tional moves in favour of 
Belgrade. 

“I have always believed 
that it was a tremendous 
error that we didn’t follow up 
really effectively President 
Milosevic’s support for the 
Vance-Owen peace plan,” he 
said, referring to an earlier 
peace initiative by himself 
and U.N. envoy Cyrus 
Vance. 

“That has been a lesson 
that has been learned and we 
o were determined not to let 
that opportunity go for a 
. second time,” he said. 

— Lord Owen said he hoped 
Serbian isolation could end 
since “throughout this dis- 
pute there has been a wide- 
spread feeling, which is a sort 
of paranoia, a Serb-against- 
the-world feeling, which has 
been stocked up by some 
people who have an interest 
in it.” 

“I am very pleased that we 
have broken this myth that 
the world is always totally 
against the Serbs,” he said. 

Meanwhile Bosnian Serb 
and government forces con- 


tinue to dash near vital supp- 
ly routes, a U.N. spokesman 
said Wednesday. 

Bosnian Serb ground 
forces fought the mainly- 
Muslim Bosnian army Tues- 
day in the Konjic area. 45 
kilometres (28-miles) south- 
west of Sarajevo in clashes 
Croat military officials here 
said aimed to test defensive 
lines. 

Meanwhile, Bosnian army 
and Bosnian Croat troops 
traded artillery fire with Serb 
forces around Serb-held 
Brcko in northern Bosnia, 
which guards the strategic 
Posavina Corridor linking 
Serb-held areas in east and 
west Bosnia. 

The exchanges marked the 
first time in two months that 
Bosnian Croats in the Orasje 
pocket north of Brcko have 
shelled the Serbs. 

U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) spokesman 
Eric Chaperon reported a 90- 
shell exchange between the 
two sides, the Bosnian army 
targetting Brcko, the Serbs 
government-held Brka, eight 
kilometres (five miles) away 
on the Posavina corridor's 
southern flank. 

Orasje Croats later fired at 
least seven rockets at Brcko, 
sparking Serb retaliation. - 

Maj. Chaperon reported 
heavy shelling for the second 
straight day in the Konjic 
area, with 50 S2mm mortar 
rounds landing including five 
direct hits on the town. 

The Bosnian army 
appeared to have gained 
ground following Tuesday's 
fierce infantry battles, 
sparked by Serb probing 
attacks along the front. 

“The action is not as signi- 
ficant as the purpose” a 
Croat military official told 
AFP Tuesday. 

Konjic is a priority Serb 


target, sitting on a supply 
route lifeline between the 
Adriatic coast, Sarajevo and 
Tuzla in the north. 

It is the only all-weatber 
route along which food, fuel 
and eventually heavy 
weapons can move through 
government-held territory in 
central and northern Bosnia. 

Strategists at UNPROFOR 
and in the Croat-Muslim fed- 
eration agree capture of Kon- 
jic would enable the Serbs to 
strangle Sarajevo without 
breaching the heavy weapons 
exclusiohn zone around the 
capital and risking NATO 
airstrikes. 

The Serb’s next target 
would be to isolate the north- 
ern city of Tuzla, driving 
north from the OIovo-Brugle 
region and south from the 
Doboj finger to sever 
federation-controlled terri- 
tory into two at its narrowest 
point, a Croat source told 
AFP. 

Federation forces mean- 
while could cut Serb-held ter- 
ritories in two by snapping 
shut the Posavina Corridor at 
Brcko. 

But to hold onto the area 
the U.S. -backed Croat- 
Muslim federation would 
need heavy weapons which 
only a.. lifting- of the . arms 
embargo, can. bring. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
— cornered by a massive vote 
in Congress — has vowed to 
act unilaterally after Nov. 1 
if the Serbs continue to reject 
the peace plan on the table 
after a mid-October dead- 
line. 

U.S. diplomatic sources 
have hinted that Washington 
is scrambling to stitch 
together a compromise with 
its contact group allies trad- 
ing a lifting of the U.N. 
Security Council arms embar- 
go with an easing of sanctions 
against Serbia. 



Supporters of opposition leader Nawaz Sharif Rawalpindi railway station, 15-km from Isla- 
(left), shower petals during his address at mabad (AFP photo) 


Bhutto’s main opposition leader 
to launch long march on Islamabad 


Pakistan 
dismayed 
by India’s 
no to 

mediation 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tan said Wednesday it was 
disappointed by India’s rejec- 
tion of an offer by United 
Nations Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali to mediate in 
the dispute over Kashmir. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said Pakistan had 
accepted the offer, which Dr. 
Ghali renewed during a visit 
to Islamabad last week. 

. “The government of Pakis- 
tan is most disappointed that 
India 1ms rejected the offer," 
he said. 

Indian officials said last 
-week New Delhi could not 
accept the offer because it did 
not want to internationalise 
the issue. The two nations 
have fought two of their three 
-wars over Kashmir since they 
-rained independence from 
Britain in 1947. 

Dr. GhaK told a news con- 
ference in Islamabad last 
week the situation in Kash- 
mir had worsened and he 
promised honestly to encour- 
age a dialogue between die 
two protagonists. 

The offer was in accord- 
ance with the seexetap'- 
generaPs responsibilities 
under the U.N. Charter, the 
Pakistani spokesman said. 

■ He called the Indian post- 
ure contrary to the U.N. 

Charter and international law 
and said the hoped New De- 
lhi would review its position 
and accept the offer. 

More than 17,000 people 
have died in a four-year in- 
surgency in the two-thirds of 
Kashmir under Indian role. 
Muslim militants seek inde- 
pendence or union with 
Pakistan, which controls the 
remainder of the Himal ayan 
region. 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan’s main opposition 
leader Nawaz Sharif, buoyed 
by the public response to his 
first nationwide campaign 
against Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto, says be will 
now launch a long march on 
Islamabad. 

Concluding his 1,700 
kilometres (1,000 mile) two- 
day rail journey from Karachi 
to ’ Peshawar, Sharif told a 
rally in die extreme north- 
west city that he would issue 
a call to march on Islamabad 
to force Bhutto to step down 
and hold fresh elections. 

Mr- Sharif gave no date for 

the next phase of the cam- 
paign but sources in his party, 
claiming that the government 
could fall by December, said 

he would announce his future 
programme within days. 

During his whistle-stop rail 
campaign. Mr. Shanf told 
large crowds en route that the 

political struggle launched by 

his Pakistan Muslim League 


(PML) would continue until 
the “corrupt, incompetent 
and anti-state government” 
was ousted. 

The train march was an 
action replay of one launched 
by his ardi foe Ms. Bhutto in 
1992 when Mr. Sharif himself 
was prime minister. 

Throughout the train jour- 
ney Mr. Sharif accused Ms. 
Bhutto’s 10-month old gov- 
ernment of political horse- 
trading, putting the country's 
integrity at stake over Kash- 
mir and the nuclear program- 
me and failing to offer an 
agenda for Pakistan's econo- 
mic progress . 

Analysts m Mr. Sharif s 
powerbase of Punjab said the 
train march had garnered 
public support which was the 
former premier’s first aim. In 
Bhutto’s home province 
Sindh the gathering at some 
stations was “beyond ex- 
pectations,” analysts said. 

“Benazir has lost the sup- 
port of the people and her 


government is over,” Mr. 
Sharif told journalists on 
board the Khyber Mail Ex- 
press. 

Analysts here said though 
Mr. Sharif succeeded in pull- 
ing crowds, the government 
remained well entrenched. 
Police kept a low profile dur- 
ing the rail campaign. 

Ms. Bhutto herself left on a 
trip to Morocco and Spain 
ahead of the campaign saying 
that the train march posed no 
threat to her government. 

Lahore's independent daily 
The Nation said the govern- 
ment spokesman had under- 
estimated Mr. Sharif's popu- 
larity, but the opposition is 
also wrong in claiming that 
the size of crowds amounted 
to a referendum against the 
government. 

Mr. Sharif, in his 
midnight speech in a hoarse 
voice at Peshawar Tuesday 
said he had been robbed of 
victory in the snap polls held 
in October 1993. 


U.S. ships leave for Haiti waters 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— A second U.S. aircraft 
carrier with an invasion force 
aboard was heading for Haiti 
Wednesday as President Bill 
Clinton tried to drum up sup- 
port for American interven- 
tion from a dubious public. 

Mr. Clinton plans to make 
a speech on Haiti Thursday 
night on television in hopes 
of persuading the public that 
it is worth risking American 
lives to remove Haiti's milit- 
ary leaders. 

Defence Secretary William 
Perry planned to board the 
USS Eisenhower and the 
amphibious command ship 
the USS MT Whitney in Nor- 
folk, Virginia, Wednesday to 
talk to officers who would 
command any invasion. 

The Eisenhower, which 
has been loading some 2,000 
troops, helicopters and 
equipment and will be used 
as a helicopter plarfonn, will 
join the carrier USS America 
tbat sailed from Norfolk 
Tuesday with elite Special 
Forces troops and a contin- 
gent from the elite 82nd Air- 
borne Division. 

There are already more 
than a dozen warships, in- 
cluding a helicopter assaulr 
ship and some 1,800 Marines, 
prowling the waters near 
Haiti to enforce the interna- 
tional trade embargo and to 
be in place for an invasion. 

While the U.S. military is 
ready, the American public is 
not. Both Republicans and 
Democrats are telling Mr. 
Clinton that he had better 
make a case that U.S. in- 
terests are at stake before 
sending in the troops. 

An ABC News poll re- 
leased Monday showed 73 
per cent of Americans 
oppose an invasion and a 
similar poll by Prodigy com- 


puter network found that 
only about one-in-five of its 
subscribers, who number in 
the millions, would support 
military intervention. 

To support the administra- 
tion’s case, the State Depart- 
ment released a new report 
on human rights abuses 
under the Haitian military 
regime, saying its “rule of 
terror” compared to the reg- 
ime of ex-dictator Papa Doc 
Duvalier. . . 

The United States kept its 
hands off Haiti while he was 
in power. 

Using voodoo and his Ton- 
ton Macoute palace guard, 
Mr. Duvalier ruled Haiti with 
an iron hand from 1957 until 
he died in 1971. He was 
succeeded by his son, Jean 
Claude, known as “baby 
doc,” who was pushed into 
exile by the military in 1986. 

“Haiti is in the grip of 
repression and terror,” said 
Assistant Secretary of State 
John Shattuck in releasing 
the report on human rights 
abuses committed by the 
military regime that ousted 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide in 1991. 

“It is marked by a level of 
violence comparable to what 
existed during the notorious 
regime of Papa Doc Duva- 
lier,” he told reporters. 

Mr. Clinton is following 
the example of ex-President 
George Bush, who mounted 
a publicity campaign about 
Iraq's human rights abuses 
after Kuwait was invaded be- 
fore engaging U.S. troops in 
the 1991 Gulf War. 

Democratic House speaker 
Thomas Foley said Tuesday 
the House of Representatives 
might vote next week on 
whether Mr. Clinton should 
order U.S. troops into Haiti. 


Lawmakers indicated that 
the invasion was still not in- 
evitable. “There’s a lot going 
on right now,” said Sen. John 
Kerry, D-Mass., a member of 
the Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee. 

House minority leader 
Robert Michel, R-IU., said 
Haiti's three top military 
leaders must go and “there’s 
still considerable amount of 
pressure being brought to 
bear to bring that about short 
of having to follow through 
with military action.” 

Lawmakers from both par- 
ties Tuesday urged the presi- 
dent to seek congressional 
approval before committing 
any troops to Haiti. 

The failure of the president 
to let Congress express itself, 
said Rep. Henry Hyde, R- 
111., “reduces us to a state of 
evisceration. We are potted 
plants.” 

Adding to the near unani- 
mous opposition of Republi- 
cans to an invasion was grow- 
ing dismay among Democrats 
about the course the presi- 
dent was talcing. 

Sen. Joseph Lieberman, 
D-Conn., said that among his 
fellow Democrats there were 
“very, very profound con-, 
ceras about the wisdom of 
invading Haiti.” 

Rep. Pat Schroeder, D- 
Colo., usually a staunch ally 
of the president, said it was 
“wrong constitutionally, and 
wrong politically.” to invade 
the Caribbean nation without 
coming first to Congress. 

Both Mr. Foley and Senate 
majority leader George 
Mitchell, D-Maine, urged 
Mr. Clinton to come to Con- 
gress before launching milit- 
ary action, although Sen. 
Mitchell acknowledged that 
“no president in my lifetime 


has agreed” that congression- 
al approval is necessary for 
military action. 

In the House of Repre- 
sentatives, Mississippi Demo- 
cratic Rep. Gene Taylor used 
a parliamentary procedure to 
try to force a vote on Haiti 
before the end of the week. 

House minority whip Newt 
Gingrich, R-Ga., predicted 
as many as 350 of the House's 
435 members would support 
a nonbinding resolution 
against invading Haiti. 
Speaking in a television inter- 
view, Mr. Gingrich predicted 
the House would vote on the 
question early next week. 

Presidents have consistent- 
ly questioned the constitu- 
tionality of the 1973 War 
Powers Act that gives Con- 
gress the authority to end ’an 
overseas military operation. 
President George Bush in 
1991 reluctantly asked Con- 
gress to endorse the offensive 
against Iraq in the Gulf war, 
but he did not seek congres- 
sional approval before invad- 
ing Panama, nor did Pres- 
ident Ronald Reagan when 
he sent troops to Grenada. 

White House press secret- 
ary Dee Dee Myers cited 
those cases in arguing that no 
prior approval was needed, 
and said a military invasion of 
Haiti would be “minor com- 
pared to what was needed in 
Desert Storm. 

Congressional opponents 
of invasion said the adminis- 
tration had failed to show 
that Haiti poses a national 
security threat that must be 
met by military force. Senate 
minority leader Bob Dole 
scoffed at administration 
arguments tbat U.S. credibil- 
ity is at stake in driving 
Haiti’s military leaders from 
power. 


6 killed as 
U.K. ferry 
gangway 
collapses 

RAMSGATE, Britain (AFP) 
— Sex people were killed and 
’seven seriously injured when 
a 10-metre-high .-(30-feet) 
gangway collapsed while 
boarding a ferry to Belgium 
early Wednesday, police 
said. 

Five people were killed im- 
mediately, while a sixth died 
later in hospital. The dead, 
five men and one woman, 
included two Belgians, the 
Belgian Foreign Ministry said 
in Brussels. 

The injured — four Amer- 
icans, one Briton, a Japanese 
and an Austrian according 
to police — were hospitalised 
at nearby Canterbury. 

Several of the injured were 
in a serious condition with 
multiple fractures of their 
spins and legs, but all were 
expected to survive, doctors 
said. 

It was the second accident 
in three weeks involving a 
Channel ferry here. 

On Aug. 25, a Sally Lines 
vessel, die Sally Star, caught 
fire off Ramsgate. The blaze, 
in the engine-room, raged for 
eight hours but there were no 
casualties. 

Thirteen people, the last 
passengers to board the Bel- 
gian ferry Prins Filip, were 
crossing the gangway shortly 
before 1:00 a.m. when it col- 
lapsed, plunging most of 
them onto a floating pontoon 
some 10 metres below. 

The ferry captain told Bel- 
gian maritime officials the 
gangway had become de- 
tached from the wall on the 
quay side. It had been earlier 
thought a cable linking it to 
the ship bad snapped. 

About 40 firemen rushed 
to the scene with heavy lifting 
gear to try to free injured 
people from the debris. 

After the accident, die ship 
and its 400 passengers re- 
mained in port so investiga- 
tors could question eyewit- 
nesses. 

The 30-metre long gang- 
way, made by the Swedish 
company FEAB, was the 
highest being used in Britain 
and was recently inspected by 
an insurance expert from 
Lloyd’s. It was supposed to 
be capable of supporting 100 
people at a time. 

“The passenger walkway 
was actually put in place in 
March and was subject to 
examination by Lloyd’s and 
received a Lloyd’s certificate 
of safety,” Port Director Reg 
Cooper said. 

“Since then, it has been 
regularly inspected and main- 
tained. It still is only six 
months old. We have another 
one here which is six years 
old and has never given any 
problems,” he added. 

The ferry is owned by the 
Belgian company Oostend. 
which operates crossings be- 
tween Ramsgate and the Bel- 
gian port of Ostend 


Clashes resume in Burundi capital 


BUJUMBURA (R) — 
Clashes between troops and 
gunmen in the Burundi capit- 
al resumed for a second 
straight day Wednesday and 
residents started leaving 
under military supervision. 

Witnesses said shooting 
with automatic weapons in 
the northern suburb of 
Kamenge, which broke out 
Monday night and continued 
until midnight (2200 GMT) 
Tuesday, resumed at dawn 
Wednesday. 

Troop reinforcements were 
seen moving towards 
Kamenge and armoured 
vehicles ringed the suburb, a 
hotbed of Hutu extremists 
opposed to the army domin- 
ated by Burundi's Tutsi 
minority. 

The witnesses said civilian 


residents were leaving 
Kamenge under army super- 
vision but there were no new 
casualty reports available. 
They said a number of houses 
had been set ablaze. 

Officials said two soldiers 
were killed and four wound- 
ed on Tuesday in clashes in 
Kamenge and the nearby 
suburb of Kinama. 

Burundi has the same 
ethnic makeup as neighbour- 
ing Rwanda, where an esti- 
mated one million people, 
mostly minority Tutsis, died 
in tribal massacres since 
April blamed largely on 
Hutus. 

The Rwanda bloodbath 
was ignited by a rocket attack 
which killed the presidents of 
Rwanda and Burundi, both 
Hutus, as the plane canying 


them flew into the Rwandan 
capital on April 6. 

Ethnic tensions in Rwanda 
have been stoked by the 
arrival of 200,000 Rwandan 
refugees — both Hutus and 
Tutsis — fleeing the mas- 
sacres or civil war. 

Large numbers of the resi- 
dents of Kinama and 
Kamenge were driven out af- 
ter mass killings following the 
assassination last October of 
Melchior Ndadaye. the Hutu 
president who was elected in 
the first free polls after de- 
cades of Tutsi army rule. 

Officials said armed groups 
that had left the districts had 
been able to reform and iden- 
tified the gunmen in 
Kamenge as members of the 
self-declared Popular Demo- 
cratic Hutu Army. 


Chechen government, rebels clash agam 


MOSCOW (R) — Govern- 
ment forces in Chechenya, a 
breakaway region of south 
Russian, have clashed with 
rebel gunmen for the second 
time this month, Chechen In- 
terior Minister Ayub Satuyev 
said Wednesday. 

He said by telephone from 
Grozny that militiamen 
fought off a rebel attack on 
the Chervlensky Bridge 40 
kilometres north of the capit- 


al. There were no casualties. 

“This is a strategically, im- 
portant bridge and we are not 
going to give it up to any- 
body,” Mr. Satuyev said. 

He denied a report from 
the Russian Interfax News 
Agency that six militiamen 
had been captured by the 
rebels. 

Mr. Satuyev blamed the 
attack on the band of Ruslan 
Labazanov, a former, ally of 


Chechen separatist leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

Mr. Labazanov suffered a 
setback on Sept. 5 when Mr. 
Dudayev’s forces, captured 
his stronghold, the town of 
Argun. 

Russia refuses to recognise 
Mr. Dudayev's 1991 declara- 
tion of independence and 
supports a different rebel 
group, headed by Umar 
Avturkhanov. 


Bulgaria police make big radioactive haul 


SOFIA (R) — Police have 
found 19 containers of 
radioactive materials, includ- 
ing plutonium, ceasmm and 
strontium, in two cellars in 
the Bulgarian capital, local 
newspapers reported 
Wednesday. 

The material — the biggest 
haul ever uncovered in Bul- 
garia — was either stolen 
locally or smuggled into the 
country, they said, quoting 
Colonel Venelin Velikov of 
die Central Service for the 
Fight Against Organised 
Crime. 

Six Bulgarians, who police 
said were “probably 
amateurs” were arrested in a 
week-long operation. 

One of the containers, 

holding Caesium- 137, gave 
off radiation 1,000 times the 
normal level. Another, con- 


taining Phitonram-239, radi- 
ated 250 times the normal 
level. 

Police said that the mate- 
rial was genuine, but that it 
was not yet dear whether it 
could be processed to make a 
bomb. 

Officials from the service 
were not immediately avail- 
able for comment on the re- 
ports, but Peter Todorov, a 
director of safety at the 
Bulgarian Atomic Energy 
Committee, said the commit- 
tee had been informed of the 
haul. 

He said die material, which 
included Thulium-204, prob- 
ably came from within Bul- 
garia. 

“In Bulgaria small quanti- 
ties of radioactive material 
have been produced mainly 
for medical usage. Most 
probably the material was 


stolen from Bulgarian indust- 
rial enterprises.” 

“We cannot say how much 
there is before specialised 
studies are performed,” said 
Mr. Todorov. 

Mr. Todorov said that last 
year the committee knew of 
75 unregistered enterprises 
where radioactive sources 
were in use. 

“We have found some of 
them... in many of them it 
appears that without our 
knowledge and permission 
the material has been handed 
over for disposal or trans- 
ferred to anothher place. 
Sometimes we know die new 
places, sometimes we do 
not.” 

Mr. Todorov was surprised 
by the ignorance of the smug- 
glers, who he said had prob- 
ably been contaminated by 
the material. 


Bones, teeth found in Sri; Lanka mass grave 


COLOMBO (R) — Workers 
dug up a mass gravesite in 
southern Sri Lanka Wednes- 
day, finding the bones, hair 
and teeth of possible victims 
of a military crackdown on 
left-wing rebels five years 
ago, witnesses said. 

Hampered by rain and mist 
and surrounded by heavy 
security, the workers dug up 
three pits and found human 
remains in two of them, they 
said. 

The gravesite, on a moun- 
tainside at Suriyakanda 165 
kilometres south of Col- 
ombo, was initially disco- 
vered in January when the 
body parts of 26 people were 
uneiuthed. 

The remains are believed 


to be of people killed during 
a military crackdown in 1989- 
90, when thousands were ex- 
ecuted by government death 
squads. 

The sire was discovered 
after a tip to the People’s 
Alliance (PA), which was in 
opposition at the time but 
took power after defeating 
the United National Party in 
last month's parliamentary 
elections. 

Some of the corpses may 
belong to 31 schoolboys who 
disappeared from nearby 
Embilipitiya. In January, pa- 
rents identified the remains 
of two of the schoolchildren. 

The exact number of 
bodies hidden in the graves is 
unknown. 


A government statement 
Wednesday said the excava- 
tion was conducted by order 
of a magistrate in Embilipi- 
tiya with the help of ream of 
forensic, investigative and 
legal experts. 

The statement said the 
government hoped excava- 
tion of the site would prevent 
similar crackdowns m the fu- 
ture and would lead to possi- 
ble criminal trials. 

The remains will be 
brought to Colombo and ex- 
amined by the judicial medic- 
al officer and the government 
analyst's department. 

The digging will resume 

Thursday, depending on the 
weather. 
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NOW THAT the Cairo International Conference 
on Population and Development (ICPD) is over, 
it remains to be seen what the international 
community intends to do with its final declara- 
tion and plan of action. To begin with, the results 
of the international meeting were adopted at the 
11th honr by consensus with around 20 countries 
still voicing concern and reservations about many 
of the controversial elements of the plan of 
action, especially those that centred on abortion, 
sex edncation, use of contraceptives and sexual 
relations outside marriage. Above all, all infer- 
ences to the acceptability of homosexual relations 
drew strong objections from a multitude of 
participating states, especially those which be- 
long to the Muslim and Roman Catholic worlds. 

Nonetheless, the first formal hurdle that the 
ICPD declaration has to dear would be its 
adoption by the United Nations General Assem- 
bly when it convenes later this month. This much 
can be expected to be attained since the 180 
countries that attended the Cairo forum will 
certainly honour their support of the Cairo 
programme of action when it is presented to the 
General Assembly. 

Where the problem still lies is in the fact that 
the Cairo conference’s decisions are mere recom- 
mendations and guidelines for the international 
community. There is no legal obligation on the 
part of the consenting governments to adhere to 
tile letter and spirit of the Cairo formula for 
curbing population explosions worldwide, impro- 
ving the status and power of women and bridging 
the economic gap between the haves and have 
nots of world nations. 

Yet the impact of the resolutions of Cairo’s 
international gathering on population and de- 
velopment cannot but be felt throughout other 
dimensions of international actions pertaining to 
women’s rights, economic progress and protec- 
tion of environment. With the Vatican softening 
its opposition to the final Cairo document after 
succeeding in watering down its language on 
abortion and sexual practices, and with the 
Muslim and Roman Catholic countries joining 
the consensus, albeit reluctantly, the stage is now 
set for further elaboration of the outcome of the 
conference in legaQy-binding treaties. Hence- 
forth population control policies can be expected 
to be formulated in the context of economic 
development, environmental protection and the 
empowerment of women. 

We certainly expect the Jordanian delegation, 
which represented Jordan at the Cairo confer- 
ence, to brief the country on the achievements 
and shortcomings of the conference. Above all we 
need to assess the impact of the final decisions of 
the conference on Jordanian laws and practices 
even though the leader of the Jordanian team 
registered the Kingdom’s reservations about 
certain sex-related issues. To be sure, the re- 
servations of several Muslim and Catholic na- 
tions cannot be expected to have international 
impact in the face of international consensus. 
StQl we in Jordan need to take stock of what 
transpired at Cairo and digest its results. 




ONE YEAR after the signing of the Oslo deal, the 
Palestinian people feel their hopes frustrated and are in no 
mood for bolding festivities or rejoicing at the first 
anniversary, said a columnist in A1 Ra’i daily. The 
Palestinians are even not in the mood for watching 
festivities on the occasion presented on television, as they 
do not believe that tbe Oslo deal has helped to achieve 
their national aspirations, according to Ibrahim A1 Absi. 
What most Palestinians believe is that the Oslo deal was 
forced on them because of the rapid changes at the regional 
and international fronts in the wake of the Gulf crisis, and 
has not helped in any way to restore Palestinian national 
rights. Therefore, said the writer, the Palestinians can by 
no means be in the mood for celebrating the first 
anniversary which falls at a time when the Palestinians 
continue to face atrocities and repression. The writer 
demanded that the Palestine National Authority (PNA) 
and the Palestinian leadership take stock of the events and 
the situation and re-examine their position carefully. The 
Palestinians, said the writer, ought to adopt measures 
designed to ensure the implementation of political, econo- 
mic, cultural and other programmes which pave the ground 
for the full restoration of their legitimate and national 
rights in their homeland. To achieve that aim, said tbe 
writer, the Palestinian leadership should open the door for 
the Palestinian opposition to air its views and present 
demands which, he said, would no doubt improve the 
Palestinian negotiating position in the coining stage. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour daily criticised U.S. 
President Bill Clinton for demanding that Arab govern- 
ments end their boycott of Israel while maintaining their 
sanctions against Iraq. Mohammad Kawash said Israel has 
offered nothing to the Arab states, and it continue to 
occupy their lands, so; be said, it deserves no favourable 
treatment. It is regrettable to see Arab states reacting 
timidly to Washington’s demands for ending the boycott on 
Israel, which has failed to comply with U.N, resolutions 
and to implement agreements reached with tbe Palesti- 
nians, said the writer. 


A COUPLE of weeks ago, I touched briefly on the quality 
of service at various establishments entrusted with the task 
of catering for the diverse needs of customers or consum- 
ers, both our own citizens and visitors from abroad. The 
point, raised primarily in relation to the subject of tourism, 
was that our restaurants, hotels, business firms, banks, 
airline offices, shops and government bureaus offer poor- 
quality services and are in need of radical changes in their 
approach and conduct. In what follows, I wish to explore 
the matter in more detail. 

Let me begin by citing a few examples. 

A friend of mine has been frequenting a coffee-shop for 
the past two years. Its location is convenient and the view is 
quite nice. The first few times he went there and ordered 
coffee, they brought him along with it two large pieces of 
cake. The first time, feeling a little embarassed and 
confused, he drank the coffee, ate one piece of cake, then 
paid the bill and left. The second time, they did exactly the 
same thing: Along with the coffee, they brought the same 
amount of cake. He called the waiter and explained to him 
that he did not order the cake. The waiter said something 
to the effect that tbe cake they made was quite delicious 
that it was their specialty, that “it is a fashionable custom" 
to have cake with coffee. My friend insisted that he did not 
order the cake and that he did not feel like eating it. 
Grudgingly, the waiter took the plate away. The incident 
was then repeated several times until all the waiters 
working in the coffee-shop recognised my friend and 
stopped bringing the cake with the coffee, even though 
they treated him a bit less courteously now. After a while, 
due to increased complaints by other customers no doubt, 
the coffee-shop stopped playing the coffee-cake trick 
entirely. Instead, each time you asked for a cup of coffee, 
they brought you a mug containing triple the amount you 
normally wish to drink and pay for. 

Another friend of mine decided with a couple of friends 
of his the other day to dine at a fashionable outdoor 
restaurant. The high season being over, there were only a 
few customers there. Many waiters, the restaurant being 
quite large, sat in circles at a number of tables nearby 


BELFAST — Northern Ire- 
land's Protestant extremists 
will continue their cam- 


whispering and laughing. The music was too loud. Upon 
repeated requests to waiters passing by, the music finally 
got turned down. A head waiter, looking more like a sultan- 
than a waiter, approached and took the order absent- 
mindedly and disinterestedly (except when he insisted on 
an item my friend did not want to order, such as Russian 
salad or spiced liver). When the food was brought to the 
table and the group started to eat, a waiter stood dose by 
staring at the food on the table. Tbe minute a plate was 
emptied, he rushed to tbe table and snatched tbe plate 
away — at times it was not entirely empty. There was one 
plate with two pieces of chicken. He eyed it several times, 
then dashed to the table and tried to empty it into another 
plate half-full of sbeesh kebab- The pieces of chicken were 
stuck to the plate. With his fingers be pushed them into the 
kebab plate and ran into the kitchen with the empty plate. 

Last week, I went to open an account at a prestige© us 
local bank. The process which should have taken at least 10 
minutes took 45. Tbe teller helping me kept answering tbe 
phone, even though another teller sat at tbe same desk 
working on some files. I gave him my I.D. upon his 
request. He looked at it then gave it back to me. A few 
-minutes later, be a&ed me to spell my last name for him. 
Somewhat angrily, I took out my I.D. from my wallet again 
and extended it bade to him without saying anything. Three 
customers came at various intervals to ask for some 
check-books they had ordered. Each time he stopped 
working on my application and helped them, even though 
the amount of time he spent looking for each check-book 
was equivalent to that needed for opening an account. The 
following day be called me up to tell me there was an error 
in the account number he gave me. ■ - 

These three incidents speak for themselves. Why is it 
that at any decent restaurant in the more fortunate part of 
this globe, customers ortter exactly what they wish and the 
order comes in the exact form they like but at our 
restaurants you are constantly unpleasantly surprised? If I 
want a cup of coffee I ought to get a cup, not a mug. If the 
waiter moves the pieces of chicken with his fingers in front 


of my eyes, what does the cook do m the kitchen when no 
(me is looking? If I cannot eat at ease and digest food at m 
own pace in a restaurant which is half-empty, what is tfa£ 
purpose of dining out? How can we talk about encouraging 
investment and dream of economic wealth and prosperity 
in tbe years to come when we cannot open a bank account 
speedily and efficiently at one of our most-highly praised 
local banks? 

Eventually things will change, of course. Eventually 
developments elsewhere in the globe reach us and 
develop. Eventually tbe wheel of history tuns and we tors 
with it, whether we like it or not and whether we do it 
willing and wittingly or not. But should we not do 
something to speed up the process of change? Should wc 
not live to make our own impact on developments and 
events? Should we not put an end to our carefree, careless, 
mediocre, poor mode of performance? 

We should, and we can. I met a fellow countryman half a 
year ago who received his M.B.A. in the USA and worked 
for a few years in Canada. He was being hired, he told me, 
by a neighbouring Arab country to tram the personnel of 
one of its banks in the art of customer service. His sole job 
is to train tellers how to smile to to customers, how to look 
.at them, how to speak to them, how to sit or stand in from 
of them, how to take down information speedily and 
effectively, how, how, how... 

This is the kind of training our establishments are in need 
of. There are many experts in the country and outside it 
who can help train our tellers, our waiters, our tourist 
guides, our customs officers at die airport, our airline 
stewards, our policemen, our drivers, our cashiers, our 
receptionists, our telephone operators and our public, 
relation employees. 

It is the little things that really count. I can eat anywhere 
I want or drink coffee anywhere I want; but not anywhere I 
want can I eat or drink comfortably and joyfully. I can pm 
my money at any bank; but not at any bank can I feel at 
home and at ease. Psychology is most often more important 
t ha n biology, business and economics. Poetry is more 
important than prose. 


paign of bombing and 
shooting because, for the 
moment at least, they have 
nothing to lose, according 
to sources close to the 
groups. 

The sources said that de- 
spite a 13-year-old Irish Re- 
public Army (IRA) cease* 
fire the Protestant militias 
had no motive for laying 
down their arms because 
they believe they have been 
left out of tbe peace process 
by the British and Irish gov- 
ernments. 

For that reason, armed 
Protestant groups will use 
violence to carry home their- 
message that Northern Ire- 
land must remain British. 

On Monday the extrem- 
ists hammered home their 
message by attacking a 
Dublin-bound train. 

Only the detonator of the 
bomb exploded on the 
train, slightly wounding two 
women, but police said it 
contained two kg of explo- 
sives, enough to maim and 
cause serious damage had it 
gone off properly. 

People connected to the 
outlawed armed Protestant 
groups have been warning 
they are mistrustful of a 
13-day-old IRA ceasefire 
and anxious to make sure 
their views are considered 
in talks on the future of 
Northern Ireland. 

"They think, if bombing 
and shooting and violence 
has got the IRA to the 
table, why can’t it work for 
us?” explained one source 
with close connections to 
the Ulster Volunteer Force 
(UVF), the extremist group 
that planted the Dublin 
bomb. Tbe group said the 
explosion was intended as a 
warning to file Irish govern- 
ment that “Northern Ire- 
land is still British and will 
not be coerced, forced or 
persuaded into a United 
Ireland.” 

The combined loyalist 
military command, which 
groups the UVF and the 
U lster Freedom Fighters 
(UFF), issued a statement 
last week saying it would 
not match the IRA cease- 
fire until it was assured it 
was permanent, that an 
IRA splinter group would 
also honour it and that the 
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Protestant extremists have nothing to lose 


British government had not 
made secret promises in ex- 
change for the truce. 

“C&mgc, if any, can only 
be honourable after dia- 
logue and agreement,” the 
command statement said. 

The extremists wonder 
why the Irish Republican 
Army would just give up a 
25-year guerrilla war 
against the British unless 
they had been promised 
something valuable in re- 
turn. 

The official Reward is a 
promise that Sinn Fein, tbe 
IRA's political wing, can 
join talks on the future of 
the province. But the ex- 
tremists fear there must be 
something else — some 
diminution of tbe pro- 
vince’s British status. 

And if Sinn Fein does 


join talks, the extremists 
would be completely left 
out. Protestant officials say 
that as they have no elected, 
representatives, the illegal 
groups are not invited to 
any talks, even if they offer 
a ceasefire, too. 

A politician with dose 
ties to file extremists, Gary 
McMicfaael of file Ulster 
Democratic Party, said the 
Dublin attack was no sur- 
prise. 

"The intention has al- 
ways been there, to move 
their operations at some 
stage across the border. I 
think it was inevitable,” be 
said. 

Chris Hudson of the 
Peace Train Peace Orga- 
nisation, who has worked 
with Protestant extremists. 


said: “I hope it is a last 
show of st rength ... but I 
fear it could be part of an 
ongoing campaign.” 

Unionists — the name 
given to Protestants who 
support die onion of North- 
ern Ireland with Britain — 
were enraged when Irish 
Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds welcomed Sinn 
Fein head Gerry Adams to 
Dublin just days after the 
ceasefire. 

Making clear their doubts 
about the IRA's good in- 
tentions, and perhaps trying 
to provoke die guerrillas 


with a steady stream of 
attacks. On the night it took 
effect they killed one 
Catholic and shot at 
another. 


A few days later they 
exploded a car bomb out- 
side the press office of Sinn 
Fein, the political arm of 
the IRA. On Saturday they 
set a booby-trap bomb out- 
side the back door of a local 
Sinn Fan councillor but his 
daughter discovered the de- 
vice and alerted police. 

Such near-misses raise 
the question of whether the 
UVF is supply trying to 
warn, or is incompetent in 
attempts to spread real ter- 
ror. One UVF'source said 
after the car-bomb: “They 
are sending a message that 
they are still players.” 

Police say the extremists 
are improving their bomb- 
making skills and they have 
started to imitate IRA tac- 
tics such as car bombs and 


now, with the train attack, 
disruption of transport. 

Although it is considered 
file more disciplined of tbe 
two armed groups, tbe 
UVF was responsible far 
one of file worst attacks fins 
year — the killing s of sh 
Catholics who were watch- 
ing a soccer match on trie- 
vision in a bar in the village 
of Loughinisland last 
June. 

Last month the UVF 
broke into the home of a 
38-year-old woman, who 
was seven months pre- 
gnant, killing her in a hail of 
bullets in front of several of 
her children. 

“Brace yourselves for 
death because yon ate 
going to see plenty of it. 


Vatican big loser in Cairo 


WHOEVER has gained from 
the Cairo conference on 
population and development 
there is one clear loser: the 
Holy See, the so-called Vati- 
can “state.” 

Ana the reason is obvious: 
The Vatican, that is to say 
John Paul n, by insisting on 
discussing abortion and no- 
thing else prevented tbe con- 
ference, for five days out of 
die nine it was scheduled to 
last, from talking about a 
whole throng of other sub- 
jects which every other de- 
legation, over 150 of them, 
considered of much greater 
importance than “right to 


life.” 

It was not just the stubborn 
obstinacy of the Vatican posi- 
tion that caused the others to 
feel frustrated, then irritated, 
and, finally, downright angry 
with the Vatican delegation 
but its narrow-minded self- 
ishness: That it was totally 
indifferent to pleading from 
the others to, as it were, 
move out of the way. And, 
after making its reservations 
on the paragraph on abor- 
tion, to let the conference 


At the end of five days the 
conference decided to simply 
set aside continuing Vatican 
objections and to push ahead 
with its agenda. 


i ms meant not just a loss 
of face but, more important- 
ly, a loss of prestige and 
respect and influence: Vati- 
can diplomacy for long repu- 
ted to be well informed and 
subtle was seen to be the very 
opposite at Cairo. 

What some people at Cairo 
found especially irritating 
was tbe lofty line taken by the 
Vatican delegation that it was 
not concerned with politics 
but with questions of ethics 
and morality — as if ethics 
and morality have nothing to 

do with politics. 

WhatTs more, the general 
atmosphere of anti-Vatican 
discontent encouraged Vati- 
can critics to speak out so 


mat, tor instance, liberal 
American Roman Catholics 
could say such things as, 
“Tbe Cairo conference wit- 
nessed 4 the end of the 
medieval papacy' and ‘the 
end of the last absolute 
monarchy on Earth’”. Be- 
cause the loyalty to the Vati- 
can of a great many Roman 
Catholics round the world 
was shaken by the dismaying 
performance it put on at 
Cairo. 

There were even questions 
raised whether the Vatican 
state could and should really 
be considered a state since 
there are no women and chil- 
dren among its citizens, only 
old and middle aged celebate 


Not true 

To the Editor: 

In the September 13 issue, the “News in Brief” part of 
newspaper reproduces a Petra repo rt on a meeting «i» 
Minister of State Mohammad Dweib where I Introduced 
my successor, Yves Giovannoni. The report claims that] 
said t hat the progress in the peace process was reflected 
-positively on the treatment of (Palestinian) detainees to 
I sraeli (h ands)”. I did not say fins. The International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) submits its WatM® 
and c onfidential reports on the treatment of d^ » me es it 
wsrts only to the detaining authorities, in fins case the 
Israeli authorities. 

Dr. Marco SasaoB, 
Head of tbe Dde®*** 
ICRC - Amnia 
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Abetter education fmr a better society 


By Mohammad Mashariqah 

Ima d Younes, a Jordanian theatre director who 
graduated bom Yarmouk University's Theatre Art 
Department two years ago has a good experience in 
artwork benefiting children. 

Younes has contributed a great deal to program- 
mes carried out by the Friends of Children Club. He 
is known to be enjoying high cultural qualifications, 
active in theatre work and over-enthusiastic about 
voluntary work for his community whenever he is 
approached to extend a helping hand. 

When the Ministry of Education appointed him as 
an arts teacher in a school located in the outskirts of 
Amman, Younes did not hesitate to take up the job 
because be believed that an intellectual ana an artist 
has a cultural mission to perform despite the difficul- 
ties involved. 


Although Younes never specialised in the art of 
drawing and painting, the ministry’s title for his job 
was teacher of arts. The Ministry of Education 
should not be ashamed in creating a special class for 
theatre art and should realise that school theatre is an 
art which often manifests itself in official occasions. 

But as soon as Younes took up his new post at the 
school be was confronted with a wave of criticism 
against his work on the part of certain parties. The 
arts room was one day broken in and its tools and 
instruments destroyed and on another occasion, 
certain parties urged students to refrain bom re- 
sponding to Younes ’ encouragement to them to take 
up arts but rather to oppose his moves and foil bis 
desire to set up a school theabe group. 

When Younes tried to explain his ideas about arts 
and theatre work and their role in the community’s 
advancement and development, he was openly 
attacked not at the level of individual classes alone 
but at the school level too. 

One day one of the school teachers stood before 
the 1^00 students asking them openly to boycott the 
arts teacher, accusing him of being an infidel who was 
trying to spread vice and corruption in the school. 
That teacher quoted sayings by the Prophet Moham- 
mad and his companions and caliphs to back his 
allegations. 

When Younes complained about the crusade 
levelled against him , suggesting that verbal attacks 
could easily turn into physical assault on him , the 


school principal promised to find a solution to that 
problem. 

But the hostility never stopped, prompting Younes 
to take the matter up with the Ministry of Education 
which counselled patience pending arrangements for 
his transfer to another school. 

But Younes is insisting on staying in his school and 
is determined to stand up to this confrontation. He 
says: “After passing through this experience I felt 
more than at any time in tSe past that arts and their 
role in society are of utmost importance 

Younes feels he has made friends and found 
supporters among the teachers and the students 
alike. 

“My case has created a wide-scale controversy in 
the school and the town and for this reason I will not 
run away and will not quit teaching as I had intended 
earlier, ’’stressed Younes. “I have chosen the path of 
confrontation so as to prove to the fanatic teacher 
and his likes and supporters that they are exploiting 
religion and abusing the Islamic faith, as I believe 
that theatre and art could be efficiently utilised as an 
important tool in education and in spreading noble 
values. ” 


AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 


“ Indeed my religious studies at the university had 
helped me a great deal when I turned to theatre art, " 
he added. 

The Ministry of Education's School Activities 
Department employs a well-known artist by the 
name of Maher Khammash and a musician called 
Mohammad Hazzaa. 

Ministry officials say that Younes’ problem is not 
unique or the only problem facing the ministry. 
indeed cases similar to Younes ’ were often heard. 
Owing to the presence of fanatically-minded people 
who had influenced the ministry’s departments for a 
long time. 

Very few schools have a theatre-room or an arts 
comer and the farther away you move bom Amman 
towards the rural region , the more you can feel that 
the concept of arts is a strange one to the inhabitants . 

If you ask why, you are sure to get hard and bitter 
replies like that the ministry has a limited budget for 
promoting arts and indeed the ministry’s total annual 


budget for the whole country does not exceed 
JD UOO. 

Furthermore, funds allocated for promoting 
theatre art are normally spent on buying cups and 
prizes that are normally given away to those excelling 
in writing essays or reciting verses. 

Graduates of the arts, music, theatre, painting and 
other schools and colleges normally accept a job as 
teachers of arts earning a salary not exceeding 
JD 130 a month and without any other incentives. 

One can therefore understand why promising 
artists and musicians like Hakim Harb, Hassan 
Sabaileh, Ismat Farouk and Seif Sbihadeh have 
preferred to remain unemployed, waiting for the 
chance to work for a television series or a theatre, 
rather than working as teachers for the Ministry of 
Education. 

Teacher Samar Dudin once told a cultural seminar 
that any radical change in the society’s behaviour 
should start at the school level and she demanded 
that the Ministry of Education re-examine its school 
curricula and the way teachers are being prepared at 
the institutes and universities. 

Naturally these calls have gone into thin air exactly 
like all the resolutions and recommendations passed 
by the educational development conferences, simply 
because of the obvious obstacles impeding the path 
of their implementation. 

Daring and revolutionary decisions are required 
immediately, such as cancelling half of the social 
sciences curricula at all school stages because these 
are obsolete and run contrary to the spirit of the 
modem age. 

Indeed some of these curricula tend to consecrate 
ignorance and conflicts with science. 

The ministry is called on to cany out a gradual 
change of its teaching staff and to link curricula to 
modern science, modem education and the experi- 
ments of the advanced and developed nations. 

We demand that the ministry halt all moves to 
politicise the schools and religion, a practice in- 
tended to fulfil the interests of particular groups. 
Otherwise, any talk about modernisation and de- 
velopment remains unrealistic. 

Any change in society should start at the school 
level and through curricula and teaching methods. 
This change should acquire top priority in the 
ministry’s programmes. 


Fiery ■ filmmaker Lina Wertmuiler 
: ; mellows with Ciao, Professore 


By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — With 
her ski-cap of short, white 
hair, huge sun glasses and 
pendulous jewelry , she 
might be anybody ’s eccen- 
tric aunt. But this is Lina 
Wertmuiler, pioneering 
woman director and a 
force all her own. 

Wertmuiler is the mak- 
er of a series of bold, often 
outrageous 61ms, and her 
achievements are legen- 
dary. She received the 
first Academy Award 
nomination for a woman 
as Best Director ( Seven 
Beauties in 1976) and is a 
successful playwright and 
writer-director of pro- 
vocative sex comedies , 
often starring Gmcaiio, 
G iannini . 

Wertmuiler made one 
of her rare visits to Holly- 
wood to talk about her 



new 61m, Gao , Professore 
although she seems as 
peppery as ever, the 
movie reflects a mellower 
Wertmuiler, with its over- 
tones of To Sir With Love 
and Dead Poets Society. 

Italian favourite Paolo 
VUlaggio plays a school- 
teacher bom the north 
who is assigned because of 
a clerical error to a prim- 
ary school in Naples. He 
faces an impossible situa- 
tion, because the street 
kids are determined not to 
be educated. He finally is 
transferred , believing 
himself a failure, but his 
students think otherwise. 

Where did she find such 
great kids? 

“In the streets of Na- 
ples,” she said. “I had a 
great selection because I 
talked to — / don’t know 
how many — many, many 
thousand. Finally, I came 
down to 60, and with this 


60 1 began, to study for the 
best selection. It is not 
easy , because they don’t 
speak Italian, they speak 
Neapolitan. 

“ Little by little they be- 
gan to fall in love with this 
work, because it is exactly 
like a game. They are 
wonderful in that, because 
they are very serious when 
they play a game. It be- 
came easy (to direct them) 
because they were play- 
ing a game fogefber. 
They knew all the script, 
not just their parts, but 
everyone’s. Even the 
mothers, the fathers, they 
memorise the script.” 

Wertmuiler was asked 
about the saying that all 
Itahans are actors. After 
consulting with her inter- 
preter about the question, 
she replied: 

“No, no. But the 
Neapolitans more than the 
others. They are a special 


people, with tee sun, tee 
music, the vitality. I think 
the most acting people in 
Italy are tee Neapolitans 
and the Sicilians. Not 
Palermo, but Catania.” 

She- admitted that 
shooting in Naples was 
difficult “ because it is so 
full of noise and con fu- 
sion.” She had to move 
out of tee city to shoot 
many of tee scenes. 

Now teat Federico Fel- 
lini is gone , Lina Wert- 
muller is one of the last of 
the great directors who 
gave luster to tee Italian 
cinema in the postwar and 
later years. She manages 
to get her projects made, 
but she admitted teat it 
isn’t easy for other film- 
makers. 

When asked about tee 
state of tee Italian 61m 
business , she laughed bit- 
terly. 

“ It’s full of problem fc. 


full of problems, not only 
in Italy, but in all of 
Europe,” she said. “ The 
cinemas are full of Amer- 
ican pictures. But the 
problem in Europe is also 
because we don’t buy 
French pictures , the 
French don’t buy Italian 
pictures, tee same with 
tee Spanish and the Ger- 
mans and tee English. 

“I think it’s very impor- 
tant to work together. Be- 
cause Europe is Europe, 
and our singular movies 
and our culture are impor- 
tant. ” 

Wertmuiler was bom in 
Rome 64 years ago, her 
father a lawyer of aris- 
tocratic Swiss descent. 
Her rebellion started ear- 
ly, causing her dismissal 
from several Catholic 
schools. Her insight for 
Gao, Professore stems 
from the fact teat she 
started her own working 


career as a schoolteacher. 

But tee theatrical world 
intrigued her, and she 
toured Europe with a pup- 
pet troupe, teen became a 
dramatic actress in the 
theatre, in 1963 , a close 
friend, Marcello Mas- 
troianni persuaded Fellini 
to hire Wertmuiler as an 
assistant director on 8 Vi. 
That same year she wrote 
and directed her first 61m, 
The Lizards. 

Soon she joined forces 
with Giannini for The 
Seduction OfMimi, which 
won her tee director’s 
prize at tee Cannes Film 
Festival and made her an 
international tigure. He 
continued playing the shift- 
less, disheveled wanderer 
in All Screwed Up, Swepf 
Away, Seven Beauties 
and other Wertmuiler 
61ms which were charac- 
teristically redolent with 
sex and politics. 


Why not call it the Haagen-Dazs diet? 


By Helen Kon 

Picture the scene. It is 
5.30 in tee afternoon and I 
am sifting ar a table sur- 
rounded by three assorted 
bars of miik chocolate, a 
pot of Haagen-Dazs ice- 
cream, a croissant and a 
jam doughnut. No, I am 
not Bessie Bunter but 
trying out tee latest diet to 
hit our shores from tee 
United States. “77re Car- 
bohydrate Addict’s Diet” 
promises to be your life- 
long solution to weight 
control. I thought I had 
seen them all — calorie- 
controlled. fat-free, milk- 
shake, diet cookie, bana- 
na diets — bat this one 
really takes the biscuit. 

Let me pur my cards on 
the table here and now. I 
am not a serious dieter. I 
have never lost weight nor 
have I stuck to any sort of 
eating (or starving) plan 
for more than two weeks 
a t a time. I am about 10 
pounds heavier than I 
ought to be, and it is only 

the thought of summer 

holidays and swimming 
costumes teat force me to 
consider my excess bag- 


So what are tee rules of 
this latest wonder diet teat 
promises to stop the 
weight loss/weight gain 
see-saw for ever? I am 
allowed three meals a day, 
two of which should con- 
tain no carbohydrates.. 
That means I can have 
protein and green salad or 
certain vegetables only. 
No fruit, bread, pasta, 
potatoes... 

That is tee bad news. 
The good bit is that I am 
“ rewarded ” af tee third 
meal — which may be 
eaten at any time of tee 
day. The diet recommends 
a balanced meal, inclu- 
ding pasta, bread, dessert 
and fruit, but allows me to 
have whatever I want — 
provided I take no longer 
than 60 minutes to eat it. 

The strict time limit r . 
apparently, is all to do 
with fooling tee body into 
thinking teat you are not 
really eating very much. 
And this is where it starts 
to get technical. 

When blood glucose 
levels are- high — for ex- 
ample, when you eat high - 
carbohydrate foods — the 
pancreas is stimulated to 


promotes absorption of 
glucose by tee liver and 
the muscles (where it is 
stored as energy). The 
production of insulin also 
produces those gnawing 
hunger pangs. 

The one-hour deadline 
on the “reward” meal is 
supposed to ensure that 
not too much insulin is 
released into tee system 
— thus limiting tee Hunger 
pangs.'. 

Weight loss should be 
gradual, no more than 
21bs a week, but the 
promise is that if you stick 
to this pattern of eating 
permanently, your excess 
weight will come off and 
stay off. 

Dr. Rachael Heller, 
who discovered the diet, 
was a long-term fatty who 
. has now been a slim eight 
stone . for several years. 
She claims to have helped 
hundreds , even 
thousands , of people 
through tee Carbohydrate 
Centre teat she and her 
husband, Richard, have 
established in New York. 

This was too good to 

pass up, I thought. Eat 

whatever you want for 


still lose weight? This is 
too good to be true so I 
decided to put tee diet to 
the test. 

A late protein breakfast 
consisting of cheese 
omelette or kippers and 
salad at around 11 a.m.or 
later, did banish all feel- 
ings of hunger until at 
least 5pm. Since this has 
traditionally been the 
“ nibbling ” time of day for 
me 7 derided to take my 
reward meal then. I’m 
afraid teat I ignored all 
concept of a balanced 
meal and my meal con- 
sisted entirely of foods 
teat I have been limiting 
or denying myself for 
months. 

For the first two weeks I 
made regular sorties to tee 
local news-agent to ensure 
I had abundant supplies of 
chocolate. A typical re- 
ward meal would consist 
of three different bars of 
chocolate and any other 
fattening cakes that had 
tempted me from tee bak- 
ery window , topped up 
with tee latest flavour in 
American ice cream. I 
wasn’t going to waste this 
hour on boring foods like 

rtawa nr hr-a/V 1 u/« Kb a 


child being let loose in a 
sweet shop. » 

I am absolutely positive 
teat my intake of choco- 
late in those two weeks far 
exceeded the total of this * 
whole year’s intake 
though interestingly 
enough I found it difficult 
to eat at this prodigious 
rate for a whole hour. 

Four weeks on, and 
although I eat enormous 
quantities of former “for- 
bidden foods”. I have now 
added more sensible foods 
like macaroni cheese or 
fish and chips to my “ hap- 
py hour”, as it has become 
known in our house. 

I have kept very strictly 
to tee rules and follow my 
reward meal a couple of 
hours later with a high- 
protein meal, although I 
am hardly hungry and 
occasionally give this third 

boring meal a miss 
altogether. 

I have become adept at 
fiddling my social and 
eating life round this 
“ happy hour”. My piece 
de resistance has been a 
chocolate fondue evening 

— masses of fr nil and 
boudoir biscuits dipped 


ture of white Toblerone 
with double cream and 
brandy — consumed with- 
in tee prescribed hour. 
Not bad for someone on a 
diet. 

Reaction among friends 
to my latest fad has varied 
from disbelief to outright 
hilarity. This has not stop- 
ped me. Have I lost any 
weight? After two weeks' I 
had lost a pound and 
thought I was on course 
for the steady weight loss 
they had promised. 

Four weeks on, 1 have 
not budged an ounce, nor , 
amazingly have I gained 
weight.' Disappointing 
though this may be, tee 
enjoyment teat I get out 
of my “ happy hour" far 
surpasses any thought of 
weight loss and if I can 
remain at my current 
weight, then maybe it is 
worth continuing. 

I rarely feel hungry, 
have no inclination to nib- 
ble, and though I am con- 
vinced that this diet, or at 
least the way I have 

chosen to follow it, cannot 
be of much benefit nutri- 
tionally, I’m carrying on. I 
am having so much fun — 
■The Indenendenr. 


BOOK REVIEW 

A m@wimg 

Strayed At Sea 

By Isam Ammari 

The fret is Jordan nowadays embraces a considerable 
number of good poets and short story writers , but 
there are a few novel writers and Isam Ammari, bom 
in A1 Husn, a town in tee northern part of Jordan, is 
one of those few. He published three novels ever 
since he started his literary pursuit in the late 
seventies — She Came Back To The Night Of 
Strangers, Starved At Sea and A Traveller With No 
Address — in addition to short story collections. 

This book is his second novel published in 1986. It 
tells about a lonely man in bis early forties who falls 
in love with a married Lebanese woman whom he 
meets at Geneve Airport on his way to Paris. In Paris 
he has the chance to meet her twice which are 
surprisingly enough for him to nourish hot feelings 
for her and to start a romance that takes him far, for 
away. 

Through interwoven events teat take place in more 
than one site , namely Geneve, Paris , Amman, Beirut 
— and in which other personalities play minor roles . 
the writer goes on to pave the way for the climax of 
his novel: The death of the heroine. 

The main character of this novel is an advocate 
with seemingly unstable emotions who spends twenty 
years of his life ruminating and living on his first love 
while • in college, meanwhile shutting the feelings 
inside him and dedicating his whole Ufe to his job. 

The writer exerts all efforts to make us see his hero 
as a great sentimentalist having a sublime faithfulness 
to no avail, for through the most part of the novel he 
seems to be a sensuous man runnin g after his lust and 
we see him foiling in love with tee body of tee woman 
rather than with tee woman herself. So it isn’t tee 
personality, the character or the intellectuality of tee 
women teat attracts his attention. He seems to have 
fallen deeply in love nith her tee moment she gets 
well dressed up for their second date revealing thus 
the beauty other stature. Listen to him saying in tee 
first person singular: “ I found her waiting for me... 
her hair was raised over her head in a proportional, 
excellent hair style that revealed the beauty of her 
neck. . A sweet anile enhanced her lips and a blazing 
brightness inflamed her eyes. She was wearing a 
black dress teat wrapped her body showing her 
stature and I found myself standing before tee all 
captivating beauty in the world. I went on looking at 
her attentively with puzzled eyes till I forgot all about 
myself and about others... ”. Similar descriptions are 
stressed even more vividly in other parts of the book. 

The topic of the novel is ordinary, even classic. But 
tee author is keen to frame it in a melodramatic 
atmosphere and to give it a modem structure — he 
uses extensively short sentences and tries to describe 
the psychological state of his characters — not very 
successfully because, his analysis is superficial and 
does not probe deeply to show us tee real dilemma. 
He often resorts to abruption of scenes and incidents 
so one incident or scene brings to his mind another 
one from the old past. His similes are to tee point at 
some places: “7 see in this worid nothing but that 
grey horizon...”, “...there in Amman where the dty 
squats on seven hills we wait impatiently for rain to 
foil with our eyes fixed on tee sky as mothers would 
eye their children with care...”, “...every now and 
then I checked my watch ’s pointers which seemed as 
if they stopped moving or teat they were moving very 
slow, slower than the creeping of a tortoise struck by 
old age... ", “...tee pale pictures of the past seemed 
as if their eyes were staring at mine and I found not 
the means of shoving them off. ” Yet at other places 
the smile are raw: “My days were like a prey c based 
by black crows... and tee affempr to run away with 
my days from the butchery of tee black crows...”, 
“fire violet colour reflexed shades of its derivations in 
her eyes and on her Ups... and she looked like a 
Lebanese apple ready for anyone to take it” and 
sometimes they are irrelevant and have no link 
whatsoever with tee described situation “...and as a 
drowning man who found a straw so he clung to it 
with all his power., despite the fact teat thorns bled 
his feet, and here is Ilham representing a life 
belt...”. 

One traces many uncessary repetitions of tee same 
event all . over tee novel turning it into a one 
unchangeable, preprogrammed panorama as if tee 
main character, or tee hero, bad nothing else to do 
but to enjoy dinners, lunchs, breaklasts, coffee or 
cigarettess. Nearly half of the time aUoted for the 
novel — for each novel should have a time span in 
which events take place — is spent on food, 
beverages, coffee drinking and cigarettes smoking. 
Moreover the author doesn’t give the reader time to 
think or rest. The tempo of tee novel is very fast and 
scenes and events follow each other successively and 
unbreakably which at times tire the reader, yet apart 
from this, it is obvious teat tee author has tee 
necessary tools for writing. He knows the tricks of 
excitement and suspense teat make a novel enjoyable 
to read. One comes out with tee impression teat it is 
a novel better suited for movies than for reading. 

Mhaammad Daoud Tahboub 


Thoughts for this week 


Ask yourself whether you are happy, and you cease to 
be so — John Stuart Mill, English philosopher-econom- 
ist (1806-1873). 

Don ’ t forget to love yourself — Soren Kierkegaard, 
Danish philosopher ( 1813-1855 }. 

_ It's not love’s going hurts my days.' bur teat it went in 
little ways — Edna St. Vincent Millay, American author 
and poet (1892-1950). 

In even- person, even in such as appear most reckless, 
there is an inherent desire to attain balance — Jakob 

Wa'xrrmann fortran a,.rfi/ir 
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No dreamland 


Jw J , aa8-&IasMSa EBias 

L'. f c is but 2 series of compromises and working with 
c personal computer iPC) is certainly no exception, 
'.-.'■though ins main reason why we often have to 
:Vf> ‘h?r perfect solutions is simply, sadly , 
.. -.'v rp-.i ::■! considerations also interfere, pre- 
. r v j 'j i:±tn taking ideal decisions. 

j-mp right into a first example. You want to 
_.vi x? e a new monitor (screen) for your PC and 
—id? rare you had enough cash to buy at least a IT’ 
tr odd. Sizes usually go from 9" to 21", with the 14" 
model being the most commonly used. 

Tns problem is that smaller screens usually have 
be iter image attributes than the larger ones. The 
resolution is higher, t he lines sharper . the colours 
rights' and the overall picture contrast better. Just 
■ike 71 'sets. So what do you buy? A large screen that 
ould be perfect for games and CAD (Computer 
.-Jced Design! or 3 medium size one that would let 
< ou enicy a higher quality picture and that would St 
on any desk?' 

Packing up the dat3 files, a vital operation that any 
PC user should regularly perform, is another exam- 
ple of .7 <?»■ to evaluate thing before acquiring 
additional bard rare, knowing that there is no such 
thing as an optimal solution. Tape back up is very 
practical and inexpensive. It is however, slow and 
‘somev-hat unreliable. Floppy disk is the cheapest 
:cnr bad: up but is not suitable for large files. 
Hr.rJ disk bad: up is fast, reliable but expensive and 
requires a de r ::ite handling of the media itself. 

Chocsing 2 good printer doesn't sound like a 
r::.-rruise either. Do we get an excellent laser printer 
with razor sharp printout but limited to regular size 
paper and black ink only, or a dot-matrix model that 
handles large. A3 size paper , though its printing 
quality is wsl! under the laser’s? 


chip talk 


Even software selection is never easy. Microsoft 
best selling Word 6.0 word processor is feature laden 
and does just about everything you need but ironing 
your shirts. However , it will eat up to 17 MB 
(megabytes or millions of characters) of your hard 
disk and takes several seconds to start working each 
time you load it. On the other side. Aims Write Now 
programme occupies only 300 KB (kilobytes or 
thousands of characters), toads in a split second, 

fraction of^ Word' 6J)Hapability. Where do you go 
from here? 

Bigger or more expensive is not always belter. 
Sometimes even faster is not necessarily preferable. 


ly do not work with fast dock rates. A famous case is 
the “t PC Globe, version 5.0” that cannot be activated 
if the system is running at 66 MHz. ft needs SO or 33 
MHz for that. Fortunately, most machines have 
turbo switches that let the user reduce the dock 
speed. 

The computer specialists themselves have hard 
times going in the right direction. Trial and error 
often is the standard approach, though some t hin k in g 
and careful analysis would certainly reduce the 
amount of damage such a procedure would cause to 
our wallet and/or to our precious, time capital. 


THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shwsqair 


i GOOD MORNING 

j Differential Risks 

j / don't kno'- why grown ups take dangerous risks 
.. if*'/?'? of which uk lethal). 
j Presumably normal people 
overeat. 

i drink more than they should. 

{ race ears. 
j gamble. 

| smoke. 
j speed. 

1 cheat t sometime calling it private enterprise). 

’! But if it's a teenager taking the risk, 
j Watch out for all the labels, interpretations, and 
| diagnostic categorisations pasted on him or her. 


AMAZING FACTS 


SJ Ni : oniy the cow and the goat are used for milk and 
cheese making, in some parts of the world , fanners 
r.dj’: reindeer, llamas and vaks! 


< >r h. the tomato is classed as a fruit by 
:jy<= :: contains seeds. It is regarded as 
c toe r^spbern - or strawberry. Some 
■ e use as vegetables are regarded as 
ner beans and cucumbers for examp/e. 


Russian tradition compelled the most 
'ins figure attending a wedding to sign a 
? ensuring the continuity of marriage for at 
otherwise he had to pay 150 roubles 


■n. islands the Seychelles, the inhabitants 
'w palms which oroduce huge, double coconuts 


5? A stag, aged 22. took up a position of a mayor in 
Lagitas, a town in Texas! 


PARTLY GAMES 
THE MILK BOTTLE RACE 

(Any above 10 - Indoors & outdoors) 

AH. \ ou need for this game are two or more empty 
■ milk bottles, a fairly long piece of string for each 
bottle, each piece being of the same length, and short 
st id s 1 even pencils will do) 

T.f* one end of each piece of string firmly to a milk 
b ,: . z, :o >■ .- ot. ii v-J to e stick (or pencil). 

• ' - v • r -r ;{>•?) $■( on the floor or 
. c. . . v . *• • s: d- zcoss their knees On ihe 

\ starv-ig sic : :b<?j tv.ist the sticks to wind up the 
j suing!" the '..-s' one' to gel the bottle up to touch the 
’j suck is the •• oner. Heats and finals can be run if so 
desired. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Which of the following metals are attracted by a 
magnet? — tin , brass, nickel, radium , iron, 
osmium. 


2. In what English towns are the following streets to 
be found? — Briggate, Long Row, Deansgat e. 
Coney Street, Fargate. 


3. What were the first books published by the follow- 
ing? — Dickens, Tennyson, Hardy. 


4. What entirely different meanings has the word 
"FLAG”? 


5. In what part of a house would you find the 
following? — purlin , joist, newel. 


TIME FOR FUN 


I At Cairo Railway Local Broadcasting Station the 
following announcement was made : "We attract 
passengers’ attention that the next train going to 
Aswan is now moving from Aswan/” 


F A man once bought a piece of meat and placed it on 
the table in front of bis hungry children saying: 
"Each one has to chew it quite a little and then give 
it out to bis brother sitting next to him!” 


f POLICE OFFICER: "You’re accused of hitting the 
lamp-post while drinking.” 

DRUNKARD: "No. sir. (He) was mistaken not 
me. Why was he standing in the street?” 


’ CHARMING SECRETARY: "You’ll see the doc- 
tor after 5 minutes, sir. 

VISITOR: "Just 5 Minutes! What a pity!” 


F A friend at a law-court asked a janitor who bad 
spent 20 years in service: "How much is your salar? 
now?" 

JANITOR : " Both the judge and I charge JD 800 ” 


PUZZLES 

INSERT THE MISSING LETTERS 


The archipelago 
of things to come 


By Saner Ghaleb Bagamen 

(1) The Archipelago of Architecture 

Scattered islands in an expanse of water are called an 
"archipelago. ” Stockholm (Sweden), by virtue of its 
location — built on twenty two islands — is arguably 
one of the most beautiful capital cities in the world; 
the Stockholm Archipelago consists of ten thousand, 
islands most of which are uninhabited. Arc/ufecrure, 
like any other field of knol wedge, has been ossified 
into a rigid structure of knowledge over many 
centuries of development. Rapid conceptual changes 
are at present, in the West at least, attacking this 
rigid structure with the inevitable result of loosening 
it up so that it can flow into a new and complex social 
mainstream. As the continuity of architectural cul- 
ture is lost, the world of architecture becomes 
fragmented into detached and lone works, an 
archipelago of architecture. 

Architecture must learn to flow in the new, risky 
and unknown ways in which society itself is beginning 
to Sow. More than this, it must embody new 
coherences within the turbulent streams of modem 
life; and even more , architecture must instigate 
streams and turbulences of its own. participating and 
not merely expressing. There is neither the time nor 
the need to express anything anymore, but only to 
be, or better yet , to become. 

(2) Art and Truth: A Problem of 
Definition 

What is knowledge? What is truth? What is time? 
What is beauty? What is art? In philosophy , since the 
time of Socrates, there has been an assumption that it 


should be possible to define the words in question 
and that we do not really known what we are talking 
about if we cannot define our words. Nowadayses 
no longer assumed so widely that definitions of this 
kind must or should be available. Merely verbal 
questions of this kind may be among die most 
important questions we can ask, having to do with 
fundamental concerns , of human life. 

The attempt to define art has a certain urgency 
which makes it different from attempts to define 

knowledge, truth , etc. If I, an ordinary consumer of 
art , have gone to some trouble to visit an art gallery, 
theatre or conceit hall, I may complain that my time 
and money have been wasted, that what has been 
presented to me is not merely not good art (which 
may be a matter of taste), but that it is not to be 
recognised as art at ail, since it does not conform to 
what is normally understood by this word. 

Concepts such as those of art, knowledge and truth 
do not spring up at random ; they are reflections of 
human needs and interests, of the situation in which 
we find ourselves and our perception of the world in 
which we live. Controversy has been a characteristic 
feature of the concept of art. But today, it is in a state 
of crisis unlike any that existed before. Almost daily 
we are confronted with new kinds of objects or 
performances which challenge our notions of what 
art ought to be. 

If the only requirement on art is that of novelty 
then we must not be surprised to find an ever wider 
range of objects and performances being put forward 
as art, until, it would seem, anything might become 
describable as art. 

Samer Bagaeen teaches architecture at the Applied 
Science University. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 

Thursday, S^pt 15 <<um r» ewm. 


7:15 Battkstar Galactica 
9:19 Murder She Wrote 


How To Make A Killing Without Really Trying 


A rich businessman escapes an assassination attempt. 
IBs friend Mrs. Fletcher starts investigating his 


lOdO News In En gR*h 

l(k20 Movie Of The Week — Shadow Of Doubt 

Starring: Teresa Wright and Joseph Cotton 

How can the police teB a young girl that her unde is a 
murderer and wanted by the police? The girl strives 
to prove that without a shadow of doubt her unde is 
innocent 

Friday, S ap t. id 

7:15 la Spite Of AB 

7M The Monsters Today 

Heimcn is sick. His many ‘‘personalities” frighten Ms 
wife and drive her to call for a doctor 


A woman ties in a coma as a result of a “mistake.” A 
legal daim is Bled against the clinic. 


19M News In English 


EmStie stays with Charlotte on her dying bed. She 
looks ahead for the New Year of 1902 and a tittle 
baby. 

Satstrdmy, Sept. 17 


&30 Movies, Games And Videos 
9:19 The CampbeBs 

The Firebrand 

Taper is attacked for speaking openly against 


A 

F ? J 

1 

D 

C ? G 
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KkOO News In English 

Kh20 Feature FBm — Missing 

Starring: Jack Lemmon, Sissy Spacek and John 
Shea 

Samday, Sept, 18 

7:15 FJBJ — Untold Stories 


Under the threat of a bomb explosion on board a 
plane, the F.B.L negotiates with a woman hijacker 
the release of a tongtime prisoner. 

8G0 Step By Step 

9:10 Quantum Leap 

Future Boy 

Sam brings together a daughter and a hither whose 
relationship has soured. 


IteOQ News In English 
10:W Snowy River 

Where There's Smoke 

Anita is back with revenge on her min d — while 
Luke has got "glitter” in bis eyes. 

Monday, Sept. 19 

7*0 Black Beauty 

Daylight' Robbery 

The sinking of the ship Estonia and the disappear- 
ance of Beauty Be heavy on Bella’s mind. 


Mathiew and sister are out to expose a judge who 
receives bribes. 

9:19 Galactic Odyssey 

JfcW News In English 


Conviction Of His Courage 

Matrix is called upon to save the life of a doctor 
whose life is threatened by a gang that deals with 
stolen weapons. 

1050 No Job For A Lady 

Tuesday, Smpt. 20 


Down In The Dumps 

How can man get his environment free from trash? 
Recycling seems a great idea. 

9:10 The Cotnmish 

Commissions Ball 

MM News la Rngtbh 

19M Come In Spinner 

Wednesday, Smpt. 21 


P.C. Or Not P.C. 


work at her dad’s firm. 

9:19 Z2w Nature Of Thin g* 

Powerful Medicine 

Plants have been man’s main source of medicines; 

the continuous Bow of new technologies, the 
fofure holds even greater opportunities for man to 

l(kOO News la Elfish 
10:20 The Nanny 

The Playwright 

Tim Nanny regrets going out on a date with an ok? 
school friend. 

10£0 PoSdark 

Caroline receives the wounded Dwight 
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Brigitte Bardot's two lives laid bare in new biography 


By Paul Majendie 

Reuter 

LONDON — When Bri- 
gitte Bardot starred in 
And God Created 
Woman, police in Dallas , 
Texas banned blacks from 
seeing the film in case they 
became too excited. 

In upstate New York, a 
priest bought all the tick- 
ets at a local cinema to 
stop people in 1956 seeing 
her nude on screen. 

Now, approaching her 
60tb birthday, the French 
"sex kitten ” once idolised 
by millions of men has 
found serenity at last in 
her second life as an anim- 
al rights activist campaign- 
ing for everything from 
Canadian seals to Mongo- 
lian wolves. 

A sex symbol who 
attempted suicide several 
times, a film star bored 
with movie-making, a 
failed mother who did not 
see her son for 10 years — 
her life is awash with con- 
flicts and contrasts. 

Now, after interviewing 
her husbands, lovers , 
family, friends and col- 
laborators, American au- 


thor Jeffrey Robinson has 
come up with a biography 
that highlights that dicho- 
tomy. It is entitled: Bar- 
dot: Two Lives. 

Husband number one , 
film director Roger 
Vadim, said of the woman 
he moulded into an icon: 
“ The first time I saw her 
she was still 14 and there 
was no doubt in my mind 
she was from another 
planet. ” 

Husband number two , 
Jacques Charrier , twice 
attempted suicide, over- 
whelmed by the pressures 
of being Monsieur Bardot. 

Husband number three, 
Gunter Sachs, bombarded 
her St. Tropez house with 
hundreds of roses dropped 
from a helicopter. “7 ro- 
manced her like a circus 
performer ,” he proudly 
boasts. 

Husband number four, 
Bernard D'Ormale , 
plunged her into con- 
troversy because of his 
friendship with extreme 
right-wing French politi- 
cian Jean-Marie Le Pen. 

Bardot, also wooed 
with roses by Robinson 


before she granted him an 
interview, says of her 
work with animals at the 
head of the Bardot Found- 
ation: "I have been bom 
again. Everything before 
my work with animals has 
nothing to do with me. 

“ It is not a job, it is a 
religion ,'* she says of the 
crusade that has possessed 
her since she gave up the 
cinema in 1973. In her 
career, she made 48 51ms 
in 21 years to rival Marilyn 
Monroe as one of the 
great sex goddesses of the 
century. 

Talking about her films, 
many of them indifferent 
potboilers . bores her. But 
turn the subject to any 
endangered species and 
she comes alive, arguing: 
“ Anyone who wears fur is 
wearing a cemetery on 
their backs/’ 

The foundation was 
launched by one of the 
most upmarket garage 
sales in the world — Bar- 
dot cleared her cupboard 
of everything from jewels 
to Sim costumes and sold 
them all at a glittering 


Paris auction. 

She has campaigned to 
save dolphins, stopped 
elephant ivory poachers, 
cuddled baby seals' on 
Canadian ice floes and 
even stopped a French 
restaurant caging a 
panther. 

Now, the barefoot god- 
dess with the famous pout 
that set male pulses racing 
everywhere, says: “I don’t 
see old age arriving with 
anxiety or serenity. I just 
see it arriving. 7 won’t 
have my skin stretched. I 
never use face cream.” 

Offers to return to the 
screen — from The Pink 
Panther with Peter Seilers 
to The Thomas Crown 
Affair with Steve 
McQueen — were always 
Grmly turned down. 
Animals now are her life 
and much more satisfying 
than the elusive search for 
the perfect man. 

Writing her own epi- 
taph with insouciance, she 
says of her tempestuous 
life: “I wait for love, find 
it, take it, lose it. It goes 
away. It comes back 
again. ” 


The paparazzi camera- 
men who dogged her ev- 
ery step used to drive her 
wild. She gave birth to son 
Nicholas in her Paris 
apartment where she be- 
came a virtual prisoner of 
their prying lenses. 

She complained at the 
height of her fame: "I 
have no life to speak of at 
all. I am a hunted woman. 
I cannot take a step with- 
out being surrounded and 
questioned. I am being 
tortured. ” 

The glare of publicity 
drove her to slash her 
wrists in desperation. Her 
mood swings exhausted 
and drained her lovers. 

German millionaire 
Sachs said: “I couldn’t tell 
10 minutes ahead what she 
was going to be like. She 
goes from being wonder- 
fully happy to being ex- 
tremely annonyed in 
seconds.” 

Vadim, who made her a 
star, says of Bardot: 
“ There is still at the very 
bottom of her soul a col- 
ossal loneliness that is the 
result of a colossal ego.” 

And. even with the pas- 



BHgstte Bardot 

sing of the years, he con- drug to her. And as with enslaved with it all her 
dudes: "Passion was a any drug, she would be life.” 






Animal actors ■ — Who’s looking out for Lassie? 




- ? 9 




By Maura Reynolds 

The Associted Press 

LOS ANGELES — Jesse 
James was being film ed in 
1939. A stuntman rode a 
horse off a 70-foot (2U 
metre) cliff into raging 
white water. The stunt- 
man lived. The horse did 
not. 

The American Humane 
Association (AHA) 
reacted to the animal’s 
death by establishing a 
Hollywood office dedi- 
cated to tracking the wel- 
fare of animals in the §p- 
tertainment industry. 

Five decades later , 
animal rights activists say 
the AHA has lost sight of 
its purpose, and even 
accepts money from the 
industry it claims to 
monitor. 

According to court 
documents obtained by 
the Associated Press , the 
AHA has received regular 
donations over the years 
from several industry 
groups, including the Mo- 
tion Picture Association of 
America. 

“ The relationship be- 
tween the AHA and the 
industry certainly presents 
the appearance of a con- 
flict of interest, ” says 


Nancy Burnet, who heads 
the coalition to protect 
animals in entertainment. 
4 7 think it’s unethical of 
them to accept money 
from the people they are 
supposed to be watching. ” 

AHA officials say the 
arguments are groundless. 

“ There is absolutely no 
amount of money in the 
world that would allow me 
to allow anyone to harm 
an animal,” says AHA 
staffer Barbara Sand. 

She suggests the issue 
can be seen as a conflict 
between activists for 
animal welfare and activ- 
ists for animal rights. 
While the AHA works to 
protect animal welfare, 
she says , others would 
prefer if animals never 
were used in entertain- 
ment. 

Such groups as People 
for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals have stated 
that using animals for hu- 
man entertainment is ex- 
ploitive — a charge that 
has gained some following 
among Hollywood activ- 
ists. 

“Animals don’t have 
careers, ” says Ms. Burnet. 
"Animals don’t have any 
choice. ” 


are being turned into 
movie stars. In 1988. 
animals appeared in only 
10 per cent of all 51m 
productions. Six years la- 
ter, with shrinking pro- 
duction budgets and a de- 
mand for family films, 
they can be found' in about 
50 per cent, the AHA 
said. 

Movies such as Free 
Willy , about a boy and a 
killer whale, and Beeth- 
oven, about a family and a 
St. Bernard, have 'proved 


to be box-office successes. 

But the warm, cuddly 
feeling inspired by animal 
movies can mask a harsher, 
truth, some contend 
“ Things are not as rosy 
as they would lead the 
public to believe,” Ms. 
Burnet said. 

The latest dispute cen- 
tres on last winter’s Dis- 
ney movie Iron Will. 

The 51m tells the story 
of a 17-year-old who sets 
out to save the family farm 
and earn money for uni- 


versity by winning a 
$10,000 dog-sled race. At 
one point in the movie , 
one of his dogs tights with 
a dog from a rival team. 

When the scene was 
filmed last year in Minne- 
sota, one of the dogs was 
injured, receiving a cut 
under his eyelid that was 
mended with stitches. 

The trainers on the set 
bristle with irritation when 
asked about the incident. 
For them, the injury was a 
rare accident, the kind of 


thing that happens from 
time to time even with the 
best of precautions. 

“We’ve never had an 
•accident before. ” says Joe 
Camp. Iron Will head 
trainer. “ I’m really upset 
with the animal-training 
community. They are tak- 
ing an incident that is very 
small and are making it 
much larger. ” 

As Mr. Camp explains 
it. the two dogs were 
trained separately to wres- 
tle. One was taught to 


assume the dominant posi- 
tion, and the other to 
assume a submissive posi- 
tion. As a precaution, the 
dogs’ mouths were bound 
with a plastic strap that 
prevented them from bit- 
ting each other. 

Mr. Camp calls it a 
“ simulated ” dog tight. 
But other trainers dis- 
agree. 

“ That’s not a fake 
tight,” says trainer clint 
Rowe, whose recent cre- 
dits include scenes in Wolf 
and Lassie. 

“ It's very real to the 
dogs, ” he said. 

Mr. Rowe says it 
doesn’t matter to the dogs 
if they are wearing a string 
muzzle. They are still in a 
physical and emotional 
state of agitation and fear. 
.And the Iron Will acci- 
dent only proves the argu- 
ment that the method is 
inhumane. 

Mr. Rowe prefers a 
technique called "play 
fighting,” in which two 
dogs who like each other 
are trained to rough-house 
on command. Mr. Rowe 
says the dogs think they 
are playing, but with the 
right camera angles and 
editing, it can look on 


screen like a vicious bat- 
tle. It is a technique Mr. 
Rowe used on the highly 
acclaimed Disney film 
White Fang. 

The AHA has not taken 
a position on muzzled 
tights. Los Angeles direc- 
tor Betty Denny Smith 
says the organisation’s 
guidelines require dog 
tights to be "simulated,” 
but does not prefer one 
technique over another. 

•‘There are good train- 
ers on both sides,” Ms. 
Smith says. ” Some feel 
one ■ way is the best and 
the safest and others feel 
another way is the best 
and the safest.” 

It is the AHA ’s latitude 
on such issues that infuri- 
ates the animal rights 
comm unit}'. Groups such 
as Ms. Burnet's coalition 
want the AHA to be more 
of an enforcer, aggressive- 
ly investigating abuse and 
bringing the perpetrators 
to justice. And they point 
out that while industry 
contracts allow the asso- 
ciation the right to screen 
and monitor film and tele- 
vision productions, AHA 
staffers do not have the 
authority to issue cita- 
tions. 


More 


and more animals 

z&smmsam 


List of unacceptable films 


The American Humane Association (AHA) keeps a list 
of fUms deemed unacceptable because of animal 
abuse. AHA officials note that the number of un- 
acceptable pictures has dwindled in recent years t and 
most of them were made overseas. No movies have 
been rated unacceptable since 1991. 

Some of the movies the AHA has found unaccept- 
able over the years and the reasons for the listing: 

— Apocalypse Now: Water buffalo backed to pieces 
(1979) 

— Heaven ’s Gate: Horse b/own up, illegal cockfight 
staged, cattle and chickens bled to get real blood to 
smear on actors (1981) 

— Reds: Horses wire-tripped (1981) 

— Conan The Barbarian : Horses tripped and other 
animals physically abused (1982) 

— Faces Of Death, parts I and 77; Dog fighting, 
monkey killed on camera and brains eaten, and sea 
otter , shark, alligator, other animals shot 


— Rambo HI: Horses tripped during filming in 
Israel (1988) 

— Vampire’s Kiss: Two cockroaches eaten by actor 
Nicholas Cage (1988) 

— Lawrence Of .Arabia: Harsh treatment of horses 
and camels (1962, rereleased in 1989) 

— The Abyss: Rat submerged in oxygenated liquid 
(1989) 

— Lord Of The Flies: Puffer fish caught by local 
fisherman was still alive when it was filmed being 
speared during Riming in Jamaica (1989) 

— Roger And Me: Documentary includes footage of 
rabbit being killed and skinned (1989) 

— - The Field: Cattle fall off CBff while filming in 
Ireland (1990) 

— In The blood: Documentary on big game 
banting , includes footage of animals bone killed 
(1990) 
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Chris De Burgh 

brings Beirut Biiwe 


Australians mark centenary 
of Waltzing Matilda 

Lyrics to Waltzing 
Matilda 

WINTON, Australia (AFP) — There are several 
verions of Waltzing Matilda. The O’Neill version is: 

Once there was a swagman camped on a billabong 
Under the shade of a coolibah tree. 

And he sang as be waited tiU bis billy boiled 
Yon ’ll come a- waltzing Matilda with me... 

Down came a jumbuck to drink at the billabong 
Up jumped the swagman and grabbed him with 
glee. 

And he sang as be cut him up and put him in his 
tuckerbag 

You’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me 

Up came the squatter mounted on bis thoroughbred 
Up came the troopers — one. two-, three. 
Where’s that jolly jumbuck you’ve got in your 
tuckerbag 

You’ll come a waltzing Matilda with me 

Up jumped the swagman and jumped into the 
billabong 

You’ll never take me alive, said he. 

While bis ghost may be heard as you pass by that 
billabong. 

Singing, you’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me. 


By Richard Breeze 
Agence France Presse 
WINTON. Australia — A 
hundred years ago Samuel 
Hoffmeister galloped 
away to his death after a 
gun battle around a blaz- 
ing wool shed and has 
achieved immortality in 
Australia’s besr known 
song. Waltzing Matilda. 

Hoffmeister. a leader in 
a landmark strike pitching 
shearers against land hol- 
ders, shot himself on Sept. 
2, 1894 near Combo billa- 
bong, 140 kilometres (8S 
miles) from here „ and is 
believed to be the model 
for the tragic swagman in 
the haunting ballad. 

“ Waltzing Matilda is 
actually a very subtle 
allegory — a symbolic 
story — appealing for a 
/air’ go for all Austra- 
lians,” said historian 
Richard Magoffin, who 
organised dawn cere- 
monies near the Billabong 
at wbat he says is Hoff- 
meister ’s grave. 

Five months after the 
shearer’s suicide, bush 
poet Andrew "Banjo” 
Paterson visited Dagworth 
sheep station, scene of the 
gun battle, and picnicked 
at the billabong, or 
Waterhole. He later 
crafted the lyrics to fit ati 

old air his girlfriend was 


on April 6, 1895 at the 
North Gregory Hotel on 
the main street here and 
has become, in the minds 
of many Australians, the 
national anthem. 

“ Waltzing Matilda is 
full of code words, but 
celebrates Australians’ 
spirit of defiance. We are 
a nation of battlers.” said 
Jonathan King who is 
organising 10 days of 
celebrations here in April 
to mark the centenary of 
this first performance. 

The concerts, rodeo . 
racing and other outback 
events are expected to 
draw lO.OOOpeople to this 
slow-paced 

Queensland town, whose 
impeccably clean streets 
are currently home to 
1J2DO. 

Many visitors had better 
bring their “matilda” with 
them. 

This is local slang for a 
swag, or bedroll, which 
itinerant shearers — 
known as swagmen — car- 
ried as they walked or 
rode long distances be- 
tween farms which could 
cover 3.120 square 
kilometres (1,200 square 
miles). 

Historians, trace • the 
term "waltzing” to the 
phrase "auf der walz,” or 
walking round the coun- 
try. used by Germans 


gold fields in the 1850s. 

Local septugenarian 
Leon Angelli recalled 
waltzing his matilda here 
nearly 50 years ago. 

“i used to average four 
miles a day carrying my 
swag and a gallon of wa- 
ter. Often I used to spend 
a fortnight out in the 
bush," he said. 

At the billabong — an 
Aboriginal term for stand- 
ing water on a flood plain 
— the same coolibah trees 
which shaded the shearer 
and Paterson still lean 
over the tea-brown waters 
set in an immense plain of 
yellow-ochre grass. 

Paterson ' s swagman 
steals a "jumbuck. " or 
sheep, a term based on an 
Aboriginal word for fluffy 
white clouds, and stuffs it 
in his tuckerbag or food 
sack. 

When the local farmer, 
or "squatter," accompa- 
nied by three troopers 
threatens to arrest him, 
the swagman drowns him- ’ 
se/f shouting — in some 
versions of the song — 
“ you’ll never catch me 
alive. ” 

“I’ve jumped in the bil- 
labong, it is deep enough 
to drown in.” said King. 

The billabong adjoins 
Dagworth sheep station 

attacked by Hoffmeister 

and 15 other men who 


and 140 sheep in a violent 
culmination to the 1894 
shearers' strike. 

The reasons for Hoff- 
meister’s suicide remain a 
mystery, but it is believed 
he was disturbed by the 


But not all historians 
believe it is proven that 
Hoffmeister was the mod- 
el for rhe swagman. 

“It’s a silly song, but 

were -a silly lot,”, said 


By Haitbam Haddadin 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — The moun- 
tains above Beirut echoed 
to a different beat at the 
weekend — the dri\ing 
music of rock star Chris 
De Burgh — in two rare 
shows by an international 
artist since the 1975-90 
civil war ended. 

Beirut comes alive 
again later this month with 
concerts by French singer 
Patricia Kaas and the 
famed lady of Lebanese 
song. Feyrouz. in what 
Lebanese see as proof that 
life is gelling back to nor- 
mal and it is time for 
Beirut to become a fun 
city again. 

"This is what these kids 
have been waiting for 
years." said a Western 
journalist watching the ec- 
static crowd of 10,000 
dance and sing to De 
Burgh's beat. 

"You're one of the besr 
audiences 1 ever saw. This 
is like playing among 
friends. " De Burgh told 
the swaying throng of 
young girls in jeans or 
miniskirts and tight tops 
and young men in jeans 
and T-shirts, many sport- 
ing ponytail hair-dos. 

“When I get home I will 
tell everybody to come to 

Lebanon to give con- 

certs,” he said. 


wherever he went in the 
city, the Irish pop star said 
he was not afraid to set 
foot in Beirut — once a 
synonym for bombings 
and kidnappings, includ- 
ing that of his countryman 
Brian Keenan. 

“ I was in Moscow re- 
cently and I did feel afraid 
there because of the 
gangsters. But J don T feel 
afraid here.” he told a 
news conference. 

Keenan, one of many 
Westerners taken hostage 
in Lebanon by pro-Iranian 
Muslim militant groups, 
was held for four years 
until 1 990. The United 
States still forbids its 
citizens to visit Lebanon. 

"What amazes me is the 
regeneration of life in 
Beirut. People are full oi 
life and fun and want to 
live. ” De Burgh said. 

"Before the war beauti- 
ful women and the beauti- 
ful people would go 
there, " he said of pre-war 
Beirut. " Bui the second 
image is a complete con- 
trast: That of the terrible 

things that happened... 
the people that had been 
kidnapped... the bomb- 
ings. " 

Some Westerners, who 
started venturing back to 
Lebanon after the kidnap- 
pings ceased, attended the 
concerts in the pictures- 
que mountains east of 


De Burgh, under a wall 
of red. blue and yellow 
lights, sang himselfhoarse 
Friday in a half-hour of 
encores. 

His latest hit Blonde' 
Hair, Blue Jeans was met 
uirh cheers but signature 
tunes like Lady In Red 
and Spanish Train and an 
added bonus, the Beatles' 
1960s hit Hey Jude, were the 
songs that brought most 
people out. 

"It was like an explo- 
sion. The kids knew every 
song he d ever written and 
they just sang and swayed 
all the way through .*' said 
a British journalist. 

Kaas is to perform on 
Sept. 20 and Feyrouz will 
play on the 17th in the 
war-damaged centre of 
Beirut in a concert lifting 
the curtain on a 25-year 
reconstruction program- 
me. 

"I derided to bring in- 
ternational acts, not un- 
known ones. It’s time for 
Beirut to regain its leading 
role in this field." said 
Naji Baz. whose Buzz 
Productions contracted 
De Burgh's concert. 

He said British singers 
Elton John and Sting may 

come to Beirut in 1995' 

Other Western pop 
stars and bands, like 
Samantha Fox, Dr Alban 
and Enigma . have per- 
formed in Beirut since the 

war pnWp.t 
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New drug cure gives addicts painless * cold turkey * 




By Richard Bastin 

Reuter 

.'.■^SEVILLE, Spain — A 
' f painless, one-day drug 
'.treatment, pioneered in 
; 'Seville, enables addicts to 
■ o through withdrawal 
- ■ symptoms in an intense 
^ burst while unconscious, 
:>> thus avoiding the dreaded 
•■*£ • * ‘cold turkey 

Psychologist Juan Jose 
y*Z.<Legarda. the man behind 
r'i'-Cfie breakthrough, says the 
yrfiacceie rated detoxification 
-method can help even har - 
rtdbned heroin and cocaine 
. 'users to give up drugs. 
X ‘His claims are backed 
; '• * ‘ by a success rate of more 
‘ft+l&an 90 per cent among 
ri' .the 350 patients he has 
>^-peated since 1992 in the 
ZgcCita Drugs Clink in this 
<?$$outhem Spanish city. 

Dr. Jegarda says only 
vgrpalf O f -hose who enroll in 
i^tUradit.Jnal drug treatment 


programmes ever finish 
the course , while 30 per 
cent of addicts never even 
seek help because of fear 
and the inability to cope 
with withdrawal symp- 
toms. 

The new process uses 
the chemical naltrexone, 
which speeds the physical 
reaction to withdrawal so 

that it occurs in a com- 
pressed time-frame, usual- 
ly not exceeding four 
hours. 

Patients are anaesthe- 
tised and placed in an in- 
tensive care unit where 
they are monitored 
throughout the treatment. 

“ Experiencing such in- 
tense effects while con- 
scious would be terrible, 
like open-heart surgery 
without anaesthetic, so we 
decided to Uy anaesthe- 
tic,” said Dr. Legarda, 
who holds a doctorate in 
addiction treatment from 
London's Maudsley Hos- 


pital. 

Upon waking. Dr. 
Legarda says, patients are 
drug- free with minima I 
side-effects. Some com- 
plain afterwards of sto- 
mach and muscle prob- 
lems which had previously 
been masked because he- 
roin itself is a powerful 
anaesthetic. 

Addicts tempted to go 
back to drugs find them- 
selves diasppointed as the 
“high” is countered by a 
daily dose of naltrexone, 
which , with regular coun- 
selling, continues for a 
year after the crash detox- 
ificiation. 

“ After a cbuple of 
weeks I bought some he- 
roin because I was bored, 
but nothing happened, it 
was a waste of money, ” 
said one of Dr. Legarda' s 
former patients. 

Dr. Legarda took most 
of his early patients from 
Tocina. a small town of 


8.000 people 4 0 
kilometres east of Seville. 
The first addicts seeking 
help were introduced fo 
him by the local priest. 

Some 60 per cent of 
those who complete stan- 
dard rehabilitation 
courses go back on drugs a 
year later. Dr. Legarda 
said. In comparison, only 
two out of 37 addicts from 
Tocina are back on drugs 
after an average of 20 
months following treat- 
ment. 

The high success rate 
complements strong eco- 
nomic arguments in 
favour of the new techni- 
que. Dr. Legarda charges 

250.000 pesetas ($1,900) 
for the core. Traditional 
in-patient treatments re- 
quire a 10-day hospital 
stay costing at least 50 per 
cent more. 

No lasting physical or 
psychological side-effects 


have been found and the 
paf/ents are amazed by the 
results. 

“My whole world was 
heroin , it was the only 
thing I could think of. The 
cure has been a complete 
miracle, ” said Dr. Legar- 
da' s first patient, 23-year- 
old Juan, who spoke to 
Reuters in Tocina. 

Word of Juan's cure 
spread quickly among 
addicts in the town, most 
of whom had already tried 
conventional detoxifica- 
tion methods without suc- 
cess. 

Spurred on by the news 
that the “ living hell” of 
withdrawal symptoms 
could be avoided, more 
and more took the treat- 
ment until even the local 
drug pusher, who found 
himself unemployed , tried 
Dr. Legarda's method. 

The cured addicts view 
Dr. Legarda as a saviour. 

"He s the second god, ” 


said 25-year-old Aurelio. 
who used to spend 5,000 
pesetas ($38) a day on he- 
roin. 

Some locals founded a 
group called Aurora 
(dawn) to help former 
addicts. They say Tocina 
is now a drug-free oasis. 

Dr. Legarda has opened 
private surgeries in Mad- 
rid, Barcelona, San Sebas- 
tian and Tel Aviv, where 
several of his patients are 
Israeli army veterans who 
developed addictions to 
powerful medicines used 
to treat war wounds. 

Dr. Legarda says the 
new technique can be used 
to cure any opiate addict. 
In one extreme cause, a 
Spaniard who took eight 
grammes of heroin a day , 
20 times as much as most 
addicts, was cured after an 
eigbt-and-a-half hour 
sedation. 

Despite the success of 


the treatment. Dr. Legar- 
da has struggled for recog- 
nition in Spain. He blames 
government reluctance to 
implement a private sector 
project and resentment 
from physicians who re- 
gard him as an outsider. 

He said he had met a 
cool reception from the. 
Andalusian Regional 
Government and from 
Spain's National Drugs 
Plan. 

Psychiatrist Jose Valle 
Cabrera has worked in 
conventional drug rehabi- 
litation and knows about 
the Legarda treatment 

“ This is not a major 
breakthrough, not like the 
invention of Penicillin for 
example ," he said. 

“ Nevertheless , it is very 
useful in the first stage, 
which is detoxification. 
The cold turkey isn't that 
difficult to overcome, it 
normally doesn r t last more 
than a few days — what 


does take longer is the 
process of losing the 
habit. n 

Research by Dr. Miguel 
Casas of the Citraa 
Foundation in Barcelona 
suggests that the mental 
imprint of the association 
of drugs with feeling good 
could last as long as 25 
years. 

“ The nature of the 
Legarda treatment means 
it can also represent a first 
step towards losing the. 
habit,” said Dr. Cabrera, 
adding that other places 
have tried naltrexone, but 
not in such a compressed 
time frame. 

In Tocina, the effects of 
Dr. Legarda's work are 
clear. 

“You can certainly see 
the difference. Drug-re- 
lated crime around here 
has gone down consider- 
ably,” said a member of 
Tocma's Civil Guard. 


Scientists find good use for tobacco: Growing medicines 


'-BLACKSBURG, Va. — 
lit a sweltering green- 
f house in the Appalachian 
■* Mountains, Dr. Carole 
\ Cramer fingers a fat 
■ t CQbzcco leaf that is in- 
. cube ting a vital human 
bioed protein. 

Early tests suggest the 
r'jeafy pariah can actually 
rgrow complex medicines, 
from blood thinners to a 
Ipossibk AIDS drug. And 
-yhiie years of research lie 
" “/lead* Dr. Cramer pre- 
dicts the day farmers set 
\is:dc a little tobacco to 
. uslp heal tii. ' 
if “We're on the cusp,” 
■ssid the Virginia tech 
plant pathologist. “There 
are a lot of hurdles still, 
but ihere's a real oppor- 
tunity here. ” 

Tobacco is under attack 


from all sides. Doctors re- 
vile its capacity to kill, the 
U.S. Congress is trying to 
ban indoor smoking and 
the federal Food and Drug 
Administration is con- 
sidering regulating nico- 
tine as a drug. 

But scientists from the 
United States to Holland 
are discovering a good 
side to tobacco that could 
provide cheaper medi- 
cines and might help the 
small tobacco grower sur- 
vive. 

“ Tobacco is tike the 
white mouse of the planet 
World,” said Bob Erwin, 
president of Biosource 
Genetics, a new California 
company dedicated to 
pharmaceutical tobacco. 

“You ''can do nearly 
whatever your imagina- 
tion can come up with,” 
Dr. Cramer agreed. 

Tobacco contains about 


4,000 chemicals. Some are 
dangerous. Others have 
commercial use: 

— DNA Plant Technol- 
ogy Corp. has patented a 
variety that produces high 
levels of sclareol, which is 
used in place of animal 
musk in .deodorants and 
aftershaves. 

— North Carolina State 
University is producing 
Fraction-1, a protein 
found in all green veget- 
ables but that tobacco pro- 
duces in higher concentra- 
tions. Scientists could use 
the gelatin-like substance 
in cosmetics in as tittle as 
two years. They hope later 
to turn Fraction-1 into a 
non-allergenic infant for- 
mula or perhaps even food 
for kidney patients, be- 
cause it is so pure that it 
may help them avoid di- 
alysis. 

More intriguing , tobac- 


co grows foreign genes so 
easily that it one day could 
do what scientists now de- 
pend on expensive bacter- 
ia systems and transgenic 
animals to provide: Bioen- 
gineered medicine. 

Dr. Cramer took an 
aggressive tobacco-attack- 
ing bacteria and added to 
it the gene for a vital 
protein that keeps people 
from suffering serious 
blood clots . . 

She infected pieces of 
tobacco leaf with the bac- 
teria, sprouted the leaf 
bits and in a matter of 
weeks had grown dozens 
of transgenic tobacco 
plants — with human 
blood protein growing in- 
side their leaves. 

She's now extracting 
that protein, purifying it 
and testing it to see 
whether the tobacco has 
processed it the same way 
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the body would. If it 
hasn't, the protein might 
not work. But if it does, 
doctors could get human 
blood proteins much more 
easily and cheaply. 

Canadian researchers 
are also testing an anti- 
coagulant from tobacco. 

Mr. Erwin infects plants 
with gene-altered viruses 
that grow drugs inside 
tobacco temporarily, in-, 
stead of creating an entire 
transgenic plant. 

He inserted a gene for a 
molecule called Alpha 
Trichosantbin, which is 
being tested as a possible 
anti- AIDS drug, into 
tobacco and produced 200 
times the amount that 
grows in its natural 
source , the Chinese 
cucumber plant. 

And he just signed a 


contract with the Uni- 
versity of California, 
Irvine, ro see whether 
tobacco can grow a new 
class of antibiotic called 
Defensin. 

AtN.C. State, scientists 
are inserting Lysozyme, a 
bacteria-killing enzyme 
from cows’ stomachs, into 
tobacco in search of 
another new antibiotic. 

Not only does tobacco 
appear to grow these 
drugs easily, it grows so 
large and so fast that sci- 
entists can get a good 
supply quickly. Dr. Cram- 
er said. 

And while some people 
question whether medi- 
cine growh in tobacco 
would pose a health 
threat, one study indicates 
that's not a problem. 
Mogen International, in 


the Netherlands, fed 
chickens a tobacco-grown 
molecule and found no ill 
effects. 

This could one day be 
good news for the small 
tobacco growers faced 
with a declining market. 
They pocket about $1,000 
per acre ($2,500 per hec- 
tare) of tobacco, com- 
pared with only about $60 
an acre ($150 a hectare) 
for com or soybeans . so 
changing crops isn't a 
good economic choice, 
said N.C. State's Dr. Ray 
Long. 

Pharmaceutical tobac- 
co, however, should retain 
a high price, be said. 

“But we have to be can-, 
did and not oversell this 
idea , because any new 
venture is going to take 
time. tr Dr. Long 


cautioned. 

Getting government 
approval for new drugs 
takes years. Dr. Long 
hopes first to establish a 
market for new tobacco 
products by selling Frac- 
tion -1 and a form of 
Lysozyme that fights bac- 
teria off vegetable seeds. 
That will take at least two 
years, and should help 
pave the way for tobacco- 
produced drugs, he said. 

“Will medicines in 
tobacco ever completely 
fill the void for the grow- 
ers? No,” Dr. Cramer 
said. “ But in the long 
term, maybe 10 years 
ffom now, you may see, 
quite a large acreage of 
tobacco grown for medi- 
cines, enzymes to use in 
cosmetics, all kinds of 


HIV less likely to lead to AIDS 
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is to find out on the seem to confer immunity 
molecular level what dif- against HIV-1 and that 
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after infection. been a growing consensus 

By contrast, none of 33 — that there are dearly 

women whose date of in- differences between HIV - 
fection with HTV-2 was 1 and HIV-2,” Dr. Helene 
known developed AIDS Gayle, associate director 
symptoms over the course of the Centres for Disease 
of the study. Control , told Reuters. 

Based on these numbers Recently AIDS resear- 
and on an analysis of chers have begun to focus 
AIDS progression among on a tiny subset of those 
Senegalese women whose infected with HIV-1 worl- 
date of HIV infection was dwide — about 5 per cent . 
nor known, researchers at — who have not con- 
the Harvard AIDS Insti - traded AIDS after long 
tute have made a statistic- . periods of infection. They 
al projection that women are known to researchers 
infected with HTV-1 have as “non-progressors. ” 
a 33 per cent chance of “■ In HIV-2, non-prog- 

developing AIDS within ressors seem to be the rule ' 
five years of infection. rather than the excep- 
According to the same tion,” Dr. Martink said, 
projection, women in - “The majority will prob- 
fected with the HTV-2 ably die of causes other 
virus have almost no than AIDS. Some people 
chance of developing will still develop AIDS, 
AIDS within five years of but this is just a much 


(2) Briggate — Leeds. 

Long Row — Nottingham. 
Deansgate — Manchester 
Comey Street — York. 
Fargate — Sheffield. 


(3) Sketches By Boz by Dickens. 

- Peoms By Two Brothers (Timbuctoo his first 
alone ) by TENNYSON 

- Desperate Remedies by HARDY. 


(4) Some of the different meanings of “FLAG”: 
® To droop; feel weak and tired. 

M A plant — the iris. 


infection. 

“We've followed them 


slower virus.” 

While nonprogression 


long enough now so that in individuals with HTV-1 
we can definitively say seems to be linked to uni- 
that those infected with que aspects of the hosts' 
HTV-1 have a much higher immune systems, the non- 
risk of getting AIDS than progression associated 
those infected with HIV- with HIV-2 appears to 
2” Dr. Richard Marlin k, have more to do with 

executive director of the characteristics of the virus 
Harvard AIDS Institute, itself. 


told .Reuters. 

Dr. Marlink is lead au- 


dit's not on the immune 
system side because the 


tbor of a report on the Senegalese women are 
study that appeared in the presumably genetically 
journal Science. and otherwise all about 

HTV-2 is found mainly the same ” Dr. Marlink 
in West Africa but has said. “Now the challenge 


I A paving stone \ 

f The feathers on the leg of a hawk. \ 

F A small paper badge bought in aid of charity. 


® carrying the ordinary 

underneath die floor supporting the 
^ ofa stakcase at ^ 


PUZZLES 
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Russian cancer institute 
plagued by U.S. magazine readers 


ST. PETERSBURG — 
Professor Mikhail Gersha- 
novich. one of Russia’ lead- 
ing cancer specialists, 
thought he had more than 
enough problems for the 
rime being. 

Sharp cuts in state fund- 
ing mean the prestigious 
Petrov Institute of Oncolo- 
gy, where he has worked 
for the last 33 years, cannot 
afford to carry out fun- 
damental cancer research 
and even has problems 
buying vital medicines. 

Could things be worse? 
Well, yes. 

In an extraordinarily 
bizarre twist, the institute is 
being bombarded with let- 
ters, faxes and telephone 
calls from readers of the 
U.S. erotic magazine 
Penthouse who are con- 
vinced Mr. Gershanovich 
and his team have found a 
miracle cure for cancer. 

“For me these calls are a 
blow because I can't do 
anything. We are in a very 
serious position. What can 
we do? We cannot help 
these patients,” said Mr. 
Gershanovich, leafing 
through a pile of letters 
from across the globe. 

Each one contains a 
heart-rending plea from a 
husband, wife, child or pa- 
rent, begging for help to 
treat a loved relative on the 
verge of death. 

Sadly, the Petrov team 
have not found a cure for 
any cancer, much less all of 
them. 

■ Instead they are mired in 
a controversy imthe United 
States over the drug Hydra- 
tin Sulphate (HS), which 
helps some terminal cancer 
patients fend off the ema- 
ciation and weakness which 
often accompany the final 
stages of the illness. 

For the last 10 years Mr. 
Gershanovich and his team 
have been carrying out tests 
on HS, which the U.S. au- 
thorities refuse to licence 
on the grounds that it is not 
effective enough. ^ 

■ One U.S." journalist 'and 
HS advocate, outraged by 
Washington's stance, flew 
to St. Petersburg this year 
to interview Mr. Gershano- 


vich. The problems started 
shortly afterwards. 

“When I first saw the 
article had been printed in 
Penthouse I felt like 
dying,” said Mr. Gershano- 
vich. "We began to receive 
a lot of letters. He 
announced it was a mirade 
and all patients would be 
cured.” . .... 

HS — originally a com- 
ponent of rocket fuel — is 
nothing of the sort, as Mr. 
Gershanovich's trials with 
740 patients showed. 

“We studied the drug 
very carefully, ft is not a 
mirade, but it is interest- 
ing,” he said, patiently 
pointing out as he does 
many times that HS can 
help only certain kinds of 
cancer. 

The test results were 
promising — up to 25 per 
cent of breast cancer and 
Hodgkin's disease patients 
showed some improvement 
— so the Petrov Institute 
applied to the Russian 
Health Ministry for approv- 
al to market the drug. 

But as in other countries, 
until the drug is registered, 
not one single HS tablet can 
be produced. It is a message 
the often desperate callers 
do not want to hear. 

“People say 'you don't 
understand, this is my 
mother',” said Marina Bus- 
layeva, a senior member of 
the Petrov Institute. 

Foreign sufferers who 
might be helped by HS 
could still have some time 
to wait after the drug is 
approved in Russia, since 
the Petrov wants to carry 
out further trials here. 

“To really .evaluate it we 
need 10,000 or 20,000 patients after 
HS production has 
started,” says the professor, 
whose team is examining 
how the drug might help 
avoid relapses after brain 
tumour surgery. 

"We have had some very 
interesting results with 
brain tumours. But it would 
be premature to announce 
this as a cure — prolonged 
trials are necessary,” said 
Mr. Gershanovich, who is 
not happy about the 'atti- 
tude of U.S. medical offi- 
cials to HS. 

“Their position is not 
right — they say if a drug 


helps less than 20 per cent 
of patients it is ineffective. 
This drug is special and the 
common rules should not 
apply,” he said. 

“If the drug can help one 
in 1,000 previously incur- 
able patients, it is of in- 
terest. This drug should btf 
fought for,” added Mr. 
Gershanovich, pausing to 
light another cigarette. 

"I believe in fate. If I am 
to get lung cancer, I must 
get lung cancer,” he ex- 
plained with a disarming 
smile. 

The row over HS is an 
unwelcome distraction in 
the battle to keep the Pet- 
rov above water. 

The institute, founded in 
1926 by oncologist Nikolai 
Petrov, was a leader in the 
anti-cancer struggle, 
pioneering the use of che- 
motherapy and surgical 
techniques. But ecnomic 
problems triggered by the 
Soviet Union's collapse are 
taking their toll. 

"At the moment we are 
receiving virtually no huma- 
nitarian aid — $20,000 or 
$30,000 would help us for a 
year. We don’t need 
money, we need medi- 
cines,” Mr. Gershanovich 
said. 

“We’ve stopped asking 
for help. We don’t want to 
be fed and supported. We 
just need a short list of 
medicines.” 

This would enable his 
team to continue searching 
for new weapons in the 
fight against cancer, 
although he dismisses talks 
of a miracle cure as ridicu- 
lous. 

“There is no such thing as 
cancer — there are several 
hundred cancers,” he said. 
“Tumours have become re- 
sistant. This is a very big 
problem... you have to be 
realistic about what you can 
expect.” 

His approach is simple — 
people have to die of some- 
thing. 

“Maybe cancer is the 
routine terminal of life. It ii 
so natural," said Mr. Ger- 
shanovich. 

“It is riot possible to ex- 
pect in 100 years we will 
have no cancer in the 
world. I am a fatalist — I 
have seen too much." 
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LEADING A DIVIDED ROYAL FAMILY: Zulu King Good will Zwelithini seems to be trying to enter the political arena as Znlu tribesmen 


continue to have conflicting sympathies (AFP photo) 


Political row splits South Africa’s Zulu royals 


By Marius Bosch 

Reuter 

DURBAN, South Africa — 
The Zulu royal family is 
split between supporters of 
President Nelson Mandela 
and traditionalists ba ttling 
for the hearts and minds of 
nine million Zulus, political 
analysts said. - 

A row over an invitation 
for Mr. Mandela to attend 
celebrations for the 19th- 
century Zulu warrior King 
Shaka has revived a decade- 
old conflict between Mr. 
Mandela’s African National 
Congress (ANC) and rivals 
in foe mainly-Zufu based 
Inkatha Freedom Party, 
sociologist Gerhard Mare 
said. 

“It is a continuation of 
tiie conflict between the 
ANC and Inkatha into the 
New South Africa,” said 
Mr. Mare, author of two 


books on the Zulu-based 
Inkatha party’s leader Mon- 
gosuthu Butbelezi. 

The conflict between the . 
ANC and Inkatha, the 
country’s largest black poli- 
tical groupings, have lolled 
more than 10,000 people in 
the Zulu heartland of 
Kwazulu-Natal since 1984. 

Political murders de- 
creased after historic all- 
race elections in April in- 
stalled Mr. Mandela’s gov- 
ernment of national unity, 
which includes Bnthelezi 
and Inkatha officials. 

But analysts and h itman 
rights groups say the battle 
within the Zulu royal 
household could spark fresh 
bloodletting in the killing 
fields of Kwazulu-Natal. 

There has been a fragile 
peace in Kwazulu-Natal 
since the elections in which 
Inkatha won control of the 
province by a razor-thin 
majority. 


Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithiiii is at the centre of 
the row. Although he pro- 
fesses to be apolitical, poli- 
tical observers say be is 
moving towards the ANC 
and out of the shadow of 
Mr. Bnthelezi — his uncle 
who c laims the post of tra- 
ditional Zulu prime minis- 
ter through ancestry. 

The Zulu royals are di- 
vided along political lines 
between ANC sympathisers 

and Inkatha traditio nalis ts, 

said Linda Mdean, a re- 
searcher for the watchdog 
human rights committee. 

“There have always been 
ANC and Inka tha princes 
and chiefs. It has been a 
conflict that has been brew- 
ing for some time between 
the king and Bnthelezi,” 
Mr. Mdean added. 

The HRC has blamed an 
upsurge of political violence 
in Kwazulu-Natal on the 


controversy around the 
king’s invitation to Mr. 
Mandela to attend Shaka 
Day festivities later this 
month. 

At least 24 people were 
killed in the province in the 
first week of September — 
the highest death toll in 
political strife since Mr. 
Mandela's inauguration in 
May. 

Inkatha officials have 
said that ANC attempts to 
woo King Zwelithini could 
lead to increased levels of 
violence. 

“One just hopes that this 
battle royal is nipped in the 
bud very urgently before it 
is allowed toripin totally out 
of control," said a senior 
Inkatha offidal. who asked 
not to be identified. 

“Any conflict between 
the royals... would natural- 
ly spill out. Bearing in mind 
that Kwazulu-Natal is such 
a volatile province, it does 


not take very much to ex- 
acerbate the situation.” 

The pro- ANC royal fac- 
tion was acting ont of 
opportunism, he said, 
adding: “They think that by 
sidling up to the ANC they 
are going to be given a 
better deal." 

Mr. Mare said the cur- 
rent squabble could be 
traced back nearly two de- 
cades ago to when anti- 
Buthelezi royals wanted to 
oust him. 

The group, which in- 
cluded a sister and an unde 
of tiie king, had the support 
of the white-minority apar- 
theid government in the 
1970s, but now found sup- 
port in the ANC, Mr. Mare 
added. 

"It is being fought out on 
the terrain of tradition. It is 
really bizarre in a new 
South Africa and a demo- 
cratic country," he said. 


Japan bye-election 
result sends 
political ripple 


By Brian Williams 


TOKYO — The Straight 
Cucumber Party did not do 
well in Japan's weekend 
election. That was ex- 
pected. 

What was not expected 
was that Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama’s 
candidate would lose by 
nearly a two-to-one margin 
in the firet bye-election test 
of his 10-week-old govern- 
ment. 

As a result, a new round 
of tea-leaf gazing is in full 
swing on where Japan's 
politics goes from here. 

Mr. Murayama’s three- 
party coalition would rather 
have come doser in the 
upper-house bye-election in 
Aichi constituency, 200-km 
southwest of Tokyo. 

And the win by the 
opposition-backed candi- 
date gives impetus to the 
formation of a grand new 

Party- _ , 

The question is whether 
the opposition win was 
merely a symbolic setback 
or a significant blow to Mr. 
Murayama’s ability to hold 
his coalition together. 

The election was tramp- 
led by some analysts as tiie 
start of a new era of two- 
party politics because it 
basically involved only two 
candidates, one backed by 
the 10-party opposition and 
one by tiie Muiayama coali- 
tion. 

The bye-election was cal- 
led when the opposition in- 
cumbent was striped of his 
seat for falsifying bis 
academic record. 

The poll was conadered a 
minor re f erendum on Mr. 
M mayam a’s coalition, an 
unlikely al&ance of his 
Sodalist Party, the pro- 
business Liberal Democra- 
tic Party (LDP) and the 
new party Sakigake, made < 
up of LDP defectors. 

But Aichi voters prob- 
ably had a better idea of 
what a fringe candidate like 
the representative of the 


Straight Cucumber Party 
stood for than the differ- 
ences between the two main 
candidates. 

Candidate Tsuyoshi 
Makino said his symbol of a 
straight Cucumber was to 
highlight how conformist 
Japan’s society had become 
in that shoppers would not 
buy a crooked Cucumber. 

“A society that accepts 
only straight cucumbers is 
rigid,” his campaign litera- 
ture said. 

Mr. Makino's message 
found appeal with 88,000 
voters, compared with 
950,000 for the winning 
candidate, Yuzuru Tsnzuki, 
an American-educated for- 
mer Labour Ministry offi- 
cial, and 550,000 for Mr. 
Murayama’s candidate, for- 
mer U.N. offidal Jiro Mizn- 
no. 

Even Mr. Murayama 
admitted that there was lit- 
tle to separate the polides 
of the two main camps. 

“It was a crushing de- 
feat," Mr. Murayama told 
reporters the day after the 
Sunday defeat. 

"Our late start in cam- 
paignings to blame. In addi- 
tion, we could not spell out 
the differences.” 

Basically Japanese poli- 
tics has polarised into two 
large conservative camps 
with the opposition proc- 
laiming, “responsible poli- 
cies” and the coalition proc- 
laiming “caring policies.” 

There is no immediate 
threat to the coalition be- 
cause it had a majority of 30 
seats in the lower bouse. 
The upper house is a cere- 
monial body similar to Bri- 
tain’s House of Lords. 

The hope in the opposi- 
tion camp is that the win 
not only will encourage uni- 
ty among them but also may 
lead to defections from the 
coalition. 

"With this as an impetus, 
we’ll move ahead towards a 
new party,” said former 

LDP prime minister Toshi- 
ki Karfu, now in opposition. 


Political vacuum boosts violence in Burundi 


By Thalia Griffiths 

Reuter 

BUJUMBURA — The 
political vacuum in Burundi 
almost a year after the 
assassination of President 
Melchior Ndadaye is fan- 
ning violence which has kil- 
led scores of people in the 
past week, diplomats and 
aid workers say. 

The Hutus won a 
crashing victory in elections 
last year after 30 years of 
domination by the minority 
Tutsis but real power is still 
in the hands of the mainly 
Tutsi army. 

Talks between the two 
sides have dragged on the 
Central African country for 
months without any real 
progress. 

On Saturday, political 
parties were summoned to 
sign an accord on the opera- 
tion of government for tiie 
four-year transition period 
ancc Ndadaye’s death last 


October. 

But the convention made 
no mention of the key issue 
— opposition demands for 
a vice president, to be 
chosen from their ranks 
with responsibility for de- 
fence and security, and for 
a council of state. 

Diplomats say such de- 
mands are a bid to dilate 
the president’s authority 
and make him a mere 
figurehead. 

Delegates said the docu- 
ment was declared incom- 
plete and four opposition 
parites refused to sign. 

Burundi has the same 
ethnic make-up as neigh- 
bouring Rwanda which has 
gone -throughi one of the 
worst tribal bloodlettings in 
history, with more than a 
million Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus massacred by mili- 
tant Hutu tribesmen. 

One of the biggest prob- 
lems facing the negotiators 
is agreeing on a head of 


state everyone will work 
with. 

The mam players are in- 
terim presioent Sylvestre 
Ntibantnnganya, a Hutu 
from the Frodebu Party 
which is now the Tutsi- 
dominated main opposi- 
tion. 

Jean- Baptiste. Bagaza, 
toppled from the presiden- 
cy by a coup in 1987, has 
also returned to Burundi to 
lead Parana, one of the 
more radical Tutsi par- 
ties. 

Mr. Ntibantuganya was 
appointed after foe death of 
Cyprien Ntaiyamira in a 
plane crash with Rwandan 
leader Juvenal Habyarima- 
na in Kigali on April 6. The 
fatal crash triggered foe 
Rwandan bloodletting and 
subsequent refugee crisis. 

“None of the parties was 
ready to take on the demo- 
cratic management of the 
country," said Mr. Nda- 


daye’s former prime minis- 
ter Sylvie Kinigi, who has 
left politics for banking. 
“There is a difference be- 
tween winning elections 

an d runnin g a country. 

“We have to do every- 
thing to defuse foe tension, 
if everyone barricades 
themselves into their ethnic 
ghetto there will be no re- 
conciliation. 

Bat as foe political im- 
passe continues, attacks are 
increasing with foe hand 
grenade as the weapon of 
choice. 

“No one reports deaths 
any more unless there are at 
leak a dozen,” said Eugene 
Nindorera of Burundian 
human rights group Iteka. 

Last Sunday, at least 70 
people, mostly women and 
children, were killed in an 
attack in the northeastern 
Muyinga province. 

Mr. Nindorera said 
according to foe accounts 


he bad received, gunmen 
killed three people during a 
mass at the Catholic church 
and another six were hack- 
ed to death with machetes 
outside. He said most of the 
deaths happened at the 
market, which was attacked 
by men with guns and gre- . 
nades. 

He said the bishop's 
account put the blame on 
Tutsis from nearby camps 
for the displaced. * 

“People are being killed 
here almost every day now. 
Nobody claims responsibil- 
ity for the attacks, it's just 
speculation from both sides 
and rumours." said Daniel 
Philippin, chief of delega- 
tion of the International 
Committee of the Red 
Cross in Bujumbura. 
“There are elements who 
want to create disturbances 
to put pressure on the poli- 
tical negotiators.” 

Three people died of in- 


juries suffered in a Grenade 
attack on foe crowded cen- 
tral market in Bujumbura 
at midday on Friday. More 
than 70 people were 
wounded. 

Mr. Philippin also said 
about 60 people were killed 
last week in attacks in the 
northeastern Kirundu pro- 
vince. 

The United Nations says 
220,000 of Burundi’s six 
million people are refugees 
and 500,000 are internally 
displaced, mostly from the 
north and central. Ait 
workers say the number of 
displaced continues to rise 
as attacks continue. 

“There has to be a solu- 
tion. We can’t simply divide 
the country because the 
Hutu and Tutsi communi- 
ties are too mixed but there 
has to be the political will 
and that's not present for 
the moment,” said rights 
activist Nindorera. 


Rich Russians spending money in 
neighbouring Finland 


By Martyu Sommerhill 

Reuter 

HELSINKI — Russian 
tourists are streaming into 
neighbouring Finland and, 
unlike during the Soviet 
era, they have money for- 
goods and property — and 
even gambling. 

Many of them have be- 
come wealthy during the 
transition to capitalism af-- 
ter seven decades of Com- 
munism and have money to 
spend in Finland with its 
ready availability of West- 
ern goods. 

Retailers say Russians 
now sometimes walk into a 
small shop and buy its en- 
tire stock of articles such as 
cameras. Travel agents say 
Russians find it easier to 
book trips to other parts of 

Europe through Finland. 

“We call them the new 
rich,” said Kari Luttinen of 
Europe Tax Free Shopping, 
Finland. “We don’t know 
where the money comes 


from, but they have it.” 

Russians now spend 
more in Finland than any 
other tourists from outside 
Scandinavia, and their 
buying pattern is different. 
Tourist spending was pre- 
viously dominated by Ger- 
mans and Japanese. 

"The Russians buy things 
they need in the home, 
practical things," Ms. Lut- 
tinen said. “They don’t buy 
art glass, souvenirs, the 
things that other tourists 
buy.” 

The two countries share a 
1,270-km frontier, running 
from close to St. Petersburg 
in the south to near Mur- 
mansk in the north. 

Shops say Russians also 
buy clothing — the coun- 
tries have similar climates 

with harsh winters. 

“Some are clearly rich 

people but we don’t know 
anything about their back- 
ground,” Ms. Luttinen said. 

In the first half of 1994 


Russians spent $17.9 mil- 
lion on tax-free goods, 65 
per cent of the $27.5 million 
spend by tourists from out- 
side Scandinavia on such 
sales. 

During the whole of 1993 
they spent only $17.7 mil- 
lion out of a total of $44.2 
million. Most tourists spend 
about S150 a day but the 
Russians spent almost three 
times as much on average. 

“They spend on televi- 
sion sets, kitchen equip- 
me nt, household 

machines,” said an in- 
formation officer at Stock- 
mann, a big department 
store in the Finnish capital. 

"In the old Soviet days, 
they just didn't have any 
money to spend here at 
all,” she said. 

When the Soviet Union 
existed, many Russians vi- 
sited Finland on study tours 
and trips connected with 

huge bilateral trade but 


spent almost nothing i: 
shops. 

A Russian identifying 
himself only as “Vlad” who 
came fromnear St. Peters- 
burg some 160- km from the 
Finnish border said: 

“It’s easy to buy in Fin- 
land, just walk in and look 
around and buy. And it is 
like a little holiday to travel 
here. It is my own money to 
spend." 

A casino is advertising to 
pull Russians to the gamb- 
ling tables. 

“We are giving some of - 
the staff language courses in 
Russian too. There has 
been a big change since late 
last year and now the Rus- 
sians come third among the 
number of foreigners after 
the Americans and the 
Japanese," said a casino 
manager. _ 

"They contain some big 
players as well as ordinary 
ones, like other groups of 
foreigners. Where their 


don’t know. But you must 
have noticed there are well- 
dressed Russians in the 
streets now. not like in the 
old days.” he said. 

Some Russians are also 
buying real estate, partly a 
result of the easing of Fin- 
nish laws on property-own- 
ing by foreigners. 

Earlier this century, be- 
fore Finland broke away 
from Russia in 1917. many 
Russians had permanent or 
holiday homes in Finland, 
including residences owned 
by the tsar. 

“Russians who now work 

in Finland ail or part of 
their time buy houses for 
their families to live in." 
said Heikki Heikkonen. 
who works in a Helsinki real 
estate journal. 

■They usually buy the 
same kind of houses as 
ordinary Finnish people 
nave but thev do like to buy- 


in good areas." he said, 
mentioning fashionable 
parts of Helsinki. 

"Some of them travel to 
work from places like St. 
Petersburg and have bought 
houses near the border," he 
said. 

“They just walk in and 
ask the price and pay cash. 
They get the money 
through the banks here, 
that 's~ all we know about 
it." 

Helsinki is linked by a 

daily train service to St. 
Petersburg and Moscow 
and by long-distance buses. 
The tourist information 

office said Russian tourists 
spent 207. 148 i nights in 
hotels in Finland last year 
and the figure for the first 
quarter of 1994 was 98 per 
cent up on that for the same 
period last year. 

Most still come to Hel- 
sinki. by bus, train or plane 
but a rising number are 
coming over the border in 

their own car. 
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promote world growth, development 


switch from tight monetary 
policies to steps to boost con- 
sumption and employment 
because the emerging recov- 
ery is far too weak to last, a 
U.N. body said Wednesday. 

The United Nations Con- 
ference on Trade and De- 
velopment (UNCTAD) 
argued the case for new worl- 
dwide policies to promote 
growth and development. 

It took the main interna- 
tional monetary and aid 
agencies, and industrialised 
countries, to task for relying 
only on the private sector to 
strengthen development 
programmes, and for running 
economic policies which tre- 
ated inflation as a greater evil 
than unemployment. 

The annual report also 
challenged these policies for 
being based on influencing 
supply rather than on manag- 
ing demand. 

The economy was recover- 
ing at an unusually weak rate 
and too slowly to ensure that 
the upturn would last. UN- 
CTAD forecast that world 
output would grow by more 
than 2.5 per cent and that the 
economies of developing 


countries would grow by an 
average of four per cent. 

Arguing the case for in- 
tervention by the state sector, 
UNCTAD said that the be- 
nefits were clear in Japan, 
South Korea and Taiwan. 

So-called economic mira- 
cles achieved in these coun- 
tries had not been entirely 
miracles of the marketplace, 
the report held. 

The report welcomed 
agreement on the Uruguay 
Round of tariff-cutting talks 


tilaterahsm , but warned that 
Third World countries had 
been short-changed by the 
terms and conditions. 

The agreement removed 
the threat that “regional 
blocs” might emerge. Invest- 
ment and exports would in- 
crease because the outlook 
was less uncertain. 

But initial analysis of the 
terms showed that duties on 
industrial products in de- 
veloped countries would fall 


products, particularly agri- 
cultural produce, textiles or 
leather, would attract duties 
of more than 10 per cent. 

The poorest Third World 
countries would suffer from a 
. whittling away of preferential 
treatment, an expected in- 
crease in the cost of imported 
technical facilities and of 
food and from an increase in 
technical procedures under 
■the GATT agreements. 

The report made recom- 
mendations about economic 
management around the 
world. 

The United States should 
be cautious in applying tight 
monetary policy so as to 
avoid strangling a recovery of 
investment and employment 
and an improvement in pro- 
ductivity. 

Japan should take mea- 
sures to overcome a tendency 
to consume too little, ft 
should reduce its dependency 
on exports otherwise unem- 
ployment might rise during 
the next few years to the rates 
experienced in the United 
States. 

The Japanese government 
should relax monetary policy 
and increase budgetary ex- 


Westem Europe should re- 
duce interest rates sharply for 
a sufficiently long time and 
should delay any tightening 
of budgets until the recovery 
was well established. 

The business sector in cen- 
tral and eastern Europe 
should be re form ed massive- 
ly. Governments were not 
doing enough and the transi- 
tion towards a market eco- 
nomy appeared to be 


clouded. 

In Latin America, which 
had received an inflow of S55 
billion in 1993, countries had 
not yet put their economies 
on a sound footing. 

In Africa, weak prices for 
raw materials were partly re- 
sponsible for a wholly in- 
adequate rate of growth. 
African countries were 
broadly unable to obtain ex- 
ternal financial support. 


GATT chief urges EU: 
Ratify trade treaty fast 
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i OF TIMES TO SET 
VOOR RHYTHM.. / 


GENEVA (R) — GATT 
chief Peter Sutherland, voic- 
ing mounting concern among 
trade envoys, warned Tues- 
day that the benefits of the 
new world trade treaty could 
be frittered away unless it 
was quickly ratified by the big 
powers. 

In what he termed “a very 
necessary call to action”, he 
told Belgian business leaders 
urgency was essential if the 
accord, signed in Morocco in 
April, was to go into effect on 
Jan. 1 as scheduled with the 
birth of a new World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 

Declaring that the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) stood to 
make major gains from tire 
treaty, which slashes tariffs 
mid opens global markets for 
services, be said neither busi- 
ness nor the world at large 
could afford any delay ‘‘m 
making its achievements a 
reality. 

“Any delay risks devaluing 
the benefits that have been 
negotiated and weakening 
die effectiveness of the WTO 
from the outset, ” Mr. Suther- 
land said. 

And he urged European 
companies not to fear com- 
petition from the emerging . 
economies in Asia and Latin 
America, arguing they 
offered through their own 
growth major markets for 
Europe's goods and services. 

According to a text of his 
speech released by GATT in 
Geneva, he said that for the 
EU “tiie importance of the 
benefits transcends their im- 
mediate economic impact.” 

“It touches the fun- 
damental questions of 
Europe’s economic fixture — 
questions about competing in 
a global market, about en- 
couraging enterprise, abont 
making the most of new mar- 
kets mid new sectors,” he 
added. 

His speech, the second in 
just over a week on the rati- 
fication issue, came as trade 
diplomats from other coun- 
tries waited for the Clinton 
administration in the United 
States to move firmly to put 


the treaty before Congress. 

The white House has a 
three-week window between 
now and early October to 
achieve “fast track” or pack- 
age approval of the accord 
from an increasingly feisty 
legislature before it goes into 
recess for mid-term elections. 

U.S. officials say the timet- 
able wfl] be met, but if it is 
not the treaty — and the new 
World Trade Organisation 
which will replace GATT, 
tiie General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade — cannot 
be in place for the start of 
next year. 

Trade ministers from tiie 
“quad” big four economic 
powers — tiie United States, 
Canada, the EU and Japan 
— agreed at a meeting in Los 
Angeles at the weekend to 
give ratification of tiie accord 
“the highest priority.” 

But trade diplomats from 
developing countries in 
Geneva, where GATT has 
had its headquarters for the 
past 47 years and where the 
WTO will also be based, ex- 
pressed some scepticism. 

“We have heard these 
pledges before,” one said. 
“Action would be better.” 

Ratification in the EU has 
been held up by an internal 
debate, and pending a deci- 
sion by the European Cotut, 
on whether the commission 
acts for the union or whether 
member countries must take 
the final legal steps indi- 
vidually. 

Japanese officials explain 
the delay in Tokyo by the 
political turmoil in their 
country over the past few 
months. Canadian diplomats 
say action can be expected in 
Ottawa soon. 

So far, only 26 of the 125 
GATT member countries 
have actually ratified the 
accord — reached after seven 
years of tough bargaining in 
the so-called “Uruguay 
round”, and only five have 
formalised the decision by 
depositing their instruments 
of ratification with the trade 
body. 


Tel: 667171 


to trim 
duties on 
consumer 
goods 

NEW DELHI (R) — India 
plans to cut towering import 
duties which for decades have 
kept foreign consumer goods 
out of the world's second 
most populous country. Fi- 
nance Minister Manmohan 
Singh said Wednesday. 

“We are considered a hig h- 
ly protective country,” Mr, 
Singh told industry leaders in 
remarks reported by domes- 
tic news age tides. “The time 
has come to tell the industry 
that tiie government cannot 
afford to provide a high level 
of protection to Indian indus- 
try, particularly in the con- 
sumer goods sector.” 

Under a three-year 
market-opening programme 
engineered by Mr. Singh, the 
government has cut duties on 
many capital goods and raw 
materials used by manufac- 
turers. 

Mr. Singh’s remarks to in- 
dustry chiefs on a customs 
advisory panel were a dear 
indication that tiie next categ- 
ory of goods targeted by duty 
cuts would be consumer pro- 
ducts — everything from 
cigarettes to stereos. 

“We must prepare 
ourselves for liberation of im- 
port of consumer goods in a 
phased manner,” he said. 
“We cannot provide protec- 
tion to industry for all times 
to crane.” 

Labour unions and many 
industries, shielded for de- 
cades by sky-high duties on 
foreign imports, nave resisted 
attempts to open up the 
potentially huge market to 
overseas companies. 

But with foe signing of a 
GATT world trade treaty 
earlier this year, pressure has 
grown on New Delhi to bring 
its duties in line with those of 
its trading partners. 

As wage earners' incomes 
rise, so does demand for fore- 
ign products. And a surge in 
foreign exchange reserves — 
blamed by many experts for 
fuelling inflation — has also 
increased pressure on the 
government to ease curbs on 


Currency reserves soared 
to S17.8 billion last week 
from $1.2 billion in 1990. 

Mr. Singh said India would 
have to bend to the will of the 
world’s trading nations, 
which agreed at General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) talks to trim 
import barriers. 

The government signed the 
GATT treaty over the stri- 
dent objections of many in- 
dustries and opposition 
politicians, arguing India 
must fold itself into the 
world’s economy. 

“We just cannot say it is 
interference in our economic 
matters,” Mr. Sin gh said. 





PPM 

l'BBK,'‘^ 


||j||p^ 

Hfl 





“We talk about having kids someday, 
but neither of us feels like cleaning up 
the house for a baby shower. 



Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by (he above cartoon. 

Print enimrlH*: QHX3 HER CHO 

(Answer* tomorrow) 

Saturday's R*™ 3 DADDY BUREAU PERSON 

i Answer. What happens when you spend money 
Bw water— tT DRIES UP 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY SEPTEMBER IS, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day of mixed blessings. Until Noon, 1 
you wiD find it impera tive that you handle conditions that haven’t 
entirely run their course. Steer dear of the conventional in the later 
afternoon and eve. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Find the right way to make practical 
arrangements for the future. Get an introduction to wise persons you 
wish to meet. They can be of help. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You have secret ambitions which 
require a new stance if you are to gain them. Be cheerful and 
the evening at home pleasant. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Concentrate on the best way to gain 
your finest hopes; gain the assistance of good friends. Attend a social 
affair in the evening. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) A new attitude on your 
part can make this an outstanding day. Be alert to new opportuni- 
ties. Show more thought for others. 

LEO (July 22 to August 21) A good day for activites which will help 
you to build your character. Avoid temptation to spend too much 
money on items you do not need now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 2 2) Get out of that rut and 
venture into something new. Your mate will co-operate more with 
you. bringing greater mutual happiness. Drive wisely. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) fund better ways of pleasing 
usual allies and making the future brighter. Show true originality. 
Plunge right in to some public tasks. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Study new methods and 
forget past mistakes since this is the time for new beginnings. Now is 
the time to get rid of health problems. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Some creative 
project can be nicely completed today. Take more interest in the 
romantic side of life and be kind to your loved ones. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get into more basic 
activities and have more security in the future. Let your family 
the plans you have in mind. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You arc able to produce 
more now in important projects. Get busy at some new bobby which 
can be lucrative towards your success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Find the best way to have more 
of the good things you want in life. Build up your savings account 
and investments. Listen carefully. 

Births tone of September: Saphhire — Lapis Lazulli 

F ORECAS T FOR FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 1994 

GENERAL TENDENCIES; Today you will instinctively fit in with 
the best of circumstances and conditions about you as you dose a 
busy week. Be sure to put your best foot forward with all the people 
you come incontact with today. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Any misunderstandings with persons 
in business can be cleared up by having a quiet discussion with them, 
but be objective. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Use tact in dealing with associates 
and get rid of tension between you. Study your appearance. Don't 
permit others to downgrade you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Sit down with a money expert and get 
good advice for the future. Become better organised. The evening 
can be pleasant for you and mate. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Get busy at your ideas, 
and don't permit a bickering mate and friends to deter you. Strive 
for that feeling of security. 

LEO: (Jdy 22 to August 21) Don't listen to what a family tie has to 
suggest otherwise you can ruin your present position. Take do risk 
with your credit. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You want to apply new ideas 
to present dealings, but they would not be workable at {his time. Be 
explicit about suggestions from a bigwig. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Show your capabilities to a 
powerful person and gain support for them. See what it is your male 
needs and try to help. Be happy. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You may be thinking of 
breaking up an aflonce, but think it over well before you do. Be wise 
in your methods of operation on a project. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Get to work at 
your duties early and don't make any changes which could prove 
detrimental. Try to better understand fellow associates. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) If you contact a good 
friend early, you can arrange recreation you have not enjoyed before 
this. Be careful in spending money. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You have to be more 
thoughtful of kin if you want things to go right at home. More efforts 
can bring you greater security. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Get to work on some 
worthwhile matter and be careful in conversation and driving. Avoid 
a silly person who could get you into trouble. 

Birthstone of September Saphhire — Lapis Lazulli 
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France announces partial 
privatisation of Renault 



PARIS (R) — France's con- 
servative government, setting 
its sights on the country’s last 
bastion df trade union power, 
announced Tuesday that it 
was to partially privatise car 
maker Renault. 

Economy Minister 
Edmond Alphandeiy told re- 
porters the state, which con- 
trols 79 per cent of Regie 
Nationale des Usines Re- 
nault, would sell 28 per cent 
by the end of the year. 

Swedish car maker A.B. 
Volvo, which pulled out of a 
planned merger with Renault 
last December, is also to sell 
eight per cent of the French 
firm immediately and poss- 
ibly up to 12 per cent 
altogether from its current 20 
per cent stake. 

Volvo's and the state’s 
shares in Renault will be sold 
together. 

The Renault flotation is 
the fifth major sale since the 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Balladur came 


sector companies to private 
hands. 

It is also the most con- 
troversial, touching a com- 
pany which is seen to be at 
the heart of French industry 
and a part of the national 
heritage. 

The carmaker’s biggest 
trade union, the communist- 
led CGT, has vowed to take 
action against the privatisa- 
tion, although it has not spe- 
cified what form this will 
take. 

However, the government 
appears to have sidestepped 
most opposition, from left- 
wing politicians and trade un- 
ionists alike, by pledging to 
retain 51 per cent of the car 
marker. 

Mr. Balladur has suggested 
a further stake could be sold 
if Renault were to find a new 
marriage partner to replace 
Volvo, which jilted the 
French company after a boar- 
droom coup. 

Renault will also make a 
two billion franc ($380 mil- 
lion) capital increase to coin- 
cide with the privatisation. 



AMMAN (AP) — Three 
Jordanian banks Wednesday 
announced plans to start op- 
erations in the Israeli- 
occupied territories and the 
autonomau s Palestinian 
areas. 

A1 Ahli Bank, which shut 
branches in the occupied 
West Bank during the 1967 
Middle East war, said it will 
resume operations in Nablus, 
Ramallah, Hebron and Beth- 
lehem before the end of the 
year. 

The Jordan Kuwait and the 
Palestine Investment banks, 
which did not operate in the 
territories before 1967, said 


the self-rule areas at the be- 
ginning of 1995. 

The inauguration of new 
banks in the territories and 
die autonomous Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho is die second phase of 
a banking agreement signed 
this year by Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

The first phase of the April 
accord gave priority to banks 
and financial institutions that 
operated in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip before 1967. 

That accord was preceded 
by a Jordan-PLO economic 
agreement, which gave the 
Kingdom a strong say in the 
economic affairs of the terri- 
tories and the self-rule zones. 


Subsequently, at least five 
Jordanian banks resumed op- 
erations after a 27-year 
hiatus. 

Eight Jordanian banks with 
31 branches operated before 
the 1967 war in the West 
Bank, which the Kingdom 
ruled from 1950 until Israel 
seized it. 

Executives of the Jordan 
Kuwait and the Palestine In- 
vestment banks said they did 
not yet obtain Israeli permis- 
sion to begin operations. 

Jomaa Al Sharif, deputy 
director-general of Jordan 
Kuwait Bank, said a branch 
in Ramallah will be inaugu- 
rated first. Activities later 
would be expanded to Nab- 
lus, Gaza and Hebron. 


He said the bank, estab-» 
Hshed in 1976 with a capital 
of $15 million, will begin 
op era t i o n s in Ramallah m 
early 1995. 

Saed Bideiri, deputy 
general manag er of a Jorda- 
nian offshoot of the Palestine 
Investment Bank, said offices 
in Gaza and Jericho will be 
launched in January 1995. 

“We will then expand op- 
erations to other Palestinian 

territories with the expansion 
of Palestinian self-rule,” said 
Mr. Bideiri, a senior execu- 
tive at the Jordan Arab In- 
vestment Bank. 

He said the Palestine In- 
vestment Bank will have a 
capita] of $15 million. 


Shell, Deminex get new oil concessions in Syria 


DAMASCUS (R) — The 
Dutch company Shell and 
Germany’s Deminex have ex- 
panded their oil operations in 
Syria by signing a contract to 
explore in the northeast of 


up a new company owned 50 
per cent by the Syrian Pet- 
roleum Company, 333 per 
cent by Shell and 16.7 per 
cent by Deminex. 

Parts of the contract area, 
which extends from the Iraqi 
border west across the Eup- 
hrates, were abandoned by 


36-month period which could 
be extended twice for 30 
months eadi time. 

If oil is discovered a firm 
called Al Walid Oil Company 
will be established and the 
responsible for production 
and development for 25 years 
from the start of commercial 
production, with a possible 
extension of five yean. 

Its oil exports will be ex- 
empt from taxes and customs 


Syria, a member: of 
OAPEC, the Organisation 
oif Arab Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries, produces 
around 580.000 barrels per 
day of crude of which around 
320,000 are exported. 

Shell and Deminex are 
already ‘ shareholders in the 
Furat Oil Company which 
produces 400,000 barrels per 
day of light crude from fields 
around the city of Dayr 
Azzawr. some 370 kilometres 
from Damascus. * 
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Water ‘ 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
China’s women swimmers 
went through “torture” to 
reach their pre-eminence in 
the pool, according to the 
country's first Olympic swim- 
ming champion who rejected 
accusations of drug-taking. 

Zhuang Young told the 
Hong Kong Standard news- 
paper the swimmers reached 
the top on a diet of herbs, 
training 364 days a year and 
keeping away from boys. Be- 
fore competition, she said, 
the squad was put through 
special mountain training she 
described as “real torture” 
because the air was so thin 
the women could “only just 
manage to breathe.” 

China has borne the brunt 
of increasing suspicions of 
drug taking by international 
swimmers. China’s women's 
squad accounted for five of 
the 10 world records broken 
at last week's world cham- 
pionships in Rome. The 
squad won al! but four of the 
women’s titles. 

But Zhuang. who won a 
gold at the Barcelona Olym- 
pics in 1992. jumped to the 
defence of rhe squad she now- 
helps train. 

She said China had spent 
20 year? preparing for the 
current domination of the 

“Our success is absolutely 
not from drugs but through 
the hard work of the coaches 
and swimmers,” said 
Zhuang. 22. who retired after 
winning her title and is now 
an assistant to national coach 


torture’ brought China’s swimming success 

Zhou Ming. '"TrTFWBlP \ "WS^Wk 1 V 1 

"Anyone who knows how- : ■ m ' . 1 ^ 5 


A tough return to 


“Anyone who knows how- ' ‘ 

we internationals train would fi • If - 

be totally convinced of our - Is. 

achievements.” ' '' 

Zhuang said the swimmers \\ 

chosen for the national squad 
trained every day of the year 

except the Lunar New Year’s -SWyE ■• y-j ffifjpB 

Day. “Every day we had to ’ 3 

train six hours in the pool and _ 

two hours in the gym,” she slSIRlkSiafc, JE 

was quoted as saying. \ y ^ 

"We had no television, no. i ' 

entertainment, no dating, no , •*. skM -. . 

home visits during our years .ji 

of training,” said the swim- m * ?' v 

ming star from Shanghai who j _£ ;* * , ' «, ^ Lu 

was groomed for intemation- • m§9& 

al competition after winning ? • * . 

several regional titles. ;' A ~ 

“We trained night and day - j&gR 

just for one objective: Perfect **- ^ 

performance. That was the i> ‘ - ’** 

whole meaning of life at that * . - „-** • . 

Zhuang said her silver mmi /a*. '-'',1.. * 

medal in the 100 metre free&- ***' mum ■ ■ “ ;* ' • *** i i 

tyle in the 198S Seoul Olym- *»’• • < . C 

pics was a signal to the world 

of China's rising status. “But The Chinese 4 x 100m medley relay team with (from 
few paid any attention to us.” right) Dai Guo bong. He Cihoog^ Le Jingyi and Lra 

When I won the first gold Limiii display their gold medals after setting a new 

in the Olympics in 92 they 

said I was helped by drugs, this but we have had practical “We had to struggle really 

They didn’t know I had prc- experience for more than hard to survive in the water 

pared for that moment for six 2.000 years." with all that gear on. 

years- ’* Zhuang became so strong “But once we had got rid 


V* Brazil for Lazaroni 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — then in Mexico wifrx^, 
Sebastiao Lazaroni, who led Lazarom, who also ann™. 

fofiMi attfimnt to win the media With h.'e 



^ Brazil's failed attempt to win the media with his lo^ 

“ die 1990 World Cup, is hav- winded answers to tfadrS 

ing a tough thne in his first tions and whose mama- nt 
job back home since the Ita- speaking bad been 
lian debacle. “Lazaronese,” finaflTre. 

J in charge of Rio de Janeiro turned to Vasco after Brazfl 
dub Vasco da Gama for two won the 1994 World Cop » 
months, Lazaroni has already the United States, 
beared the fans’ chants of But it has not been a happy 
“idiot, idiot” ringing in his comeback. Vasco da gJJJ 
„ ears and has also suffered were qmckly dumped oat of 
stinging media cntasm of his the Brazil Gm, a knotioot 
^ tactcis. competition which offers the 

V The story may have a winners a place in the folfo*. 
familiar ring for Laza ro ni, ing year’s South Americas 
condemned four years ago as Cup. 

— the man tried to take the In the Brazilian cham- 
— • magic out of Brazilian soccer. pionship, they haVe bees 

~ Lazaroni was pilloried and more successful and havt 
ridiculed from ail sides after already guaranteed their paj. 

*" Brazil were eliminated by sage into the second aa® 

- Argentina in the second competition. But they have 

" round of the World Cup. scored only nine goals in tfe 

4 It was the team's lack of process and performance* 

■ style — scoring just four have suggested they will not 


The Chinese 4 x 100m medley relay team with (from 
right) Dai Guo bong. He Cihong* Le Jingyi and Lm 
Liicin display their gold medals after setting a new 


world record with 4:01.67 min, September 10 (AFP 
photo) 


the swimmer’s waist, Zhuang Zhuang, “with air so you can 


goals in four games and play- 
ing with a European-style 


go much further. 

Several players hare 


only just manage to 

pared for that moment for six 2.000 years." with all that gear on. The women had to swim breathe.” 

years.” Zhuang became so strong “But once we had got rid away from the tyres. “It was “And yet we had to under- 

Zhuang emphatically de- from the army-style training of it we could swim like fish very tiring for the body but' go the same intensive training 

nied that drugs were involved that she surprised male in competitions.” also very good for the explo- which made us suffocate all 

in her pieparation. athletes on a visit to Hong Chinese coaches developed sive power build-up.” the time.” 


in her pieparation. athletes on a visit to Hong Chinese coaches developed 

She said the swimmers’ Kong by lifting 230 pounds their own tricks to boost the 

food had Chinese herbs and (104.5 kilos). women’s strength. 


also vety good for the explo- which made us suffocate all 


sive power build-up.” 
Before competitions, the 


the time.” 

Zhuang’s opinion of those 1 


medicine mixed in it “to bet- 
ter our body quality.” 


04.5 kilos). women’s strength. squad was taken to high alti- who suspect China of using 

“Quite often we had to put They would cut up bicycle tude training in Kunming, drugs was dear. “Anyone 


on clothes, trousers and inner tubes and tie 


2,300 metres above sea level, who says China emerged all 


sweeper system — which already been quoted as end- 
angered Brazilians as much (rising the team's tactics after 
as the results. Sunday's 0-0 home draw with 

On the squad's return to Santos, condemned by many 
Rio, Lazaroni slipped out of as the worst match of the 
a back door at no Airport to championship so for. 
avoid hostile fans and locked In an earlier game, Vasco 
himself in his apartment for a fans congregated around the . 
week. When he emerged, he tunnel and chanted “idiot, 
said he bad been made to feel idiot” at Lazaroni . 
like “a criminal delinquent.” Two rounds of matches are 
Since then Lazaroni has, left in the first round, from 
perhaps wisely, stayed which the top four teams in 
abroad, working first in Italy each of four six-team group 


"Westerners won’t believe shoes to swim,” she said, the poolside and the other to “It was real torture,” said of a sudden is ignorant.” I with Ftorentina and Bari and qualify for the next round 


Boxer McCall walks out 
after suspender belt insult 


NBA recommends 
shortening 3-point shot 


NFL players to split 
$30 million settlement 


rony Tucker insisted that 
ricCali had a chance if he 


He then threw a red sus- 
pender belt at the challenger 
and told him: "This is the 


onlv belt you are going to 
get.” 

McCall and his entourage 
walked out and Correa’s be- 
haviour attracted scathing 
criticism from London prom- 
oter Frank Warren. 

Wanen, acting on behalf 
of McCall’s manager, Don 
King said: “Correa is a piece 
of garbage. If they were 
wanting to sell tickets for the 
show this sort of nonsense 
won't help at all. 

"There was no purpose in 
it, McCall came here pre- 
pared to talk about the fight 
and conducted himself as a 
gentleman. He made his deci- 


sion calmly and left.” 

“If it was a cheap publicity 
stunt it was nothing to do 
with us. Lennox Lewis is a 
nice bloke but he doesn't 
need people like this on 
board with" him.” 

Frank Maloney, Lewis's 
manager, commented: “No- 
thing violent took place and it 
hasn ’t done any harm to box- 
ing. 

“1 was as surprised as 
everyone else that it hap- 
pened. McCall looks a very 
uncomfortable- man.” 

Lewis and McCall meet at 
Wembley arena in the early 
hours of Sunday, Sept. 25. 


INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENT AND 
FURNITURE TO THE NEW FACULTIES OF EDUCATION AT 
THE THREE UNIVERSITIES IN JORDAN 
Internationa! Competitive Bidding (ICB) 

1 . The government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jorda- has 
received a Loan of U.S. $73,0 million from the International Bank 
of Reconstruction and Development- the World Bank-and intends 
to apply part of the proceeds of this loan to eligible payments for 
the supply of the goods and services covered by this Invitation. 

2. The Respective Purchasers namely: 

1 . University of Jordan in Amman 

2. Yarmouk University in Irbid 

3. Mu'tah University in Mu'tah 

j hereby invite local and international suppliers of educational 
I equipment in subject being taught in the faculty of education of 
each one of these three Universities to apply for bidding 
documents and to submit tenders (bids) for the equipment and 
furniture to be provided to the various laboratories, workshops 
and classrooms of the Faculties of Education about to be 
completed in the campus of each one of the respective 
Universities. 

3. interested eiigibie bidders may obtain further information from, 
and inspect the Bidding Documents for each of the three 
Universities: (1) at the University of Jordan in Amman, (2) at the 
liaison office of Yarmouk University located at the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology building inside the campus of the 
Royai Scientific Society, (3) at the liaison office of Mu'tah 
University located at Samir Rifai St.-Jabal Amman between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday to Wednesday from 
September 14, 1994 to Oct. 5, 1994. 

4. A complete set of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from 
the above referred offices on submission of a written application 
and upon payment of a non-refundable fee. All payments will be 
by a Bank draft or certified bank check in currency of the 
purchaser's choice or in cash made out in favour of the 
respective University. Price of purchasing the documents would 
be the equivalent of the Jordan Dinar as follows: 

-For Delivery to personal callers JD 15.000 per Lot. 

- For Delivery by local Mail to Local Bidders JD 25.000 per lot. 

- For Delivery to Overseas Bidders by Courier Service JD 25.000 
per Lot plus JD 50 for all Lots. 

Bids wili be priced and submitted separately for each 
individual Lot to each respective University. Contracts 
wiii be awarded for a Lot (by/Lot) basis to the lowest 
evaluated bidders who would prove capable to carry out 
the requirements of the contracts to be signed. Bidders 
couid be awarded more than one Contract of each. 
Closing date for the bid submission will be noon of 
Wednesday, Nov. 2, 1994. Bids shall have a validity of 90 
days and will be accompanied issued by The University of 
Jordan, Yarmouk University and Mu’tah University by a 
bid security to the value of about 3% of the Bid Price and 
of duration of 120 days. 


CHICAGO f API — The 
NBA’s competition commit- 
tee Tuesday recommended 
shortening the 3-point shot 
by making the line a uniform 

22 feet (6.9 metres) from the 
basket, a move to increase 
scoring and ease congestion 
in the lane. 

The line is currently 22 feet 
in the corners and extends to 

23 feet, 9 inches (7.3 metres) 
at the top of the key. By 
shortening the distance. Rod 
Thom, the NBA’s vice presi- 
dent of operations, said 
teams will be forced to play 

- more defence on the outside. 

“It is significant when you 
move the 3-point line even 
thoiugb it is only a foot and 
nine inches," Thom said af- 
ter a four-hour meeting. 

“I think we will have a 
little more offence and a little 
less congestion on the court. 
It will be somewhat easier for 
players to move. Therefore 
we project we will have a litle 
more offense. The 3-point 
line will be more inviting and 
yoiu will have to guard peo- 
ple out there." 

Thom said the vote to 
shorten the lien was not quire 
unanimous. But he said there 
were few dissenters. 

“I think their basic premise 


was that we’ve had the line 
for a long time and it has 
served us well. Maybe it’s a 
little too easy from 22 feet,” 
Thom said. 

“I think you are going to 
have people who can 
shoot. Our shooting percen- 
tages have been going down 
and with this shorter line you 
are going to see more taken 
and more made,” Thom said. 
“In international basketball 
you have to guard the line 
and it can lessen the conges- 
tion in the lane.”. 

The 3-point shot was 
adopted in the NBA for the 
1979-80 season. 

The committee, comprised 
of a representative from each 
of the 27 teams, also recom- 
mended that a shooter fouled 
on a 3-point shot be awarded 
three free throws instead of 
two. 

Those rule changes must 
be approved by a two-thirds 
vote of the NBA’s board of 
governors at a meeting next 
month, and Thom said the 
expected them to pass. 

Other recommended rule 
changes include changing the 
“clear path” foul rules in 
contact in the backcourt so a 
player who is breaking up 
court can’t be grabbed; re- 


quiring that the second or 
more of back-to-back time- 
outs where the ball has not 
yet been in bounded be li- 
mited to no more than 45 
seconds; ejecting any player 
who commits two 
unnecessary-contact fouls 
during one game. 

A recommendation to en- 
large or change the shape of 
the foul lane was tabled so it 
could be studied more thor- 
oughly, said Thom. 

The league also will imple- 
ment several measures to 
address fighting and "physical 
play, including a one-game 
suspension and maximum 
$20,000 fine for any player 
who leaves the bench during 
an altercation. 

These measures, which do 
not require approval of the 
board of governors, will be 
effective with preseason play 
this season. 

Technical foul fine 
amounts will be increased to 
$500. The current fine is $100 
for the first in a game and 
$150 for the second. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
About 1,300 American 
National Football League 
(NFL) players soon will share 
$30 milli on in pay lost when 
club owners barred team 
from games after the 1987 
strike. 

The National Labour Rela- 
tions Board (NLRB) said the 
back pay settlement between 
the NFL Players Association 
and the NFL Management 
Council was the largest in the 
agency’s 59-year history. It 
also includes lost bonuses and 
interest. 

The award, which the own- 
ers of the 28 teams had put 
into a trust in January 1993 as 
part of an antitrust settle- 
ment, had been held up by 
several court challenges. 
Both current and retired 
players who participated in 
the 1987 season will share the 
money. 

“We are very pleased that 
the players who risked their 
jobs and sacrificed their 
salaries during the 1987 NFL 
players' strike will be receiv- 


ing $30 million in back pay, 
bonuses and interest," Gene 
Upshaw, the union's execu- 
tive director, said. 

The NLRB said the checks 
for lost games will range be- 
tween $3,000 and $100,000 
per player, plus interest 
Amounts due by team range 
from $917^959 by the Chica- 
go Bears to $336,687 by the 


SUPER DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

One complete 2nd floor. 300sq.m. UNFURNISHED. 
Excellent location: Shmeisani. opposite Darotel. 3 bed- 
rooms, 2 living rooms, dining room, big kitchen. 3 
balconies, independent central heating, telephone line 
available, private garage. 

For details please contact owner #605480 


SHARBAIN’S BOOKSHOP 

We are proud to announce the renovation of our 
premises on Rainbow St. (First Circle). You will 
find a wide selection of classics, novels, chil- 
dren’s books, bestsellers, books on the Middle 
East, biographies & travel, art & design etc... 
We also have a limited selection of 1 9th Century 
original DAVID ROBERTS engravings, old 
maps, and some unique views of the Holy 
Land, Jerusalem, Syria, Turkey and Lebanon. 
Sharbain’s Bookshop 
First Circle 

Rainbow SL - Tel. 638709 


FURNISHED APT. 4 RENT 

V. GOOD LOCATION. 3 ROOMS.- LIVING R. DIN- 
ING R. BATH. OAK KITCHEN. CENTRAL HEATING. 
PHONE. V. GOOD & MODERN FURNITURE. 

CALL 671-435 ANY TIME 
OPEN AT: 1-10-94 


THE GALLERY 

cordially invnes you in (ho 11 m >.nlo 
' exhibition ol'slained elasMind irons h\ 

OLIA BSEISO 

On display Sunday i Sth 2Nih Scpi. 94 
Open daily S am - 7 pm. Closed Tridav. 

THE GALLERY | 

Located off the main lobby at 
HOTEL J ORDA N I NTERCO N tl N F. N "fXL 

P O. Box 35226. Am in an it I SO Tel. 641561 l\t 


McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 


University of Jordan 
Faculty of Agriculture 


McGill University University of Jordan 
Montreai.Canada Faculty of Agriculture 


Training Coarse on Fermentation Biotechnology Training Course on Poultry Biotechnology 


The University of Jordan, McGill University and the 
Canadian ■ International Development Agency 
(CIDA) are hosting a free training course in the 
“Biotechnology of Fermentation” which pro- 
vides training for participants from the food bever- 
age. pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries, 
will be held in the period 8th to 15th of October 
from 9:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m. 

Interested trainees are encouraged to contact Dr. 
Malik Haddadin for preliminary registration at 
phone: 843555, Ext. 2676 Fax No.: 833059 


The University of Jordan, McGill University and the 
an l d lter . nat ' ona l Development Agency 
“Dn,HfJl re ni h0 . stln 2 a , free training course in the 
Poultry Biotechnology” which provides train- 
L n S f ? r Participants from the poultry sector, wiii be 

9^00 'S m e £A°2 n 25th *° 26th of October from 
9.DD a.m to 4:00 p.m. 

MLliif S Harirt^ ees S® encouraged to contact Dr. 
Malik Haddadin or Dr. Shakib Abdulrahim for pre- 
liminary registration at phone: 843555 Ext 2676 Fax 
No.: 833059 


Tiie management coaatit 
attempted to play down tbe 
settlement, saying tbe award 
“was part of-the $195 millioq 
overall settlement that foe 
NFL reached with its players 
union in January 1993." 

“The NLRB never official- 
ly recognised the settle- 
ment," NFL spokesman Joe 
Browne said. “Now it’s 
sprinkling holy water on tl" 

But NLRB spokesman 
David B. Parker said “tbe 
settlement discussions have 
been ongoing ... there haw 
been stages of settlement." 

Hie settlement resulted 
from an NLRB decision that 
the council and NFL teams 
had unlawfully refused to 
allow returning players to 
participate in games im- 
mediately after the strike Oct 
15. 

“The board found that fe 
denial of the returning strik- 
ers the right to play or ix ; 
paid, as well as other ads by 
league management such as 
withholding game checks for 
certain injured reserve play 
ers, constituted unfair labour 
practices in violation of the 
national Labour Relations 
Act,” Feinsteinf said io a 
statement- , 

The strike began Sept. 22 ( 
after tire players assodatioa 
and management council 
were unable to agree on 
several issues, indndcog bee igw?, 
wfakh would allow players to sa 
their services to the highest 
bidder at tbe end of^tbeir 
current contracts. 


Top seeds 
advance at 
Forte Grand 
tournament 

AMMAN (J.T.) — -Top 
seeds Eihab Shehadefa and 
Tae In Lee Wednesday 
moved into the semifinals 
of the Forte Grand TNT 
tennis tournament by clinn- 
nating tough opponents 
and playing to their true 
form. 

Eihab Shebadeh took out 
Terry Zunmermann 6-2. ^ 

1 in a match that upset the 
form books but saw a ns* 1 
flawless game by ‘Sbe- 
hadeh. 

No. 2 seed Tae In .L*® 
took out Richard Lev* ® 
the second court fiiuu °* 
the day. Spectators hate® 8 , 
brave effort by Lewis and 8 
devastating performance 
by the second seed. * 

Tbe no. 1 ladies depbk 
seeds Otsuka and £0*® 
outwitted Dima Anush®** 

Helen Kawar in ano®“ 
match that proved tbe bjp 
quality of women's tent® 
at the championship. 






rts 


Japan pardons Sheikh 
Ahmad over Taiwan 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese Olympic Committe 
on Wednesday backed down 
from threats to withdraw sup- 
port for Asian sport supremo 
Sheikh Ahmad AI Fahad for 
inviting Taiwan's president to 
the Asian Games. 

Japan's National Olympic 
Conunittee President Hiro- 1 
nishin Furuhashi said “foe 
situation is moving toward a 
settlement.” 

Furuhashi said the Olym- 
pic Council of Asia (OCA) 
decision to bar “political fi- 
gures” from tne Asian 
Games next month in 
Hiroshima had eased tension. 

“We will not call him 
(Sheikh Ahmad) to account 
unless the situation is 
strained further,” Furuhashi 
told a news conference. 

Furuhashi suggested Tues- 
day that Japan might not 
support Sheikh Ahmad's re- 


election to the presidency of 
the OCA because of the in- 
vitation he sent to President 
Lee Teng-Hui. The national 
committee’s executive board 
decided Wednesday though 
not to press ahead with the 
threat. 

The Kuwait sheikh’s invita- 
tion drew protests from Beij- 
ing and the threat of a 
Chinese boycott. 

Furuhashi and other 
Japanese sport leaders lob- 
bied for a solution to the 
stalemate during the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC) Congress in Paris last 
month. Press reports said this 
led to foe OCA statement 
banning “political figures." 

The statement effectively 
revoked the invitation to Lee 
even though Taiwan officials 
insist his planned visit will go 
ahead. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


FIFA chief to miss Asian Games 

TOKYO (AFP) — Joao Havelange, president of he 
world’s football body t iFA , has called off a planned trip to 
the Oct. 2 opening of the Asian Games, organisers said 
Wednesday. He will also miss a symposium in Yokohama 
September 30 to boost Japan’s bid to host the 2002 World 
Cup football finals. 

Leonardo suffers knee injury 

TOKYO (AFP) — Kashima Antleis’ Brazilian internation- 
al Leonardo was strctchered off after injuring his right knee 
shortly before the end of a match in the Japanese football 
league Wednesday. Leonardo, 24, who scored twice in the 
31st and 48th minutes in a 2-0 win over Urawa Red 
Diamonds, crashed against a defender, damaging the 
cartilage of his right knee. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


0 K 10 8 4 
♦ A 5 3 
The bidding: 


Before com stilting yourself * -• 
line of play, go over the entire u-n 
paign. Make sure lie method of a 
tack you have selected produre lb 


trump- Since North quite likely hid 


West led the fourth-beat spade 
and die play was soon ower._ Declarer 


spades was forced out. Declarer had 
only eight tricks and. when the 


fore embarking on this plan, the 


all that was needed to ensure 

At trick two declarer should have 
taken the heart finesse. If it wins, 
declarer can switch to diamonds and 
only a 4-0 break would threaten the 
coutracL Should it lose, the spade 
position is safe from attack and a 


FOR RENT OR SALE 

Location: Between 7th-8th Circle, 5 flats, 3 stars, each flat 
200m 2 , high super deluxe, behind Royal Automobile Club. 
Prefer diplomatic mission. 

For more information, please call Asfour Real 
Estate Off. 

Tel. 863209 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

1 . Fully-furnished. 4 bedrooms, ground floor apartment. 

2. Fully-furnished studio of one room. 

please call: 826527 or 863117 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

2 bedrooms, dining room, sitting room, kitchen, 
2 bathrooms, heating, telephone. Um Uthainah. 

Tel. 696734 


FOR RENT 

Lease 4 new 3,700-square foot apartments, 3 
bedrooms, Z'h baths in new 4- floor building. 
Um AI Summaq A) Shamali. 

information call (Office) 829861 
(Home) 828099 after 4 p.m. 
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Victory for Jansher 
but fury for Parke 


BARCELONA (AFP) — 
Jansher Khan opened foe de- 
fence of his World Open 
squash tournament title with 
an easy victory on Wednes- 
day, but there was a con- 
troversial passage to the 
second round for England’s 
Simon Parke. 

Jansher’s 15-7, 15-6, 15-9 
win over Australian qualifier 
Craig Rowland was effort- 
less, and an ideal start to his 
campaign for a record- 
equalling sixth world title. 

“I am feeling strong,” said 
the Pakistan star, addmg that 
his weekend defeat to Eng- 
land’s Peter Marshall at the 
European Clubs Cham- 
pionship in Paris was due to 
tiredness from travel. 

*Tve rested for a couple of 
days, and I feel good now,” 
he said. 

Jansher now faces Eng- 
land’s Philip Whitlock, a 
straight games winner over 
South African qualifier Craig 
Wapnick. 

Unlike Jansher’s comfort- 
able win, there was swearing 
and firry as Parke, the usually 
mild-mannered Yorkshire- 
man, blew his top with Dutch 
referee Meinoud Kresicher 
during his victory over com- 
patriot Del Harris. 

Leading two games to love 


and having rallied spotty 
from 8-14 down to 14-14 for 
game point in the third, 
Parke went for a winning 
drop shot which just nicked 
foe tin. Both men walked off 
foe court without speaking. 

But referee Kreischer saw 
the ball as good and went 
over to tell Parke as much. 

“He must have wondered 
why he hadn’t shaken 
hands,” Parke ventured 
afterwards. “It was so ob- 
vious to both players, but we 
had to tell foe referee what 
was going on, which defies 
foe object.” 

A true sportsman, Parke 
insisted his ball was down and 
conceded the game. 

But foft sparks flew mi- 
nutes later when both men 
agreed that Parke had won an 
opening point in the fourth, 
only for the referee to insist 
on a let. The Dutchman's 
explanation for his apparent 
inconsistency was that he 
couldn’t have ruled a let for 
the winning point of foe pre- 
vious game as both men had 
already left foe court. 

. New Zealand veteran Ross 
Norman, sc Ird eighth here, 
was glad have come 
through his ntsi match with a 
15-12,-11-1* ‘ H 75-1 vic- 
tory over *.ng- d’s Paul 


UEFA CUP 


Blackburn shocked by Swedish part-timers 


LONDON (AP) — Kenny 
Dalglish's long awaited debut 
as a manager in European 
competition had a disastrous 
outcome when his fancied 
Blackburn Rovers suffered a 
shock 1-0 loss at hom o to a 
team of Swedish part-tuners 
in the UEFA Cup first round 
Tuesday. 

Real Madrid beat its Ibe- 
rian neighbour Sporting Lis- 
bon 1-0 m their first leg. 
match, while a Robert Lee 
hat-trick led Newcastle on a 
successful return to Europe 
after 17 years with a dazzling 
5-0 demolition of Royal 
Antwerp. 

Tuesday’s first leg featured 
four bat-tricks with Raima 
Kova netting three for Hon- 


ved Budapest in its 4-1 win 
over Twente Enschede of the 
Netherlands. The 5-4 goalfesi 
between Bayer Leverkusen 
and Dutch team PSV Ein- 
dhoven saw two hat-tricks, 
with Ulf Kirsten on target for 
the Gc.inan winners and 
Brazilian World Cup player 
Ronaldo for foe losers. 

Blackburn was expected to 
make easy work of Trelle- 
borgs at home, but the 
Swedes, made up of a truck 
driver, pest controller, au- 
ditor and several students 
among their ranks, frustrated 
the extravagantly paid pro- 
fessionals from England. 

Strong defence by Christ- 
ian Karlsson and excellent 
goalkeeping by Trelleborgs’ 


Polish international goal- 
keeper Ryszard Jankowski, 
foe only full-time player in 
the squad, kept out Black- 
burn's £9 million ($13.5 mil- 
lion) striking pair of Chris 
Sutton and Alan Shearer. 

Student Frederik Sandeil 
completed the frustration in 
foe /1st minute when he took 
a pass on a breakaway from 
Ola Severin to leave Black- 
burn goalkeeper Tim Flowers 
floundering. 

Dalglish turned Blackburn - 
into a force m the English 
Premier League and its first 
venture into Europe was a 
reward, but he will have to 
work hard if it is to progress 
beyond the first round after 
foe return match at Trelle- 


borgs’ tiny 10,000 capacity 
ground Sept. 27. 

Martin Vazquez scored 
Madrid’s winner in the 11th 
minute when his low shot 
from 20 metres slipped 
through the fingers of Sport- 
ing goalkeeper Zoran Lema- 
jic. 

Real Madrid came out fast 
in foe first half and domin- 
ated play, but roles were 
reversed in the second half. 

Sporting’s - Polish - player 
Andrei Juskowiak had two 
chances to equalise Jate in foe 
game, but was thwarted by 


goalkeeper Paco Buyo in the 
67th minute and soon after 
hit the crossbar. 

Lee exemplified the class 
which has put Newcastle on 
top of the English Premier 
League with five wins from as 
many matches. 

The England forward en- 
sured Newcastle’s average of 
four goals a game was main- 
tained, hitting the opener in- 
side foe first minute and fol- 
lowing up on the 9th and 55th 
--minutes. 

Scott Sellars scored in foe 
39th minute and Steve Wat- 
son, who came on as a substi- 


Johnson despite the exhaus- 
tion setting in towards foe 
end of the game. 

“Fm lacking match pr-ic- 
tice_and match fitness.” said 
the 35-year-old. “You can 
train as much as you like but 
you can’t simulate a match, 
with the referee and the 
. crowd.” 

After easing through the 
first two games, Norman 
came a cropper towards the 
end of the third. 

“I got tired at 13-11. really 
tired,” he admitted. “I iri-jd 
to keep pushing but he put in 
a couple of quick shots and 
took the game. It seemed like 
it had taken 20 minutes to 
there and then he wrapped it 
up in a minute.” 

But the Kiwi got his re- 
venge in a final game which 
lasted barely seven minutvs 
as he put together a barings 
of winning shots. 

“I didn’t hit any inis; sic-"* 
and he didn’t hit ar.y win- 
ners,” said the cJcest t-.k- 
foe circuiL 

Norman, whose rarerr 
peaked ir, 1986 when h-* «??•- 
ded Jahangir Khan's frva- 
year unbeaten run in the 
World Open final, now facr.. ! 
either Australian Anihou;. 
Hill or Mark Cairns of Una- 
land. 


tute for capiair Peter hzz.i- 
sley in an unexpected y 
return after fracturing •' 
cheekbone three weeks ?. 
completed the thrashir.; r 
■dozen minutes from liras 

Italian clubs had an unh- 
py start, with Lazio ^ 
held to a 0-0 away draw u,v.'? 
Dynamo .Minsk! of r.ust . 
and Csk. Sofia cf Bulgar..? 
beating Juventus Turin ?-2 : :i 
Sofia. 

In the only Cap Winnarr.’ 
Cup match Tuesday. Werd'-r 



Get the spirit of competlfen ; 
& bring it to the 


► SATURDAY SS 

. Happy hour does an all 
> highter every Saturday . ( 

H -.t : drdera drink and die. , . 1 

'yrskeond round is cm 
thehouse! ?*■ 

4 MONDAY 

Great ports and good 
food all arouttd. 

Members, you can help 
; V > . yourselves to as muck 

food as you mint from' 1 
S our Monday night 

^ snack buffet, for free! 

. And while you're at it, 

. get some sports action 
. *y going, with a round ^ ^ 
•'.--y'-Cf basketball, a game 
darts, or a pell of pool / 

W E D N E S D A Y^V* 

GoforthebuUs^ye! 

"■ Wednesday night is Darts Night. 

' ^Remember to concentrate / ^ . 


MARRIOTT 
SPORTS BAH 

► SUNDAY^VV 

Bring out the Michael fri dan 
in you. shoot iluit ball and 
score for more ! 

. , ‘Sunday nights are resenviifor 
■ basketball. Just get Sout-qf 10 
balls into the baske.. «•■.•' 
drink is on the house ! •. v 


► TUESDAY ; 

^ Members, beteare ! 

^ Your IQ is put to the test 
on Quiz Night every TiSt-day. 
J From world records batting 
averages to spectacular 
^ defeats, get reitdy to answer. 
J all kinds of trim. The uis.ner 


MAXIMILLIAi. 

Sweifieh Tel 864670 


throw those darts^ahd . . 


AMMAN 

Harriot! 


FRIDAY 

Ar'}., ready to ■ oift.-y orf* ’ 
It's challenge tins every Fri av n Mil. 
Shoot all the balls into tl. ,i . c frg 
ami win a prize i 

OfejyL, 


P.O.Box: 926333 Amman - Jordan Tel: 607607 Fax: 67t 


Gnema ' r °l : 634144 Cineim 

. PHlUGQFrtiA 


CARGO’S WAV 

SIbm: 1130. 330, 6:15, 830, 1045 

Thursday, Friday & Sunday for 
children 

The Care 
at ii:09 a.m. 


the best of comedies: 

Strawberry War 
(Arabic) 

Starring: Vnsra, Mahmoud 
Hnmlitn ano Sahar Rami 

Show, at: 1150. 3 JO. 630. 830, 10:30 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabtl AI Mashini Th«atm 


.Today & Everyday 
Abu^Mnmd In social comedy 

"rtnmvaBD Mur 


Presents: 

The politics^ Mtio., ; 

AI Salam Ya Sri- - 

Daily at 

Tuesday is the theatre's he!! is- 















Qotiriea: Self-rule 
regime inefficient 

Arab League appeals for funds 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Palesti- 
nian self-rule government is 
muddled in its economic poli- 
cies and has failed to intro- 
duce badly needed changes, 
Yasser Arafat's economic 
minister charged Wednesday. 

“Absolutely nothing has 
been achieved on the ground 
so far... the Palestinian admi- 
nistration did not take con- 
crete steps to make Palesti- 
ne a n citizens feel the 
change,” said the minister 
Ahmad Qouriea, an architect 
of the Israel -Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
accord on self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

Palestinian sources dose to 
Mr. Qouriea said the main 
problem was that Mr. Arafat 
insisted on making all deci- 
sions himself, including per- 
sonally granting approval for 
any investment project. 

Mr. Qouriea did not refer 
to Mr. Arafat directly, but 
told Israel Radio Wednesday 
that business people were re- 
ioctant iG invest because of a 
lack of proper planning. 

“I am afraid that the pri- 
vate sector has gone shy, not 
taking risks of investing with- 
out bylaws and regulations, 
without approved economic 
plans,” he said. 

Such investment is badly 
needed, he said, because un- 
employment in the West 
Bank and Gaza stands at 
about 54 per cent. 

Mr. Qouriea also com- 
pUned of confusion and in- 
efficient; in the PLO-run 
economic 01 sanitations, in- 
dudirig tiie Palestinian Eco- 
nomic Council for Develop- 
ment and Reconstruction 
(PECDAR) that serves as a 
conduit for the international 
aid. 

"Even PECDAR, which is 
the most important economic 
organisation, is staggering 
between different mandates 
and contradictory instruc- 
tions,” Mr. Qouriea told die 
radi. 

Mr. Qouriea reportedly 
has been excluded recently 
from key decisions on econo- 
mic policy. Palestinian 
sources said Mr. Qouriea had 
put together a delegation for 
last week's negotiations with 
donor countries in Paris, but 
a different group was then 
picked by Mr. Arafat for the 
Talks. 

Arafat loyalists consider 
Mr. Qouriea a puppet of the 
World Bank because the eco- 
nomics minister agrees with 
international demands that 
the Palestinians must set up 
an accounting system before 
intemtional aid is handed 
over. 

Mr. Arafat, who likes to 
control the flow of money 
himself, recently dismissed 
demands for such an account- 
ing system as an “incorrect 


slogan." 

Arab League appeal 

In Cairo. Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid urged mem- 
ber states Wednesday to help 
fund Palestinian self-rule, at 
the opening of a foreign 
ministers' meeting in the 
Egyptian capital. 

A financial commitment 
was “necessary to allow a 
global programme to be laun- 
ched capable of promoting 
the required development in j 
the autonomous territories,” I 
said Dr. Abdul Meguid. 

“Arab development funds 
and inter-Arab economic 
organisations are called upon 
to take a greater interest” in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
he added. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority and Mr. Arafat 
have complained that fudns 
pledged by the international 
community to back self-rule 
have been withheld, en- 
dangering the smooth run- 
ning of autonomy launched 
on May 4. 

The issue of Arab support 
for the fledgUr .2 f clf-rule was 
at the top of the agenh f \>. ; 
the two- day -v.’ri.ig, Said i 
Kamai. .."w^nty secretary I 
general for Palestinian | 
affairs, told AF?. f 

Kaddoumi dn<n< dwi 

A senior PLO official on 
Wednesday slammed the 
Israel-PLO Declaration of 
Principles signed a year ago 
saying it had virtually failed 
to achieve anything positive. 

Faiouk Kaddoumi, head of 
the PLO’s Political Depart- 
ment, said the accoid signed 
on Sept. 13, 1993 in Washing- 
ton “has not produced any 
positive result, except that 
the brothers (Palestinians) 
have returned home.” 

“The Israeli intransigence 
and mentality have not 
changed," he added. 

Mr. Kaddoumi was speak- 
ing at a news conference as 
head of the Palestinian de- 
legation to the Arab League 
foreign ministers* meeting. 

He urged Arab states to 
continue their boycott of 
Israel until all occupied Arab 
territory was liberated, but 
the issue was not expected to 
be discussed at the Cairo 
meeting. 

Faisal Husseini. a leading 
Palestinian official in the 
occupied territories, also ac- 
cused Israel of “trying to 
delay implementation of the 
autonomy accord,” which 
launched self-rule in Gaza 
and Jericho in May. 

He said Israel was holding 
up elections to an autonomy 
council, which will steer self- 
rule in the autonomous Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank, 
where Israel has begun trans- 
ferring civilian powers to the 
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Two British 
soldiers said 
to confess 
Cyprus killing 

LARK AC A (.Agencies) — 
Cyprus police said on 
Wednesday that two of three 
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Junblatt 
apologises 
for hosting 
Swedish spy ££££"» 

D AMOUR, Lebanon (Agen- surCierV 
ries) — Lebanese Druze leal- ® * 

der Walid Junblatt apok>- LOS ANGELES (API 
gised to the Swedish govern- Comedian George BuraawT 
meat on Wednesday for hospitalised in intensive 
sheltering a convicted Swed- after surgery to drain fhrtf 
ish spy for four years at the from the surface of lrn brain 
request of the former Soviet a hospital spokesman 
Co™™* Pajy ■ The 98-year-old comic madL 

Tn 1990, at the request of ^ through die surgery netful 
my former friends fa the andWLiect^^S 
Soviet Communist Party, I - m cedars-Smai MedicalG*^ 
sheltered a British agricultu- ^ for about a^g^ 


sheltered a British agricultu- ^ ^ ^ bout a week , 
ral expert,” Mr. Junblatt told spokesman Ron WfaJT* 
Renters. “His name was 

Ronald Abi, but it turned out SW0de arrested 
later that be was a Swedish fl u rnnr i 

spy. So what do we do? Tor Alleged 
“I am sorry if I did any false Crime Claim 


Insecurity increased in refugee camps, in the Goma region, 
particularly in Kflmmba where two were killed last week 
following a fight (AFP photo) 


harm to the Swedes. But 

politics is politics,” said Mir. BANGKOK (AFP) — Bang. 

Junblatt, who is now a gov- kok police said they had 
emment minister. arrested a Swedish mao 

Mr. Junblatt’s guest was Wednesday after he confes- 
Stig BergHng, a senior Swed- sed to falsely reporting a 
ish security police official crime in order to collect in- 
convicted of spying for Mo®- surance money. Lais Goran 
cow and jailed for life in Rasmussen, 28, who de- 
1979. scribed himself as a computer 

Mr. Berghng, who escaped specialist from Malmo, told 
from jafl in 1987 with Soviet police he had been cheated 


Israel prevented new 
massacre of Palestinians 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM court with illegally moving don. to be held on Friday. 


Sweden in August, saying he gave lam $4,000 in fake b3k 
was homesick. He has confes- for his 30,000 Swedish kron- 
sed to working as a spy in er. But Rasmussen could not 
Beirut from 1988 onwards. identify the shop where he 
“I knew that he was a said he had made the ex- 
so-called British agricultural change nor produce a receipt, 


(Agencies) — Shin Beth in- 
telligence agents prevented a 


violating standing 


engineer,” Mr. Junblatt said, and eventually confessed lie 
“With time I knew that he had made up the complaint to 
had, well, some other back- get police to back ms insor- 
grounds. But my friendship ance claim for reimburse- 
with the Soviets was very ment, it was alleged. He faces . 


orders, revealing classified ported to be central figures to J strong and I still consider that J a maximum penalty of six 


new massacre of Palestinians information and conduct un- the cell, as opposed to Lt. their 

near Hebron when they becoming a soldier, army Edri, whose role is said to be me." 

arrested armed Jewish set- radio said. marginal. Sp< 


arrested British soldiers nad arrested armed Jewish set- radio said. 

confessed to murdering a tiers a b out to open fire, Ministers have said the 

yoimg Danish woman tour isxaejj state media reported alleged cell was planning 


their help was strategic to months in jail if convicted, 
me." 

Speaking at his ministry in Russian vodka 


Ministers have said the The eight, who have been the southern coastal town of drinkers prepare 

alleged cell was planning arrested over the last 10 days, Damour, Mr. Junblatt said _ ^ 

murderous attacks on Paiesti- would be charged with harm- the man first stayed at his fOf 8 t03St 


guide ?n a crime that has Wednesday. murderous attacks on Paiesti- would be charged with harm- the man first stayed at his for fl tOflSt 

shocked this island. Two brothers who ran an mans in order to sabotage the ing “state security and terror- mansion in Moukhtara in the __ . _ 

British base commanders underground cell were caught peace process. Officials have ism,” the television said, Druze-held Shouf mountains MOSCOW (R) Russia’s 

put main tourist resorts out of carrying automatic weapons said one attack was aimed at adding that they had been southeast of Beirut, but he vodka industry, struggling 

bounds for their 4,000 troops “just before” they started the Jerusalem headquarters given the details by Police later gave him a separate with imports and bight taxes, 

while hundreds of police shooting. Voice of Israel of the Palestine Liberation Minister Mosne Shahai. house. was given a much -needed 


searched a 25-kilometre Radio said 
stretch of potato fields and Eytan and Yehudi Kahala- 
sandy coast under a baking ni were caught by the Gener- 
sun for the body of 23-year- al Security Service (Shin 


shooting. Voice of Israel of the Palestine Liberation Minister Mosne Shahai. house. was given a much -needed 

Radio said. Organisation (PLO). “Smashing the ring He said the Swedish gov- tonic as the government pre- 

Eytan and Yehudi Kahala- Wednesday’s charges in allowed us to avoid a bloody eminent sent a special envoy pared to reduce excise duties, 
ni were caught by the Gener- Jaffa military court — the circle of attacks and revenge last Friday to ask him about A regular government com- 

al Security Service (Shin first formal published allega- attacks,” he reportedly told Mr. Abi. doiied by 


°t!^i ^°o ,S€ °‘ " ITt " Beth) at a sparsely populated tions against any member of the television, 

shals. Denmark. • spot on the occupied West the group — shed some light However, Shin Beth mem 

She was abducted on Tues- Bank, agents told the radio, on their alleged activities. bers reportedly told a par- 


She was abducted on Tues- Bank, agents told the radio, 
day morning. By Wednesday Bul ^ y refused to say 
afternoon police teams using exactly where. 


Mr. Abi. mission meeting, chaired by 

“Yes, Mr. Ronald Abi was First Deputy Prime Minister 
in Moukhtara. He has been Oleg Soskovets, debated 
hosted by me for four years ways of boosting output of 


mtter dogs tiad round no State television said late from another suspect. Lt. preparing to attack a target in 
race or her. Tuesday eight militants in the Kobi Pinto, and passed them East Jerusalem, which they 

Britain maintains two ce u were “preparing to on to other suspects. He did not name. 


on their alleged activities. bers reportedly told a par- hosted by me for four years ways of boosting output of 

Lt. Edri allegedly received liamemary sub-committee on because the Soviet Commun- domestic vodka and other 

four blocks of explosives Tuesday the gang had been ist Party at that time asked alcoholic drinks by making 


me to host him and I did that 1 them more competitive. A 
and I fully acknowledge j draft decision, a copy of 


sovereign bases in Cyprus, a launch a relentless, bloody taught 


that,” Mr. Junblatt said. 


which was distributed to re- 


A1I are among those I “I had excellent relations I port ers, called for excise 


former British colony. They attack using automatic Eliashiv Keller, how to set arrested along with Rabbi I with the Soviets. They helped duties to be cut to 80 from 85 


. , attain uMiig duiumam. ^iioauiv iaj acc arrcaicu aiung wiui Rauui 

are manned by some 4,tXXJ weapons” on a Palestinian the explosives, army radio Ido Elba, described as the 


lot, the party, the per cent, which could mean a 


quoted the charge sheet as group’s “spiritual guide” and Druze, the Arab came,” he 30 per cent drop in the .price 


Cyprus where most crimes tfoned between the extreme 


a welder, Michael Mor Yus- added. 


are crimes of passion within right-wing network, allegedly years in military prison if to prevent identification. 


Edri, 23- faces up to 14 sef who filed down weapons 


of a bottle. The c ommissi on 


Mr. Junblatt’s leftist heard proposals for even 
mainly-Druze Progressive steeper reductions to stem a 


families. involved in murdering five convicted of the charges. Several hundred West Socialist Party group — a flood of imports estimated at 

However, this year two Palestinians in the last year, separate from any conviction Bank settlers demonstrated militia during Lebanon's more than half a million bot- 

Cypnot gangsters were con- and Baruch Goldstein, the be may face from a civilian on Sunday outside the Shin 1975-90 dvfl war — had dose Acs a year. The Rosalko 

victed ot abducting, raping settler who slaughtered more court. Beth headquarters accusing it links with the former Soviet Company wanted a 15 per 

and murdering a Swedish than 30 Muslims praying in a In a related development, of torturing the eight. Union where many of his cent cut. “We need to lower 

housewife mamed to a Cyp- | Hebron mosque on February the Haifa district court over- — J — 1 !,s - — . s-s ttc — 


The ministerial committee I followers received military j duties to a minim u m of 75 per 
hich oversees Israel's j training. The PSP is a mem- j cent,” said influential mos- 


tumed a lower court’s ruling which oversees Israel's j training. The PSP is a mem- 
Several Palestinian witnes- that the Kahalani brothers be domestic security service met I ber of Socialist International. 


and killed last year in Avia ses swore he had at least one banned from meeting with Wednesday and, after bear- 


Napa. I acce 

In the latest incident police Q a ] 


accomplice, but Israel's offi- their lawyers. 


ing the Shin Beth chief, re- Carlos passport fake 


in the tettttmadent police dal inquiry concluded he The Shin Beth had argued jected charges from settlers 
are holding Justin Fowler. ~6, acted alone. that the brothers could pass and a human rights group 

« m ii lt Je “ ■ A military court on on classified information that the eight haabeen sub- 


t of Sodalist International, cow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov. 

“This has to be done urgent- 
Carlos passport Cake ly,” he added. Soskovets con- 
cluded the meeting with a 
Lebanon has notified the statement supporting some 


privatisation is 
far — Kawar 


n ^h Wednesday issued the first through their lawyers to jected to violence. 


been sub- French government that I reduction in duties to reverse 
I Ve nezulea o-bom Carlos the J a fell in output. 


with the Firat Battalion, formal charges against one of other suspects. But Judge In tire early 1980s, a secret Jackal used a stolden _ 

nut rtf Jac at 1110 the suspected members of the Michael Lindensttauss over- Jewish network of extreme Lebanese passport when be TyCOOIl aCCUSed 

unekeiia Dase near Lamaa. Jewish teiror cell, Israeli turned that decision, and said right-wing activists launched was snatched and handed to of usinn risuaH 

'JKaE&XEZS* TE Z*.!K**. , the two cou.d meet with severnl blood antj-Palertinlan Fmtxnin August, rite general 


Sy Cathy King 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The privatisa- 
tion of Royal Jordanian (RJ). 
the national carrier, is still 
under serious consideration 
but it is unlikely to be accom- 
plished before the end of the 
year, Minister of Transport 
Samir Kawar said Wednes- 
day. 

Numerous studies are 
being conducted and reports 
being drawn up to assess the 
feasibility of privatising the 
airline, but no definite deci- 
sion has been made over the 
airline's future, Mr. Kawar 
said. 

A British consultancy firm. 
KPMG Peat, presented pre- 
liminary findings after a six- 
month study of the airline’s 
finan cial status at a workshop 
on RJ headed by Mr. Kawar 
earlier this week. 

The outcome of technical, 
financial and economic dis- 
cussions at the workshop will 
be incorporated into the final 
report of the KPMG consul- 
tants, Mr. Kawar told the 
Jordan Times. 

The workshop elicited 
“many fruitful points, but 
further studies are to follow," 
he added. 

The studies included ex- 
aminations of failed and suc- 
cessful privatisation program- 
mes of other international 
airlines, and no decision will 
be taken to privatise Royal 
Jordanian until the 

government-appointed priva- 
tisation committee is certain 
of its success, said Mr. 
Kawar, who heads the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Kawar was unable to 


speculate when the verdict 
would be passed. “No deci- 
sion will be made until all the 
studies have been com- 
pleted/’ and all proposals are 
submitted and “this will take 
time,” he said. If the priva- 
tisation committee accepts 
the proposals, official proce- 
dures necessitate further de- 
lays, he said. 

Mr. Kawar said it was too 
early to discuss issues such as 
share sales or who the main 
shareholders are likely to be. 
The extent of the studies and 
reports means that a step-by- 
step approach will be 
adopted. It is possible that 
Royal Jordanian will be 
“commercialised before it is 
privatised”; the aims of 
either project are to “en- 
hance the performance and 
the profitability” of the air- 
line, be stated. 

Mr. Kawar declined to say 
whether privatisation would 
expand the scope of RJ op- 
erations or affect ticket costs. 
These matters would depend 
upon the results of the stu- 
dies, be said. 

In the meantime. Al 
Aswaq newspaper reported 
Wednesday that a committee 
entrusted with a feasibility 
study for the privatisation of 
Royal Jordanian Gateway 
Hotel and the duty-free shop 
located at the airport had 
presented its findings to the 
Cabinet. The Cabinet is ex- 
pected to reach a decision 
within the next two weeks 
and the main two bidders are 
believed to be the Jordan 
Investment Bureau and the 
Social Security Corporation; 
both are government-guided 


sed but Alan (Ford) has not,” Lieutenant On 

Chief Inspector Simos charged in Jaf 

Andreou of the Famagusta- 

area police said, adding that 
no charges would be lodged T A "C 1 A , 

until the body is found. S BU/Tk , 

Mr. Andreou said there 
were no indications that the Ny 
victim and the soldiers had 4\U1 

known each other. He said 
the two soldiers who had VIENNA (R) 


Oren Edn was counsel prior to an appeal attacks before being broken security department said HUMl tO hide fraud 
Jaffa military against their further deten- up in 1984. Wednesday 

LONDON (R) — George 

Walker, a champion boxer 

IAEA still wants to find Pakistan orders inquiry of Britahri s b es t known 
N. Korea plutonium into heroin plot story SssoS 

_ M J , sure empire, a court was told 

R) — North ‘We are perfectly con- ISLAMABAD (R) — The November 1991, General’ The prosecution accused Mr. 


confessed described their Korea appears to have halted vinced they have got more Pakistani government said on Aslam Beg, then army chief Walker of the name of 

deeds as an “instant inci- reprocessing nuclear fuel by (plutonium) but we can’t Wednesday it would investi- of staff and General Assad the former associate in a 

dent.” 1992 but the U.N. atomic prove it,” he said. gate a newspaper report that Durrani, then head of the scheme to create fake profits 

The three were arrested safeguards agency suspects Among other issues. North quoted former Prime Minis- military’s Inter-Services In- at leisure and property giant 

early on Tuesday after Jen- plutonium is still being hid- Korea's talks with the Amer- ter Nawaz Sharif as saying telligence (ISI), bad told him Brent Walker Group Pic. 

sen's 21-vear-old Cypriot den from inspectors, agency icans have focused on replac- the country's army and in- the armed forces needed “Could it be that all these 

boyfriend. Mihailis Vassi- officials said on Wednesday, ing the communist state’s telligence chiefs had prop- money for covert foreign op- documents (with the assoo- 

hades, reported that three The United States and graphite-moderated reactors osed selling heroin to fund erations and wanted to raise ate John Love’s forced rigna- 

men in a car had overtaken North Korea have reportedly with a light-water system in covert ^military operations in it through drug deals * — ' * ’ *- • 

the motorcycle on which she made progress in talks in the future. Questions of the 1991. Mr. Sharif according to 


the motorcycle on which she made progress in talks in the future. Questions of the 

was riding pilion with him Berlin and Pyongyang on the past may be left to the IAEA, 

and knocked the bike over. communist state's nuclear “Our remit obliges us at 


and knocked the bike over. communist state's nuclear “Our remit obliges us at 
Both the car and the programme but tough ques- some point to make a judge- 
motorcycle had been stopped tions on its nuclear past may ment, or to say we cannot 

earlier at a petrol station and have been put on the back make a judgement, on the 

the incident occurred after burner. completeness and correctness 

both left. The International Atomic of (North Korea’s) inventory 

According to Mr.. Vassi- Energy Agency (IAEA) is given to us in 1992," the 

liades, a waiter in the resort for now reluctant to do or say IAEA official said, 

town of Ayia Napa, two of anything that might disturb « .... 

the men in the car got out and the delicate negotiations but din ® “ iat In 

st-irted hitting Ms. Jensen officials said the plutonium “ eCaus ^ everyone 


overt jtmutary operations in it through drug deals. 
l 891- Mr. Sharif, according to 

The row over toe Washing- the report, said be had been 


‘Our remit obliges us at ton Post story is the latest “totally flabbergasted” and Peter Rook said: The pro- 
ne point to make a judge- twist m a bitter power stnig- ordered the generals to drop secution says the 65 -year-old 

>nt nr tn «v w «nnnr ai*. between Prime Minister toe plan. - - • — 


he armed forces needed “Could it be that all these- 
noney for covert foreign op- documents (with the assod- 
rations and wanted to raise ate John Love's forged signs- 
t through drug deals. ture)... were created after bis 

Mr. Sharif, according to death as a massive cover-up, ” 
he report, said be had been counsel for the prosecution 

‘totally flabbergasted” and Peter Rook said. The pro- 


Benazir Bhutto and Mr. 


former head of Brent Walker 


Washington Post I used the falce profits and 


correctness Sharif, who on Tuesday en- quoted Mr. Beg, who retired other fraud to bufld the group 
of (North Korea s) inventory (ted a three-day rail tour of in 1991. and Mr. Durrani, into Britain’s West Insure 


1992," the the country aimed at whip- 


91. and Mr. Durrani, j into Britain's li 
ambassador to Ger- J group in toe 11 


ping up public hostility to her many, as denying any such Britain’s most colourful 
f?Zt n ’T nt - sc £" ne 5^ e3dsted ’ businessmen during the 

VMKivMri l ? ai B es TJ* Foreign Ministry 1980s, Walker left school at 


'"The men ^als^ came' after ^ U- SKjSSSS 


-snta SSSS SSSSSSS- 

Mr. Vassiliades but he ran for inspections began? How re ^: ^ Mr. Sharif, now opposition only concocteri^ut are mt-ri 

safety. mu?h plutonium had they ^ leader, denied he KadSven eSS£TSS£S ^ Sd SSJEJSEE ^ 

“It’s one of the most squirreled away? How much at : North Korea s toe Washington Post any in- arate came a^busnressman 

shocking crimes, but we be- raw material for making pin- Ma ngb ]^5 2 atom,C “ mplex ,n terview in toe last two years heboid a nm^rieffog ‘ en^re* before r fa n 1991^ beau? 

lieve that u has nothing to do ionium did they still have on May 1992 ■ and said he would take legal The Washington Post^storv ? npu ? '25*? re . m V? 1 r®?? 

with Cyprus," Inspector hand when our inspections A preliminary IAEA re- action against those behind said the interview with Mr 

Andreou said. “This was began?" an IAEA official port compiled after inspec- the story. Sharif took place in ms home 

done by foreigners and it is told Reuters. tions at five of North Korea's He told a news conference town of Lahnn> in Muu C - . - . - ... 

toe type of crime that is done “We don’t have answers to seven declared nuclear sites he believed that “this mail- One of its ioint saggmg tmder the 

all o£r the world." these questions and we will this year suggested that Pyon- does concoction” was a de- K^cW-ba^i Srter ^ 

The yellow car was stored unfortunately have to raise gyang had not extracted any sperate attempt by Ms. Bhut- ran KhantoldRent**^h» 

at a police garage in Xylapha- them at some point." he said. plutonium between February to’s government to divert telephone onWednesdav he 

gou where 3 forensics expert The IAEA maintains it 1993 and March 1994. attention from what he said had interred rel? C ^ e "? g £19 n 

went over its contents while a cannot confirm or deny that In a further encouraging were its cwn failures and to for toi ,5™- (529 nxflhon) as well as false 

grim -loo king Fowler watched North Korea has used secret- sign, Pyongyang allowed two malign the armed forces. “I" stand hv accounting. Mr. Walker aria 

and signed evidence chits. ly reprocessed plutonium to U.N. inspectors at Yonebyon The Post on Kondnv finance duwtor » 


A prelindnaiy IAEA ra- 


IAEA official port compiled after inspec- the story. 


told Reuters. tions at five of North Korea's He told a news conference town of Lahore i 

“We don’t have answers to seven declared nuclear sites he believed that “this mali- ~ 

these questions and we will this year suggested that Pyon- cious concoction” was a de- 


a Mr. which had agreed to restruc- 
home ture toe company as it was 
iy. sagging under the weight of 


° nc °f i** J 0 * 111 authors, I heavy debt and the property 
Karadn-based re^rterKam- crash. The charges againtf 


at a police garage in Xylapha- them at some point." he said, 
gou where a forensics expert The IAEA maintains it 
went over its contents while a cannot confirm or deny that 

grim -loo king Fowler watched North Korea has used secret- 

and signed evidence chits. ly reprocessed plutonium to 


n, Pyongyang allowed two j malign the armed forces. 


»u said toe car s- make a nuclear bomb until it into the two other declared quotec Mr. bhanf as saying had timed hi< L 

“covered with completes all toe inspections sites last weekend and they that three months after his with flT crsa 5 I ? n Aquflina, both on trial sm« 

it deems necessary. reported no unusual activity. election as prime minister in ter pnme minis- June, have pleaded not guu- 

ty- 





